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The SPEAKER (Mr Thompson) took the
Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE

Chairmanship

THE SPEAKER (Mr Thompson): I wish to

a nnounce that the member for Albany (Mr Watt)
has., been elected Chairman of the Public
Accounts Committee, and the member for
Fremantle (Mr Parker) has been elected deputy
chairman.

BILLS (3): INTRODIUCTION AND
FIRST READING

I . Land Tax Assessment Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr

O'Connor (Treasurer), and read a first
time.

2. Acts Amendment (Misuse of Drugs)
Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Hassell
(Minister for Police and Prisons), and
read a first time.

3. Lotteries (Control) Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Parker,

and read a first time.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
On motion by Mr Nanovich, leave of absence

for two weeks was granted to the member for
Pilbara (Mr Sodeman) on the ground of urgent
private business.

MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERS
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR YOUNG (Scarborough-Minister for
Health) [2.20 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The major amendment contained in the Bill
relates to the licensing of motor vehicle wreckers.

The Motor Vehicle Dealers' Licensing Board
has al% ays considered that a dealers' licence must
be held by a motor wrecker even if his business
did not include the sale of motor vehicles. This
view was held to be consistent with the definition
of dealer which means "a person who carries on
the business of buying or selling vehicles'-that

is, those wreckers whose business was exclusively
Car the buying of motor vehicles which they used
for wrecking purposes.

In March 1981, in an appeal to the Supreme
Court by a wrecker against his conviction for
unlicensed dealing, the court found that motor
wreckers who do not sell "whole" vehicles need
not be licensed. Because of that judgment, the
board cannot now see its way clear to require
licensing for this type of business without
amending the legislation.

The licensing of wreckers is of concern to the
Police Department. At the present time,
approximately 30 motor wreckers .are licensed to
buy vehicles for the purpose of Wrecking and not
resale. If this type of business ceased to be subject
of a licence, it would degenerate into a
"backyard" type of operation in that-

motor wreckers would no longer be
required to keep a dealer's register, or for
that matter, any other records as required
under the Act at present;

the return of number plates would become
more haphazard and would require more
policing;

it would no longer be possible to control
acquisitions by wreckers due to the absence
of records;

the delicensing of motor wreckers will
inevitably encourage the undesirable practice
of unlicensed dealing in complete motor
vehicles, thus adding to the work load of
those persons already engaged in policing this
practice;

the assumption that officers could enter
the premises of a wrecker as provided by
section 27(I)(a) of the Act is based on the
belief that wreckers would continue to
operate as a bona fide business and maintain
their premises in their present form. If no
licence is required, it is of concern that motor
wreckers will begin to operate from either
private premises or from substandard,
unregistered yards and it is debatable
whether an officer of any Government
authority would have the right to enter such
premises without a warrant;

-under the present legislation and controls,
motor wreckers are a favourite outlet for
stolen motor vehicles and parts. Should these
controls cease to exist, the implications need
no further explanation.

The second amendment proposed relates to
section 26 of the Act. That section required every
dealer acquiring or selling a secondhand vehicle to
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send to the licensing authority "particulars of the
transaction".

An amendment was sought to the relevant form
of notification in the motor vehicle dealers' (sales)
regulations to include additional information not
directly related to the transaction; that is, details
of driver's licence, or if no licence held, date of
birth of the purchaser.

Legal advice was to the effect that the
additional information could not be requested as
it did not relate to the transaction of acquiring or
selling a vehicle.

The amendment is required to enable the
licensing system to operate at maximum
efficiency as the data base for the computer
system is the owner's name.

In 1975 section 21. which rqlates. t the issue of
certificates for premises used by car dealers, was
amended to provide for the issue of special
certificates, subject to certain conditions, where
dealers displayed cars at shopping complexes.

It has been considered that the consequential
amendment to section 31 is not clear and,
therefore, the section has been restructured.

The amendment does not alter the intent of the
section, but is drafted to clarify its meaning.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Tonkin.

ACITS AMENDMENT (JUDICIAL
APPOINTMENTS) BILL

Second Reading

MR RUJSHTON (Dale-Deputy Premier)
[2.25 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
This Bill contains two provisions relating to
judicial appointments. The first provision relates
to the payment for higher duties performed by
judges of the Supreme, District, and Family
Courts.

The provisions contained in this Bill will permit
the appointment by the Governor of the senior or
other judge to act during the absence of the Chief
Justice or chairman of judges in each of .the
courts mentioned, as may be appropriate in each
instance. The appointment will be for a period to
be specified by the Governor in a commission or
instrument of appointment. This will allow the
judge so appointed to be paid the salary and
allowances appropriate to the position.

At present a judge who acts as Chief Justice, or
chairman of judges, as the case may be, receives
the salary and allowances pertaining to the acting
appointment by way of an ex grau ia payment.

The Government considers it desirable that
such acting appointments should be covered by
legislation and the entitlement to higher duties
linked to service which is consequent to an
appointment.

The second matter contained in the Bill relates
to the oath or affirmation of allegiance taken by
District Court judges and magistrates. As a
matter of practice, District Court judges and
magistrates take an oath or affirmation on
appointment, but, strictly speaking, it is not a
present requirement under the District Court of
Western Australia Act or the Stipendiary
Magistrates Act.

Although the requirement of such an oath or
affirmation did originally appear in the
Stipendiary Magistrates Act, it was inadvertently
omitted when substantial amendments were made
to that Act a few years ago.

It is considered desirable that the requirement
for District Court judges and magistrates to take
an oath or affirmation of allegiance be expressed
in the respective Acts and such provisions have
been incorporated in this Bill.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Bertram.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SIXTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed from 30 March.
MR SPRICGS (Darling Range) [2.29 p.m.): I

welcome the opportunity to speak in this debate.
Mr Pearce: It has a certain rarity value!
Mr SPRIGGS: Yes, it has! One of the reasons I

welcome the opportunity to speak on this occasion
is that I should like to pay tributec to the previous
Premier (Sir Charles Court) who retired recently.
By anybody's standards he was a great Western
Australian and a wonderful Premier of this State.

MrT Bert ram: W ho was sacked!
Mr SPRIGGS: Apart from being Premier of

this State for eight years, Sir Charles Court
served this Parliament for a total of 29 years and
for a great portion of that time he was a Minister
who played a great part in the development of this
State.

Let me answer the interjection that came from
the other side earlier. I can assure members that
Sir Charles Court was not sacked. We leave the
Opposition to sack its leaders. Our leaders retire
with honour.

Mr Pearce: Just before elections.
Mr SPRIGGS: Had Sir Charles wanted to stay

he would have continued to receive the very loyal
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support of each and every member on this side of
the House.

Mr Bertram: Notwithstanding the protestations
of onc of your members.

Mr SPRIGGS: That might be so, but there are
one or two members opposite protesting the
present leadership on that side of the House.

I congratulate our present leader,' and no doubt
the history of Western Australian will record him
as one of its great parliamentary leaders.

Mr Young: Hear, hear!
Mr SPRIGGS: He will retain his position for as

long as he is able and willing to do the job. We
will not be swapping leaders midstream.

Mr Tonkin: We might remind you of those
words later.

Mr SPRIGGS: I congratulate the two new
members who joined this House after the recent
by-elections. I welcome the new member for
Nedlands and the new member for Swan. I
believe they will contribute to the debates in this
House over the years. They are both young and
no doubt will be here a lot longer than I will.

I refer members now to an industry which
involves the greater part of my electorate; that is,
the fruit industry. I take this opportunity to
express my concern about the state of the industry
in Western Australia today.

Mr T. H-. Jones: Will you tell us what is wrong
with it?

Mr SPRIGGS: Yes. This year would probably
be one of the worst years faced by the fruit
industry for a decade. Exports have been going
downhill since 197 1, about the time that England
joined the European Common Market. The
success of the industry depends largely on exports,
as the population of Western Australia cannot
support a viable industry.

Some industry leaders have given advice to the
Department of Agriculture, advice which I do not
believe will generate a viable fruit industry in this
State. Frankly, I am opposed to the present tree-
pull scheme. I do not blame the Minister for
Agriculture or the Commonwealth Department of
Primary Industry, because they are acting on the
best advice that can be obtained from people in
the industry.

The present tree-pull scheme cannot work, It
can give only a very short-term relief. Up to date
it has incurred an expenditure of $ 149 000 on 23
orchards which have had all their trees pulled.
Those orchards were in the south-west, at
Bridgetown and Manjimup. It is my belief that
those orchards would have gone out of production

without the encouragement of the tree-pull
scheme.

That money is money down the drain. Those 23
orchardists are not under any agreement not to
re-enter the industry after five years. They
probably will never come back into the industry.
They have now turned back to their traditional
cattle or sheep.

Mr Evans: Were any young orchards involved
in tree-pulling?I

Mr SPRIGGS: Not that I know of. Fifteen
growers were involved in a partial tree-pull
scheme. They are the people who were paid for
their tree-pull and they certainly signed an
affidavit not to replant for five years. The 23
orchardists involved with the replant and rework
system had $36 590 spent on them. While I do not
disagree with growers updating their orchards, I
certainly do not agree that it was a good policy to
pay them to do so. Because of the fruit they were
growing, those growers would have replanted
without any incentive.

An additional sum of money is to be spent
during the next 12 months which will enable
another 70-odd growers to engage in a partial
tree-pull scheme. If we are to spend money in the
fruit industry it should be spent to promote
overseas markets and to encourage growers to
participate in growing fruit which can be exported
to overseas markets. The money spent on the tree-
pull scheme might have had far greater benefit to
the industry in the long term had it not been used
for a tree-pull scheme. However, that was a
decision of the industry itself, although I do not
agree with it. Perhaps it might be proved to be the
right decision and I will be proved wrong.

In 1971 apple exports from Western Australia
reached their peak when 1.8 million cases were
exported. Last year we exported just 993 000
cases. That is a tragedy, because if the fruit
industry cannot gain export markets in a very
short time it will find itself in the same situation
as is the citrus industry today.

At present we are importing citrus fruit from
California, although most of our oranges come
from~ South Australia. Without support over the
next decade or so we could be facing a similar
problem, with most of our fruit for the domestic
market in Western Australia being imported. At
present our population is not large enough to
allow the domestic market to support a viable
fruit industry. It is tremendously important that
we develop overseas markets for our fruit.

The Commonwealth Department of Primary
Industry could perhaps support importing
countries to install cold storage plants that enable
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a continuity of fruit in their markets.
Unfortunately, because of the shipping situation
there are markets that we cannot exploit.

In 1979 we exported 84 000 cases of citrus fruit
to the Persian Gulf while last year we exported
only 39 000 cases. This year we will be lucky if we
export any. Only one or two ships are available.
We export something like 500 000 cases of apples
to the Asian market, a market which seems to be
saturated at that figure. The export of stone fruit
is a little better, but has remained static for a
number of years. It, too. needs overseas markets.
We export something like 135 000 cases of stone
fruit to the Asian market, a Figure which has not
altered very much in the last decade.

A great deal of planting of soft fruit trees has
taken place, and an overseas market-preferably
an Asian market-must be found for the product.
I will not say much more in regard to the fruit
industry.

Mr T. H. Jones: It's a pity the Minister isn't
here to hear your views.

Mr SPRIGGS: I am sure he is aware of my
views and those of fruit producers. What he is
doing for the fruit industry is that which the
people involved in the fruit industry have
requested. Similarly the industry receives support
from the Department of Agriculture.

Mr Evans: Don't you think a statutory
authority would be better?

Mr SPRIlGGS: A statutory authority such as
an apple and pear marketing board would quickly
destroy the fruit industry-the fruit industry
would not exist within Five years. Such a board
would only prop inefficient growers. In fact, that
is exactly what tree-pulling is doing to the
industry.

Mr T. H-. Jones: Didn't growers vote for such a
board?

Mr SPRIGGS: Unfortunately efficient growers
are outnumbered by inefficient growers in certain
areas, growers whom I will not mention.

Mr T. H. Jones: You're not referring to
efficient growers in your area, are you?

Mr SPRIGoGS: I am not in the least!
Mr Bryce: Why don't you organise the system

so that you give some growers one vote each, and
other growers 17 votes each?

Mr SPRIlGGS: If such a move would progress
the industry I would support it.

Mr Bryce: At least it would be consistent.
Mr SPRIlGGS: Certainly we require more

efficient growers, niot inefficient ones. I was
interested to hear remarks from the Opposition to

the effect that the Government parties were about
to sack our last Premier before he resigned, and
that the Premier does not have the support of
members on this side.

One of our newly-appointed Ministers
interjected the other night during a speech from
the member for Gosnells-the person the
Opposition considers as an alternative Minister
for Education-and in reply to the interjection
the member for Gosnells referred to how, if in
Government, the Labor Party would allocate the
number of teachers to various schools. He said
that the present formula would not be used,
although it has operated well for a number of
years. A Labor Government would allow
headmasters to nominate the number of teachers
they wanted and any problem would be worked
out later. I wonder whether other shadow
Ministers share the same view, and would allow
departmental heads to ask for and receive the
number of staff they felt they wanted. A
departmental head could ask for 2000 or 10000
new people and a Labor Government would allow
those people to be appointed and the problems to
be sorted out later.

Mr Carr: Isn't that what is happening now?
Mr SPRIGGS: If this is the view of the

Opposition, and if by some mischance the Labor
Party became the Government of this State, our
State would be a ship without a rudder.

Mr Pearce: I didn't say they would get all the
teachers they asked for. My proposal would stop
the system of shuffling teachers around, and that
occurs particularly in your electorate.

Mr SPRIlGGS: If the member bothers to read
his remarks in Hlansard he will Find he said
categorically that headmasters would be
approached and asked to nominate the number of
teachers they wanted.

Mr Pearce: I said they would be able to bid for
the number of teachers they required and the
outcome would be negotiated between the
headmasters and the Education Department.

Mr SPRIGGS: The member clearly said, as
reported in Hansard, that headmasters would be
asked to nominate the number of staff required,
and that number would be given to them with the
problems being sorted out later.

Mr Pearce: I didn't say that.
Mr SPRIGGS: I am sure the member's

proposal would overcome unemployment, We
would be able to employ the presently
unemployed teachers in this State and the Eastern
States, and probably draw on available teachers
in North America.
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Mr Pearce: That's rubbish!

Mr SPRIGGS: What the member for Gosnells
proposed was rubbish. As the member mentioned,
some teachers in my electorate have been shuffled
around. My electorate comprises 17 schools, and I
have been in touch with the majority of the
headmasters of those schools. Not one person
associated with any of the schools with which I
have been in touch have approached me in any
way-

Mr Pearce: That's no wonder!

Mr SPRIGGS: -with any problems about
staffing. I have a far closer liaison with the people
associated with schools in my electorate-I can
say this without fear of being contradicted-than
the member for Gosnells, has in his electorate.

Mr Bryce: How do you measure that?

Mr SPRIGGS: My electorate happens to
border his; in fact, I have done work related to
one or two of the schools in his electorate. Some
members would be aware that dissatisfaction has
been expressed in regard to some schools in my
area.

Mr Pearce: They are asking for a bus system so
that they can go to schools in my electorate. What
have you done about the Clifton Hills and
Kelmscott High Schools?

Mr SPRIGGS: The Kelmscott High School
happens to be in the electorate of the member for
Gosnells.

Mr Pearce: But people in your electorate want
a bus service so that their kids can go to schools in
my electorate.

Mr Bryce: Don't be too hard on him; he is a
country member!

M r S PR IGGS: I am very proud to be a country
membher.

Mr Blaikie: Hear, hear! He's one of my
colleagues.

Mr SPRIGGS: I represent more primary
producers than any other member of Parliament.

Mr Blaikie: And you represent them very well.
Mr SPRIGGS: That is most decidedly so! I

wanted to mention only in passing the situation
that would exist if by -some chance-it is a fairy
tale-the Labor Party became the Government in
this State.

Mr Blaikie: Perish the thought.
Mr SPRIGGS: The present leader of our party

will lead us for at least two or three terms and he
will receive our Cull support.

Mr Bryce: Hasn't he said he will retire in two
or three years?

Mr SPRIGGS: He may retire, but during the
term of his office he will enjoy the full support of
his colleagues.

I have spoken for several minutes longer than I
have ever spoken previously.

Mr Bryce: We will interject a bit more often
and a bit longer to give you a hand to make it a
record.

Mr SPRIGGS: I do not share the attitude of
the member for Gosnells that a member's duty is
to ramble on. When I have something to say
about my electorate I say it and nothing more.
Having done so, I conclude by stating that I
support the Governor's Speech and the Address-
in-Reply motion.

MR T. H. JONES (Collie) 12.50 p.m.]: Unlike
the previous speaker, I will use my full time! I see
the Address-in-Reply as being important because
it enables us to bring matters to the notice of the
Government, and it is indeed unfortunate that
there is not a great number of the Cabinet present
in the House. One would assume that the
Government places importance on the Address-in-
Reply and, that being the case, one would expect
the Ministers to be here to answer the members'
queries.

Mr Wilson: That is right. There are only two of
them there!

Mr Young: See how cheeky he gets when he
gets his kitchen in Collie!

Mr T. H. JONES: I will give the Minister a
serve before I sit down! I refer to the lack of
building blocks in Collie. This will involve the
Minister for Urban Development and Town
Planning and the present and former Premiers.
The Worsley refinery is under construction and
currently between 1 600 and 1 800 workers are
employed on that site. In April of next year a
permanent work force will begin to be enrolled
and, as a consequence, the Collie Shire in
conjunction with all members of Parliament, has
been discussing the question of the housing
arrangements for the permanent work force
because the State Housing Commission will not
be involved, nor will Alwest Pty. Ltd., in any of
the infrastructure. This means that the
responsibility for providing housing will fall on a
private developer.

The lack of building blocks in the town
concerns me, and in April of last year the shire, in
conjunction with the three members for the
district, requested Sir Charles Court to go to
Collie, which he did. He made an inspection of an
area opposite the loco running yards where
hundreds of blocks are available which would
present a good housing development proposition.
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The Premier returned to Perth and discussed
the matter and then wrote to the Shire President
(Mr Mumme) on 24 January and indicated there
was a need for the releasing of additional blocks.
In his letter he said-

You will recall that because of the
problems involved, we decided on a three
point strategy-

1 . To ensure the short term demand was
met from Crown holdings.

2. To quickly progress planning to allow
private holdings to be developed.

3. To identify further areas of possible
supply.

Mrs Craig: The first two things have been done.
Mr T. H. JONES: I am glad to hear that. I

want to go a step further and say that in his letter
he said there were 250 homesites that may be
availablc as a result of the release of this land.
The shire council was concerned about the delay
in the release of these blocks and asked the Hon.
Win Piesse, the Hon. Sandy Lewis, and me to
request the current Premier to visit Collie in
relation to the project. He did this and on 14
February this year, saw the district and inspected
the site concerned. What concerns the local
authority and also me as the local member is this
delay in new blocks being made available.

Mrs Craig: There is plenty of land available
now. At the last sale we were left with a surplus
of block s.

Mr T. H. JONES: I am not talking about that
area, but about the area directly opposite the loco
running sheds, and mentioned in the letter.

Mrs Craig: You know there are problems..with
that in relation to forestry, water catchments, and
other things. Planning has progressed in the other
area and we have been able to provide a large
number of blocks, although perhaps not where
you want them precisely. There has been lots of
co-operation with the council.

Mr T. H. JON ES5That will not be sufficient to
meet the demand.

Mrs Craig: I have not been notified of that by
the council. The council believes we are co-
operating well.

Mr T. H. JONES: The council discussed the
matter with the former and current Premiers, who
both agreed that the area on South West
Highway directly opposite the loco running sheds
would be available for development. What worries
me is that time is moving on and in April of next
year Alwest will be engaging the permanent work
force at Worslcy. That is only 12 months away. I
was informed of this when I inspected the

operations section last Wednesday week. What
concerns the shire and me is that if housing is not
available people will be forced to go and live in
alternative areas, which I presume would be
Australind and Eaton. I am sure the Minister
knows the problem. We want to reap some of the
benefits of the construction of the refinery, but if
the permanent work force goes over the hill and
resides in other areas, Collie will not receive some
of the benefits to which it is entitled. It is no good
our sitting back and saying the Government is
looking at it. What we want is action.

Mrs Craig: You have got action.
Mr T. H. JONES: There are no signs of action

yet, because the former Premier visited Collie last
year and nothing has been done since. We then
had the current Premier visiting the area on 14
February this year and the shire is waiting on an
answer. Will the blocks be made available? If not,
no houses will be available for workers who will
be engaged at the refinery itself. It is as simple as
that.

Mrs Craig: Blocks are available, but not in that
area.

Mr T. H. JONES: That is right. Developers
will have to be called in to house that number of
workers and, firstly, the land has to be opened up
and, secondly, we have to get a building company
to construct the homes. This all takes time and it
is only 12 months away. There is a need for
Government action and I am appealing to the
Minister to get cracking. Let us see something
being done to assure the shire that these blocks
will be made available, as was indicated in the
letter from the former Premier to the shire
president on 24 January this year. That is not an
unfair request.

Mrs Craig: Subsequent to the meeting with the
previous Premier, many meetings took place with
the council, the co-ordination and development
department, and the Town Planning Department
and all of those things have been pursued; in fact,
the council has been given an accurate description
of when lots will be available on the market. I am
not saying they are necessarily in the area that
you define because a situation had to be sorted
out with Public Works Department-because this
is a water catchment area-and also with the
Forests Department. There was also the question
of the relocation of a mill.

Mr T. H. JONES: The mill has been shifted
and does not present a problem. They have not
moved the eyesore yet. The old power house
remains.
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Mrs Craig: You have not written to me
recently, certainly not since the Premier went
there.

Mr T. H. JONES: I have not, but I have
spoken to the Premier. He is back' in the House
now and I am glad, because I have been
mentioning his name. Apparently he is too
involved with the member for Moore at the
moment, so I will pause and I might be able to
direct a question at him.

M r O'Connor: Go ahead.
Mr T. H. JONES: In the Premier's absence, I

raised the question of building blocks in Collie.
The shire gave the Premier an inspection on 14
February. The shire has asked me to raise some
matters, which I have been discussing with the
Minister for Urban Development and Town
Planning, about when it is anticipated these
blocks will be made available because the workers
at the Worsicy alumina refinery will be engaged
from April next year. Unless we have the housing
available, we will not receive any benefit because
people will be forced to live in Eaton or
Australind. It is only 1 2 months away. It is fine
for the Minister for Urban Development and
Town Planning to say that everything has been
done, but it is being done too slowly. I am asking
whether the matter could be given a shake-up.
The Premier knows the concern of the local
authority. I do not have to tell him.

I discussed this matter with the shire president
last weekend, and he asked me to raise the subject
in the Parliament in order to obtain action front
the Government. This must be done, otherwise
Collie will not receive the benefit of the full-time
labour at the Worsley refinery.

The company will not be involved in the
infrastructure as is the case with Alcoa and other
mining companies; it is not interested in the
matter. It is a matter for private development,
and unless the land is made available it is
pointless for the local authorities to approach the
private developers. I plead with the Government
to ensure that something is done about this.

Not only do we need housing for the alumina
workers, but also we need housing for the Muja
power station workers and the State Energy
Commission workers. The Minister for Housing
will not deny the fact that no more State Housing
Commission homes are to be built in Collie.

Mr Laurance: More upgrading work has been
done.

Mr T. H. JONES: I compliment the Minister
on this fact, but point out that this was not done
until at my request he paid a visit to Collie and
viewed the homes. The Minister almost broke his

leg; whilst I was showing him the bad condition of
the Housing Commission homes, he stood on a
verandah and went through the floor boards,
almost breaking his right leg. He said that no
more inspections were desirable or necessary
because it looked as though we might end up
having to bring him back to Perth in an
ambulance.

Mr Laurance: The new Minister will be even
better.

Mr T. H. JONES: I give credit where it is due
and I say the standard of these homes has been
raised. However, we need more homes, although
the Government may not be interested in Collie
because it is a very strong Labor area.

I would like to refer to the shortage of funds for
ambulance services in Western Australia. At
present Collie has a large complement of buitding
industry employees who are located 16 kilometres
from Collie at the Worsley construction site. A
total of 1 800 workers are engaged at that site,
and 1 100 workers are engaged in the Collie
mining industry, which is considered to be one of
the most hazardous industries in Western
Australia. A total of 480 workers are employed on
the construction and additions to the new power
house for Collie and 350 workers are employed at
the Muja generating station, plus mill workers
and others.

The shortage of funds prevents the St. John
Ambulance Association from expanding its
services and concern has been expressed in Collie
because the service has only two full-time officers
employed there. Yet 1 800 workers are employed
at the alumina refinery site, which is 16
kilometres west of Collie.

Last Friday I asked the General Manager of
the St. John Ambulance Association (Mr Kaye-
Eddy) to discuss the situation with the
representatives of the ambulance association, the
Collie Coal Miners' Union and me. He admitted
that the association was short of funds and that
we had made a case for more officers. The two
officers in Collie are doing the job that would be
done by nine officers in the metropolitan area.
Two officers serve a population of approximately
10 000 people, plus the workers I have mentionidd.

Recently a call was made for an ambulance to
go to the Worsley alumina refinery and a further
call was received for another ambulance to go in a
different direction, which left the service
unmanned. I hope we never have a tragedy in our
mines in Collie because the ambulance service
may not be able to cope with the demand.

Mr Young: The Figures you have mentioned do
not include the volunteers of the brigade.
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Mr T. H. JONES: The volunteers are not
available for the day shift and I believe this
applies also to Geraldton and to Kalgoorlie. We
have one-man ambulances and if one ambulance
officer is attending an urgent call in one direction
from Collie and the other is attending a call in the
other direction, the town is left unmanned.

The General Manager of the St. John
Ambulance Association said we had a good case
for more officers, but the same situation applies
as applied when the then Minister for Police and
Traffic came to Collie last year. He admitted that
we had made a case for extra policemen, but he
said if he were to provide them he would have to
take them from somewhere else. Mr Kayc-Eddy
said the same thing: he said ambulance officers
would have to be taken from Bunbury or another
town. This is not the way our ambulance services
should operate in Western Australia.

If we consider the funding for this service we
will note the following: The sum of $2.606 million
was made available in 1978-79; $3.182 million for
1979-80: S4.250 million for 1980-81; and for the
year 1981-82 $4.800 million, an increase of only
$450 000 was made. It appears that our
ambulance service is in a chaotic state, to say the
least.

Surely the Government cannot sit by and not
take any action until the deep mines have a
serious accident and no ambulance servi ce is
available, Is it not time to act now? The
Government is being short-sighted in its economi c
policy, as it is in the case of the -Police Force, the
State Housing Commission, and the education
system. One may ask the question: For how long
will the Government accept this situation?

If anyone in this place had worked in the
coalmines as I have, he would be aware of the
hazardous conditions. It would be a shocking state
of affairs if an accident occurred in the mines and
an ambulance service were not available to meet
the urgent need.

I appeal to the Government to do something
about this matter. Mr Kaye-Eddy asked me to
raise this matter in Parliament, and said that I
may use his name. I hope some consideration will
be given to my remarks.

I refer members now to the problem which
exists at Rolands Hill. It is a nightmare, to say
the least, because it is almost impossible to pass
heavy haulage trucks and other vehicles on this
steep hill. A slow lane is needed to overcome the
problem. I am not reflecting on female drivers but
an additional problem exists because, often,
women are too nervous to pass road trains and the
result is a long grind to the top of the hill. Collie

residents have asked me to raise this matter on
their behalf in order that the Government may
give immediate consideration to alleviating the
problem. If members were to experience this
problem for themselves they would appreciate the
situation. The Minister for Transport has not
indicated whether this matter is under
consideration. I do not know whether he knows
the hazardous situation which exists.

Mr Rushton: I am aware that Rolands Hill is
subjected to heavy traffic and the situation is to
be reviewed, but I cannot give the exact time that
relief will be provided.

Mr T. H. JONES: I will remind the Minister
for time to time.,

Mr Rushton: If you send me a copy of your
speech I will give the matter consideration.

Mr T. H. JONES: Yes, I will supply the
Minister for Transport and, indeed, all Ministers
with a copy of my speech; unfortunately I will not
have time to refer to them all.

I am glad the Minister for Police and Prisons is
now in the Chamber because it would not be right
if my speech did not contain some reference to
him.

Mr Hassell: I would be terribly disappointed if
it did not.

Mr T. H. JONES: I refer to uncovered road
trains travelling from Collie. I received a letter
from the Minister for Police and Prisons in
November last year after I had complained in a
speech I made to this House that coal trucks and
vehicles carting sand were driving along the
highway without any cover over their loads. Coal
dust and dust from other commodities was being
blown into the face of drivers travelling behind.
The Minister was good enough to have this
problem examined and an officer from his
department visited Collie and discussed the
matter with me.

The Minister wrote to me again on 18 February
and advised that action against offending vehicles
could be taken under regulation 160 of the
Transport Act. I thank the Minister for his
interest in this matter; nevertheless, the practice
has now been adopted where only the back half of
the load is covered. This is not good enough. Last
week I was with the Collie Shire President
attending a swimming carnival at the Collie pool.
The pool is situated at a higher level than the
road and we viewed several trucks which were still
not complying with this regulation. I will not
name the firm responsible but I will advise the
Minister in confidence. I would appreciate it if
the Minister would look at this matter again. The

379



380 [ASSEMBLY]

entire load should be covered, not just the back
hair.

Mr Hassell: If you would give me a note of the
details to which you refer I will certainly have it
followed up.

Mr T. H. JONES: I will certainly do that.

Unfortunately the Minister for Mines is not
present in the Chamber but I wish to refer the
following matter to him. On Wednesday, 24
March I asked a question in this House regarding
the contracts for the supply of coal to the State
Energy Commission. I was advised that a signed
contract exists with the Griffin Coal Mining Co.
Ltd. but not Western Collieries Ltd. It seems
strange to me that, as Parliament endorsed long-
term agreements with both companies, a contract
has been entered into with only one of the
companies. I would like to know why an
agreement does not exist between Western
Collieries Ltd. and the State Energy Commission.

It is pleasing that the incoming Premier has
said nuclear power is not on for Western
Australia. Members will recall that since I have
been in this place I have moved three lengthy
motions calling upon the Government to re-
examine its policies on nuclear power, because the
former Premier, over a tong period, was hell bent
on having nuclear power introduced into Western
Australia. It is pleasing that the Premier has said
he does not see a need for nuclear power before
the year 2000, and possibly not for some time
after that.

I hope that with the change of attitude in
relation to nuclear power the Government will
embark on an exploration programme at Collie to
fully determine what coal reserves are available
for power generation. No-one knows how much
coal is required to meet future demands. New
deposits of coal are being discovered almost daily
in the south-west and it is the responsibility of the
Government to actively determine how much coal
is available for the future. The Joint Coal Board
in New South Wales has taken positive steps to
ascertain the extent of coal reserves in that State,
and I think the Mines Department should do the
same in Western Australia.

I turn now to the availability of "*C"-class
hospitals in Western Australia. I am sure the
Minister far Health knows a problem exists in the
electorate I represent, his having been to the town
recently to open the new additions to both the
Collie and Donnybrook hospitals. An urgent need
for -C--class hospital accommodation exists in
Collie. At present 41 aged persons reside at the
frail aged home and their average age is 83 /
years. We are faced with the problem that these

people will have nowhere to go when they become
unable to care for themselves. No "C"-class
hospital exists in the town and limited geriatric
accommodation is available. I ask the Minister
whether the Government is considering the
provision of "C"-class hospitals.

Mr Young: You arid 1 have discussed this on
many occasions and you know I made the point
that every other town in the State has the same
problem as Collie. We have the highest proportion
of institutionalised old people, not only in
Australia, but also probably in the world. What
we must try to do is get away from that into
systems that will deliver more services to the
home. That does not mean I am not aware of your
problems-you know I am.

Mr T. H. JONES: The Minister knows of my
involvement with our Riverview Residence Collie,
and the Minister does not need to tell me that
more people remain in their homes longer now
rather than move into frail aged accommodation.
I am worried about what happens when they get
beyond the stage that they can live in a house.
The average age of the 41 people in the home
with which I am involved is 831/ years. In fact,
one lady will be 100 years of age on 3 May of this
year. She has lived in Collie for the greater part
of her life. I do not want the majority of these
people to have to move to Bunbury or the
metropolitan area because we cannot
accommodate them in the home, but I can see
that happening. The accommodation available in
our geriatric ward is insufficient to meet the
future demand.

I am asking the Minister to look into making
more 'C"-class accommodation available. I am
the President of the Board of Management of the
Riverview Residence Collie, and I know it is
beyond the financial capacity of the home to
make "C"-class accommodation available. The
Minister would know better than I the high
operating costs of a "C"-class hospital. We looked
at this matter as late as last Thursday evening to
try to deal With the position which will arise in the
future. Unfortunately, with the high operational
costs of these hospitals, they are outside our
financial capabilities.

Following the Minister's recent visit to my
electorate, he is aware of the situation, and I ask
him to give some consideration to my suggestion.

I regret that the Honorary Minister for
Education is not in the Chamber, at the moment.
I wonder whether we will see any changes in the
education policy now that the services of the
former Minister for Education, the so-called
hatchet man, have been disposed of.
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Mr Pearce: No changes have been evident.
Mr T. H. JONES: Certainly they are not

evident at the moment. I am concerned about the
provision of staff for children who require special
attention. The policy was to implement across-
the-board cutbacks in regard to non-teaching
staff. The department did not look at each school
individually.

Mr Pearce: That is perfectly accurate.
Mr T. H. JONES: The Amaroo Primary

School at Collie has quite a number of Aboriginal
students, many of whom are very bright, but some
require additional attention at school. I do not
think anyone would argue with me when I say
that some schools in the State have a bigger
problem in this regard than have others. For
example, we could say that Collie is a working-
class area and Nedlands is accepted generally as a
professional area. Therefore, the number of
children needing assistance from such people as
teachers' aides would not be as high in Nedlands
as it is in Collie.

I discussed this matter with the parents and
citizens' association and also with the principal of
the school and I was asked to raise it in
Parliament. Rather than introduce a cutback
system across the board, the Government should
have investigated individual schools. Some schools
would have greater needs than others. I do not
believe any member would argue with that
proposition.

The former Minister for Education or the
Director General of Education introduced this
policy of general cutbacks w ithout considering the
areas involved. I hope that the new Honorary
Minister will seriously consider this problem. I am
not reflecting at all on the young Aboriginal
children of our town. As I said, some of these
children are very good students and athletes.
Their parents are assimilated into our society and
I would not like anyone to think that I am not
aware of this. I am simply asking the Government
to realise that a problem exists and to 'do
something about it.

I would like to refer to the policy of the
Government regarding the provision of fire
hydrants in new schools. A new primary school
has been constructed at Donnybrook in 'my
electorate, and an inspection reveals that there is
no fire hydrant at the school. There may be a
good reason for this policy, but in isolated areas
which rely on voluntary fire brigades it seems
unwise. Such a system may be satisfactory in the
metropolitan area or in towns which have full-
time fire brigades, but the lack of fire hydrants is
potentially dangerous. I intended to raise some

other matters relating to the Fuel and Energy
portfolio, but as the responsible Minister is out Of
the State on Government business, I will take
them up with him personally.

MRS CRAIG (Wellington-Minister for Local
Government) [3.27 p.m.]: I would like to inform
members about the housing situation in Collie as
it was raised by the member for Collie, who has
just resumed his seat. The member for Collie said
that an undertaking had been given that certain
land would be made available for housing.
However, I think he understands very well some
of the constraints on any future housing
development on that land. As this area comes
within the scope of System 6, and it has been
designated as a suitable place for a reservation,
the land use will have to be determined in the
future. At present it is part of a Forests
Department holding.

Mr T. H. Jones: They tell you but they're not
telling me.

Mrs CRAIG: There are constraints as far as
System 6 is concerned.

Mr T. H. Jones: I understand, so that is why I
raised the matter with you.

Mrs CRAIG: Also, a geological survey was
carried out by the Mines Department to establish
whether there was any coal below the ground.
Deposits of coal have been found in certain areas,
and that is a further constraint. The geological
survey established also that some previous
underground work had caused subterranean
flooding in the area. For that reason the
architectural division of the Public Works
Department presently is examining the possibility
of building houses in the area to ensure that
future owners do not run the risk of subsidence
which will cause damage to houses.

The last land released in Collie for building
purposes was released jointly by the State
Housing Commission and the Lands and Surveys
Department. I believe approximately 120 lots
were made available, but nine months later only
three lots had been sold. The Government has
given the Collie Shire Council a firm undertaking
that there will never be fewer than 40 lots
available in the area at any time, and that
undertaking is being honoured. A committee on
which the shire council is represented has been
formed, and it has a good relationship with my
department. So there is constant communication
between the people, the shire,. and my
department, to ensure that future planning
progresses as well as we would all like it to.

Other areas of land have been examined to see
whether it is possible to advance land
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development. If we go to the north-west side of
the town, we find again that a coal deposit exists,
and therefore that area is nullified for residential
development.

Ihave to agree with the member for Collie that
the finding of good land for housing in Collie
poses a problem. However. I would have to
disagree with his suggestion that there has not
been co-operation-

Mr T. H. Jones: I did not say that. I said it
had been delayed.

Mrs CRAIG: Well, lan d development has been
delayed, for the reasons I am indicating. The
House would generally accept those reasons. One
cannot put people into areas without having made
a sufficiently thorough examination to ensure that
the investment they are making does not end up
as a disaster. For those reasons, we have to take
much care.

Another concern, of course, is that much of the
land is in the catchment area, and the clearing of
the land poses a problem in relation to salinity.
We do not wish to put at risk the water supply
that the people in the town enjoy already.
Therefore, the situation is not easy.

The Collie Shire Council has been concerned
about this matter for some time. Officers from my
department, the co-ordinator of urban
development, and I have met with the council on
at least two occasions. The council put forward a
private planning scheme cum guided development
scheme which was unusual, and we hurried it
along. In fact, the scheme was dealt with in 10
days which, I am glad to be able to inform the
member for Collie, was a record for a
departmental examination. To be fair to the shire
council, I must indicate that it has to assume a
large responsibility in relation to that scheme, and
it has done so.

The council is also preparing a district planning
scheme, and although it has not yet come to my
department, the preliminary work is well under
way. That is being done in co-operation with the
relevant departments.

I felt it was only fair to indicate that a lot of
work and consultation have gone on. I felt I
should indicate the difficulties being experienced.
We are working closely with the local people to
overcome the constraints, but we are still facing
some problems in relation to services, because
while some areas of land are suitable for housing,
the servicing of those areas with a water supply
and sewerage is a difficult problem.

I assure the House and the member for Collie
that action has not stopped over the last two and a
half years-

Mr T. H. Jones: That is good to hear.
Mrs CRAIG: -and it will not stop. However,

it cannot be as rapid as the member for Collie
would like.

Another point that needs to be raised is that
attracting people to develop land, whether the
local authority with permission or a private
developer if no demand has been shown for it, is
an expensive procedure. It is very costly to raise
front-end financing for land development and
then have a sale of about three lots out of 120
over a period of nine months. That means that the
cost of those lots, when interest on the front-end
financing must be met, is an escalating cost over a
period. Therefore, most land development takes
place when the developer can be assured of
quitting a good percentage of the land as soon as
it is placed on the market. Otherwise, the expense
is too great.

I understand that in Collie at present lots are
available for about $9 000-

Mr T. H. Jones: And some at $14 000.
Mrs CRAIG: If some people wish to pay the

extra cost, that is fine. They have a choice, and
the choice is as low as $9 000.

Mr T. H. Jones: The working people cannot do
that.

Mrs CRAIG: They may pay tup to $14 000. In
Perth, it is becoming increasingly difficult to put
land onto the market at about $10 000. At least at
that price it allows a person to avail himself of the
facility of a terminating building society loan
which is available to low income earners.

I do not think it can be said that no land is
available in Collie. It cannot be said that there
has not been the utmost co-operation in an
endeavour to ensure that the market, which the
member for Collie is so sure will arise, will be
met.

MR McPIIARLIN (Mt. Marshall) [3.35 p.m.]:
Now that the Minister for Local Government has
made her contribution to the Address-in- Reply
debate-

Mr T. H-. Jones: It is very rare for them to do
that, is it not?

Mr MePHARLIN: -1 hope I will be given an
opportunity to make my contribution.

Mr Pearce: Perhaps you can define your
position while you are at it.

Mr MePHARLIN: The opportunity to speak in
the Address-in-Reply debate should be taken by
all members on both sides of the House, because
it allows members to make any reference they
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wish on any matters affecting their electorates in
particular, or any electorate, or any other matters.

I join others in extending congratulations to the
members who recently have joined us. I hope that
they do not become too disillusioned by what goes
on in this Chamber over the years. They will
experience some matters which will not meet with
their thoughts on what the Parliament is all
about, but they will learn quickly as time goes by.

I make some brief reference -to former
Premiers. I had some years of experience with a
former Premier, the late Sir David Brand. Of
course, whoever occupies the position of Premier
occupies a special place irs this House, and when
Premiers retire, the House takes on a rather
different aspect. That applied, of course, to the
late Sir David Brand, to Mr John Tonkin, and to
Sir Charles Court who retired recently.

Nobody would deny the ability and versatility
that Sir Charles Court displayed over the years.
Any man in his position is always subject to
criticism of his attitudes, whoever he may be, and
whichever party be may represent. However, I do
not think Sir Charles resented criticism. He
welcomed it, provided it was constructive, It
behoves all of us to make constructive submissions
when we are criticising whoever may be in the
office of Premier.

At times my association with Sir Charles Court
was most rewarding and very pleasant;, at other
times, 'it was not quite the same. However, at no
time did I ever retract from recognising the
ability he displayed. I wish him and Lady Court
well in their retirement.

This debate gives a member iin opportunity to.
speak about matters affecting his electorate.
Firstly, I would like to refer to the new electoral
boundaries. In the change, my electorate of Mt.
Marshall has been increased by the inclusion of
several shire council areas. They include
Nungarin, Mukinbudin. Westonia. and Vilgarn.
Quairading is to move out of my electorate and
into the electorate of Merredin. I will be left with
an area of something like 50 000 square miles,
incorporating 14 shire council areas, and half of
another. It is quite a large area, and it has varied
interests ranging from the normal agricultural
industries to mining in 'Southern Cross,
Icoolyanobbing. and Marvel Loch.

One of the matters which is causing a great
deal of interest and concern, and which affects my
northern and north-eastern area, is the proposed
Agaton water supply project. In May 1979 the
Government prepared and forwarded for
examination to the Federal Minister a submission
seeking assistance with the funding of this project.

The project covers a large extension to the
existing comprehensive water supply scheme. It is
proposed to include 664 000 hectares of farmland
which is not reticulated at present and also to take
over 334 000 hectares of reticulated farmland.
The water supply for these areas would come
from some bore holes in the Age ton area which is
near Wanneroo. Therefore, this region would not
be drawing on the Mundaring Weir and, in effect,
the project would have the result of relieving some
of the pressure on the goldfields and country
areas water Supply schemes.

The submission was assessed by the Federal
Government which requested further information
be provided and an investigation carried out as to
the benefits of the proposed extension of the water
supply scheme. A Common weaIt h-State
committee was appointed to carry out a cost-
benefit study for each of the areas concerned and
to examine what was termed an "on-farm
alternative".

The committee carried out a study of this
nature and obtained information from shire
councils, individuals, and the Rural Water
Council. The study took some time to complete
and a thorough examination was made in various
areas of the existing water supplies and the
endeavours of many farmers to provide thecir own
water by way of bore holes, wells, and dams.

Many dams exist in that area, but they are not
of any great depth, because of the nature of the
soil and the problem of leakage. Even if one has a
decent sized dam which will hold water, one must
have the rainfall to fill it. Of course, over recent
years rainfall in the area has been so low that
many of the dams are not full.

The cost benefit study report was circulated in
July 1981 to people involved and they were asked
to examine and report on it.

one of the matters which was referred to was
the proposed development of a good quality clay
deposit at North Gobbin which is near
Bencubbin. This has been under examination by a
company which proposes co develop the area and
sell the clay mainly to Japanese markets.
However, the process requires a considerable
amount of good water and this was taken into
account when the extensions to the Agaton water
supply scheme were examined.

Approximately 2.6 million cubic metres of
water per annum would be required for the
processing plant which would be constructed to
develop this project. Despite the fact that a large
quantity of that water would be recycled and the
Agaton bore holes would have the capacity to
provide such a quantity, it was said it would be a
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marginal economic proposition and, therefore, it
Was not considered to be a very strong argument
in favour of the extension of the water supply
scheme.

In order to develop this project, it is essential
that adequate water supplies and other facilities
are available so that it may be viable. Naturally
the people in the towns situated close to this
proposed project were looking forward to a
development of this nature, because of the
benefits it would provide in the form of extra
housing, increased business, and the like. That
matter is still under examination and a decision
has not been made in regard to the extension.

.Eight shire councils are located in the area of
the proposed extension of the scheme.
Approximately 21 per cent of the Midland
statistical division live in seven of those eight
shires which incorporate approximately 12 000
people who occupy 4 000 dwellings. It can be seen
this is a sizable area and a number of details were
considered when the committee examined the
benefits of the extension of the water supply
scheme. An important benefit was the increased
carrying capacity for stock, particularly sheep. It
is important to point out the scheme is not of a
short-term nature and it would take eight to 10
years to complete. It was estimated that, as a
result of the extension, a significant increase in
stock-carrying capacity could be achieved. The
farmers who responded to a questionnaire
circulated in regard to this matter indicated
approximately I175 000 sheep, in addition to the
present flocks, could be carried if the scheme were
extended.

The committee's report was forwarded to the
Federal Minister who was not completely satisfied
with all the answers provided and, therefore,
deferred a decision to finance the scheme. One
wonders at times how the Federal Government
can find enormous sums of money for various
projects, many of which involve assistance to
under-developed countries, when it is unable to
finance a project of this nature. It appears that, at
times, the Federal Government's priorities are a
little out of line.

The project to which I have referred would be
of great benefit to a very progressive agricultural
area and it certainly justified the expenditure of
the $46 million which was required when the issue
was first raised and a request was made to the
Federal Government on a dollar-for-dollar basis.
Of course, as a result of inflation and other
increasing costs, today's figures are much higher.

However, the Federal Government deferred
making a decision and we were advised that the

State Government needed Commonwealth
assistance 'and on its own could not provide the
funds required.

After numerous requests to proceed with the
scheme it was suggested by the then Premier (Sir
Charles Court), that the Government would hold
a seminar at a suitable venue and invite all those
concerned to take part and discuss the difficulties
of financing a project of this nature. The seminar
was held at Dalwallinu on 16 November and the
Premier delivered a very good opening address.
He was accompanied by several departmental
officers and two Government Ministers. Over 300
interested people were in attendance. A good deal
of discussion took place and numerous very well
presented papers were introduced.

A suggestion by the Premier was then pursued.
He made it clear that the Government did not
want the scheme to be discontinued. The
Government wanted to help, to ensure that the
scheme was given every consideration and that a
way was found to finance it. He suggested that
the seminar examine a, three-tiered proposal
consisting of finance contributed by the Federal
Government, the State Government, and the
farmers concerned.

After a good deal of discussion, two motions
were moved along those lines and both were
carried. One motion read-

That this Seminar requests that an
analysis be conducted on the matter of a
three-tiered approach towards a contribution
by the Federal Government, the Western
Australian Government and farmers
concerned in the Agaton project. The
contribution by the Federal Government to
be in the form of a grant.

The second motion read-
In addition, that this Seminar requests

that an analysis be conducted on the
suggestion that all consumers who are
connected to the Comprehensive Water
Supply Scheme contribute to the costs
involved in the installation of the Agaton
Scheme.

That analysis was conducted under the
supervision of the Under Treasurer (Mr
McCarrey), and was recently submitted to
Cabinet. It has now been circularised throughout
the areas concerned, and is currently under
examination by the shire councils and other
organisations. Meetings are being held daily to
examine whether a way can be found to finance
the scheme.

Such schemes are very expensive these days
with the high costs that have penetrated through
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our society. Instead of the original $46 million. it
is thought chat it may now cost $67 million. By
the time it is completed it could possibly be as
high as $100 million.

A cost-benefit study was conducted on the
present value of the farmland and the increased
value due to a water supply being connected, and
the cost of the scheme to each farmer. Comment
was made first in nett present value terms, and
the cost of the Agaton scheme is estimated to
exceed the economic benefit by $31.7 million.
That is looking at it from the point of view of the
economics of the entire scheme and does not take
into account the benefits which will accrue to
farmers because of an assured water supply, with
its consequent benefits to towns and households,
such as water for gardening and so on.

Allowing for a gap in the present value of the
scheme and what would be the value of farms
after the scheme was introduced, it was said that
the costs would exceed the economic benefits by
something like $15 million to $20 million. On that
basis it did not look as if the proposal would be
agreed to by the people concerned.

It had been suggested that there would be
contributions of 35 per cent by the Federal
Government on a grant basis, 35 per cent by the
State Government, and 30 per cent by the farmers
themselves. Working on the basis that an average
sized farm was I 750 hectares. the contribution by
each farmer would be $43 800. This has been
reduced to a contribution per hectare, and on
January 1981 dollars it was worked out at $25 a
hectare.

It is said that this amount is offset by the rise in
property value for those people with inadequate
on-farm water supplies. If we take into account
the cost escalation, we realise the farmers'
contribution would increase substantially. It also
seems likely that property values will increase
during the period of the construction of the
scheme.

When the idea of whether or not farmers inside
the scheme should also contribute was being
considered-Farmers already supplied by the
comprehensive water supply scheme-the point
was made that because the existing scheme
showed a considerable deficit, any increased levies
or charges that may be made on those within the
comprehensive scheme would need to be used to
offset the deficit that applied already. So that
would not be a feasible argument to put forward.

There are other difficulties. When we talk
about a water supply scheme we must realise that
people cannot apply for one today and receive it
tomorrow. If money has to be raised for this
(13)

project it may be necessary to borrow money and
have it accumulating interest before the people
are provided with the service. This situation could
go on for several years.

That is a difficulty which has been revealed
because of the problems associated with the
equipment being obtained and the scheme being
commenced quickly before the service is actually
provided to the farmers in a reasonable time. A
calculation has been made using what is
estimated to be the escalated costs from 1982-83
to 1991-92.

It is estimated that in 1982-83 the cost will be
$30.79 per hectare, and in 1991-92 it will be
$66.24 per hectare-a more than 100 per cent
increase in that period. Farmers who have their
farms connected in 1982-83 or 1983-84 will pay
far less than farmers having their properties
connected in the late 1980s or early 1990s.

Many problems have been revealed by this cost-
benefit study now being examined by people in
the areas concerned. Meetings have been held
and, in fact, I have been invited to one such
meeting on Friday afternoon of this week. One
was held recently at my home town of Kalannie,
and the subject of taxation deductibility for the
cost incurred by farmers was raised. In principle
the farmers are not opposed to the scheme,
although it is completely new when compared
with the comprehensive water schemes operating
in other parts of the State; farmers were not
previously asked to contribute in this way.
Perhaps one reason is the tight monetary situation
brought about by policies of the Federal
Government. In any case, the farmers concerned
believe there ought to be a joint public sector and
private sector financing of the capital costs, and
the taxation deductibility should be 100 per cent.

The Under Treasurer wrote to the Australian
Taxation Office in this State on the matter to
determine whether a deduction was possible. The
reply he received was in brief that if a lump sum
payment was made for the extension of the
scheme a deduction would not apply, but if the
money used was borrowed by a shire council it
would be deductible. The aspect of shire councils
being prepared to us 'e their borrowing powers and
then rate the farmers concerned has been
considered.

I now refer to the desalination plant installed
by the Department of Agriculture on a farmer's
property north of Mollerin. At the moment the
plant is working efficiently, but nobody is positive
of the costs to be incurred in maintenance over a
given period-nobody knows what the running
costs will be. Needless to say, power costs are
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relative to the sail content of the water; the lower
the salt content, the lower the cost.

I inquired of the farmer how the plant was
going, and his wife informed me that at the
moment it is working efficiently. The water
desalinated appears to be good, but at the
moment it is too early to make an accurate
assessment of whether desalination plants of this
type will play a significant role in the future. I
have no doubt that if the people monitoring the
performance of the plant believe it will alleviate
problems with water suppliers encountered by
farmers, the Government will give financial
support to the scheme.

Mr O'Connor: Is there any idea of the cost per
kilolitre for the desalination?

Mr MePHARLIN: As yet the statistics are not
available. If I remember correctly, one report was
that the cost ran into approximately $2 per I1000
gallons for the bare cost of the water without
maintenance costs being taken into consideration.

During the next week or two further meetings
will be held regarding the proposal for
connections, and no doubt a report will be made
to the Government to recommend appropriate
solutions to problems associated with satisfactory
Supplies Of Water for farming properties being
obtained. Again I believe the financial problems
can lay at the feet of the Federal Government.
The amount of money necessary to solve these
problems is small in comparison with the size of
the Federal Budget.

Even at this stage our Government could make
representations to the Federal Government to ask
it to reconsider the situation, and to provide
proper funding for the scheme. On two occasions
I wrote about this matter to the Deputy Prime
Minister, and he promised he would follow it
through by keeping in touch with Senator
Carrick, the Minister responsible for such
matters. The Deputy Prime Minister said he
would determine whether more funding could be
obtained.

Of course I could refer at length to matters of a
broader nature, but other members are more
qualified than I when it comes to the economics of
Government funding, and economics throughout
the world. Others are more aware of public sector
monetary matters and the economic theories
advanced by economists and no doubt followed by
certain countries.

I am sure some members have studied the
Campbell report and no doubt could make
worthwhile comments in regard to it. I have a
brief summary before me of that report and note
that investigation was made into consumer credit,

and, in particular, the protection of borrowers in
relation to hire purchase and other such things. I
have been interested in such matters for many
years and I have hoped that some uniform
regulations will be brought into effect throughout
Australia. For a number of years uniform
regulations have been proposed, but as yet they
have not come into effect.

One or the conclusions of the Campbell report
was that the Federal Government should set up a
task force representing all States and' Territories
to consider electronic fund transfer
systems-EFTS services. More and more such
things are being computerised, and it was
recommended that consumer groups be requested
to examine legislation to protect users of EFTS
services. It was said that such an examination
should include a critical assessment of section
63A of the Trade Practices Act. For some years
these matters have been considered so that
uniform regulations for the whole of Australia
can be brought into effect. Two years ago I
received a comprehensive coverage on this from
the Attorney General and it still has not become
uniform. I hope something may be done in the
near future to give this matter the attention it
deserves.

Mr Bertram: To give the Federal Government
more power?

Mr McPHARI IN: The Atnorneys General
from the States were meeting to discuss these
matters, but they seem to have got bogged down
somewhere and we have not seen much progress
in relation to consumer credit and protection or
borrowers. It is high time that the Federal
Government did something about it and got
moving so we can get this uniformity we all
desire. Members of this House have spoken about
various economic matters. The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition recently strongly criticised
Friedmanism. I have the Hansard here which I
read with some interest.

Mr Bryce: I retain my view, incidentally.
Mr McPHARLIN: I noted the criticism which

the member levelled at it. I have read Free to
Choose written by Milton Friedman which is very
heavy going, but I do not disagree with some of
the member's criticisms. These people are full of
theories on what should or may happen, but at all
times they seem to forget that when vast sums of
money are being used by banking systems and
other institutions there always appears to be some
manipulation. When he advocates complete
freedom away from any Government control he
opens the way for that manipulation.
Governments often have been forced to endeavour
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to protect people from these practices and it does
not apply only to the handling of finance, but also
in relation to other very important products which
affect Australia's economy.

I refer to the grain industry which is another
area where it has been proved over the years that
when those manipulating the market could get
away with it, they would. The American
Government even had to come in-and we would
not strike a more free enterprise Government
anywhere in the world-to bring in regulations
and laws which prevented these people from
manipulating the market in the way they did.
America still controls the grain markets of thQ
world, and they are controlled by a very few
family companies. To those who are interested;I
recommend the reading of a book entitled The
Merchants of Grain, It is most revealing to read
of the conditions that prevailed in the past, of the
history of the development of the grain trade
throughout the world, and of how the American
Government had to come in and prevent this type
of manipulation with adverse reactions to many
people involved in the industry. So these theories
advanced by Milton Friedman and others sound
good on the surface, but in practical terms,
because people are as they are, it just does not
work out.

Mr Brian Burke: What you mean is that it is an
imperfect society.

Mr McPH-ARLIN: Exactly. It is an imperfect
society. That is quite so. Nobody yet has the
solution to achieve what we would all like. There
are different philosophies and different people. I
do not think we in Australia could say that we
suffer much from the standard of living that we
enjoy. I only hope that we can continue to enjoy
this standard of living in Australia. I hope the
recessions that we face and the restrictions on
money supplies do not adverse!y affect our way of
life.

If only we could steady the situation for a while
and not keep imposing increases in prices,
salaries, and wages for some time! I include
everybody in that statement because if the present
situation continues, no-one could give a clear
answer as to the results. It is frightening to think
of what may happen if some steadying down is
not applied to keep costs and the inflation rate
down and to allow us to enjoy what we hnave
without creating greater problems by constant
demands for increases all around.

It is my pleasure to support the Governor's
Address.

MR 1. F. TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie) [4.16 p.m.]: It
appears that those on the front bench of my party

are not quite as accommodating as those on the
other side. I approached our leader and suggested
that because of my hearing disabilities he might
let me sit on the front bench, but he just laughed!

Having listened to a number of members'
speeches. I understand that in the Address-in-
Reply it is the done thing to mention local
electorate matters. I have not taken part in the
Address-in- Reply before, but I do intend to
address some of these matters.

Firstly, I congratulate the member for
Nedlands, first of all, on his being elected to
Parliament and, secondly, for the content and the
delivery of his maiden speech last night. We
would all agree that it was a particularly fine
effort.

I also congratulate my colleague, the new
member for Swan. It is of great gratification to
me to see the member for Swan in this House.
The member was in fact my campaign director
for the Kalgoorlie by-election and from that point
of view I do, in fact, owe him a good deal. I hope
we can work together over the years to make this
State a much better place in which to live.

I have read Hansard of last Thursday, and
noted that the Premier made the ridiculous
suggestion that the debate was ready to close at
that time, as members in country areas on our
side had no problems to which to address
themselves. I make it quite clear to the Premier
that this is far from the case. I am certain that
with his Government, we wilt have many more
problems to address ourselves to between now and
the next election.

Kalgoorlie is an electorate in which one does
not have to look far to find a wide range of issues
to address. I mention the area of education. The
parents of students in Kalgoorlie must have
somewhat of a persecution complex when it comes
to educational matters due to the way they have
been treated in the last year or so.

Last year Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital had the
part-time services of a teacher in the paediatric
ward. That teacher was supplied and financed
under the country areas priority programme. At
the end of 1981 a review of the services of that
teacher was undertaken and it was the opinion of
committee members on that programme that the
services were no longer warranted. However, I
understand that both the hospital administration
and the doctors at Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital
are very concerned that the teacher should be
withdrawn and, as a result, both the Federal
member for Kalgoorlie and I approached the then
Minister for Education and suggested that
perhaps funds could be made available either
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under the priority programme or through the
Education Department. We now find that funds
will not be made available, yet at the same time
at Fremantle Hospital two full-time teachers and
one part-time teacher are available. The
Fremantle Hospital paediatric ward is
approximately the same size as the Kalgoorlie
Regio~nal Hospital paediatric ward. I understand
also that at Princess Margaret Hospital teachers
are available to help patients. This is an important
matter and one of which we should be aware
because when children are in hospital, as when
they are home during the convalescent period,
they need to keep up to date with their schooling.

In the Eastern States and New Zealand, it is
quite common for teachers to be assigned to
hospitals to help the children who are undergoing
surgery or are hospitalised for illnesses. Having
spoken to the parents of the children who are in
Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital, I am aware that
the services provided by a teacher at the hospital
are valuable. Quite often when children have been
away from school for a couple of weeks or over
long periods they are quite unwilling to return to
school; therefore, as a matter of course, the
Government should look to the supplying of
teachers in paediatric wards in hospitals.

Another matter within the area of education
which has been canvassed widely throughout the
State concerns the teacher Malcolm Harding
who, it appears through no fault of his own, was
transferred from the Eastern Goldfields Senior
High School at the end of last year. I believe
Malcolm Harding was persecuted by the
Education Department and the Director General
of Education who worked in liaison with one of
the administrators at the Eastern Coldflelds
Senior High School.

Mr Davies: Was it the former director or
present director?

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: It was the former director.
At the time of the dispute, the member for
Yilgarn-Dundas, the Federal member for
Kalgoorlie. and I put forward what we considered
to be a realistic compromise solution which was
agreed to by all parties, including the
administration at the school and Malcolm
Harding. The State School Teachers' Union
agreed also, but the then Director General of
Education did not.

The compromise involved Malcolm Harding's
returning to the Eastern Goldfields Senior High
School for the First term and, at the end of that
first term, the new regional superintendent of
education in the goldfields would report on him.
Mr Harding and everyone else, except the former

director general agreed that if the report had been
adverse, in terms of the relationship between
Harding and the school administration, he would
have been quite willing to move on. The
administration was quite willing to accept that if
the report suggested that the differences had been
patched up Harding should stay at the school.

It was very disappointing to me, and the-people
involved-including a number of people in the
Kalgoorlie community who were not involved in
politics-that Harding should find himself in the
situation he is in today.

I can only hope that the tribunal which is
currently examining the matter will see the light
and that the children at the school will no longer
be denied extra curricular activities because of the
Harding incident.

Another matter under the Education portfolio
concerns pre-apprentices. One month ago it was
planned to commence a pre-apprenticeship course
in the electrical trades in Kalgoorlie. At the time,
nine students wished to avail themselves of this
course and it was set to go; however, all that was
missing was a teacher, It appears that teachers
were available, but the problem was with the
Government Employees' Housing Authority and
the provision oF housing in country areas.

We have heard that there is a shortage of
capital funds in the State. It seems that rather
than funds being diverted to build GEHA houses
in country areas, the funds could be set aside for
other purposes. If this is the situation, rather than
build houses in areas where they are desperately
needed-such as Kalgoorlie-GEHA should look
to renting or leasing houses in the areas and
subsidising the teachers or public servants
involved. For example, with the teacher in
question it would have been quite possible at that
time for GEKA to lease a house for 12 months
for approximately 5100 a week and to subsidise
the teacher to the extent of 540 to 550 a week or
whatever amount would be appropriate in the
circumstances.

Not only would that have met the problem of
supplying the teacher with housing, but also it
would mean that GEHA would not be putting
short capital funds into housing in country areas.
That would seem a worthwhile solution to a
problem on which I hope the Government will
examine and report back to us in the future.

Mr Shalders: Have you put that proposition to
GEHA?

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: I have put it to the
Secretary of GEHA in relation to the pre-
apprenticeship course. I was told that it was not
Government practice to make any subsidy
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available, but putting that aside, I am submitting
the same idea on an overall basis for Kalgoorlie,
Karratha, or Geraldton-wherever there may be
problems with GEHA housing. Houses could be
made available for rental purposes. I think it is a
matter worth considering and perhaps the
Minister may look at it.

Members would be aware that the State
Housing Commission has long waiting lists for
housing in Kalgoorlie and Boulder.

Mr Davies: It will get worse everywhere.
Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: Yes it will. Today I

received a call from my electorate secretary with
regard to the provision of two-bedroomed
accommodation in Kalgoorlie. The lady in
question had gone to my office for assistance to
obtain accommodation. She is a single parent
with a 17-month-old baby and has been living in a
caravan on the outskirts of Kalgoorlie with a
person who is not the father of her child. She and
the baby had been battered, but it was not
possible for the State Housing Commission to
provide her with accommodation. She is staying
at the Women's Refuge in Kalgoorlie, but as
members would be aware, it is not possible to live
in a refuge for a long time.

I have illustrated one human aspect of the
problem which we see in the goldfields and many
other areas of this State. Perhaps the State
Housing Commission could look at the provision
of houses in the same way I have suggested for
GEHA.

Another matter I have addressed to this House
on previous occasions-and I will continue to do
so until something is done-is the provision of
fencing for State Housing Commission homes i n
the suburb of Adeline in Kalgoorlie. The GEHA
homes in that area are being fenced, but I have
been advised by the commission that it does not
intend to fence the commission homes. I ask why
there should be a difference between the SHC
homes and the GEl-A homes? The Minister may
wish to 'look at this matter because there are
many commission homes in Adeline and 200
yards from them is an unfenced dam. Many
young children live in the area and the water in
the darm is at least three to four feet deep.

Mr Shalders: Who is responsible for the dam?
Mir 1. F. TAYLOR: I do not know who is

responsible, but the dam in itself is a problem.' I
believe the State Housing Commission should
fence these homes.

The matter should be considered also from the
pure, sociological aspect of a person living in a
house which has no fences. People are subject to
the neighbours' dogs running through and people

driving cars and motorbikes through what should
be their front gardens. That sort of situation does
not contribute to the area. It is a real problem and
one about which the people are quite rightly
concerned.

Mr Shalders: It is a case of priorities. With
limited funds, do we build more fences, or more
houses?

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: I do not believe the
provision of fencing would be very expensive. At
the moment, the State Housing Commission is
constructing asbestos fences around new homes.
As the Honorary Minister would know, asbestos
fences are quite unusual in Kalgoorlie; most
fences are of corrugated iron. The people would
be quite happy with wire fences as long as there
was something to keep dogs, motorbikes, and
motorcars out, and to keep their children in.

Mr Shalders: We could not do it only in
Kalgoorlie; it would have to be done on a
Statewide basis, and the cost would be enormous.

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: I am not aware of the
situation in other areas; I am putting the case for
my electorate. I understand the SHC is installing
fences around new houses. The Government
should seriously consider this matter.

Mr Pearce: Do you suggest SHC tenants
should take their fences with them when they
leave? Do not be so ridiculous, Of course it is a
problem.

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: I thank the member for
Gosnells for his support. I refer now to Kalgoorlie
Regional Hospital. At long last, tenders have been
called for stage two of the hospital, and I hope
construction will begin shortly. However, I will
believe it when I see it. I ask the Minister once
again to try to ensure that not only is stage two
commenced and completed on time, but also a
rolling programme is implemented so that stages
three, four, and five follow, and the hospital is
completed in the shortest possible time.

The Minister always has suggested that one of
the problems of providing for the needs of
Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital is the shortage of
capital funds. Through the good offices of the
Kalgoorlie Town Council, I was able to arrange
for the council to make available to the State
Government, on an annual basis, the sum of
$500 000 in loan funds. To my way of thinking,
the Government treated that offer with contempt.

Mr Young: That is not true.

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: The Government suggested
that what the council should have done was to
make the State Government an annual gift of
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$500 000 which, as the Minister would know,
would be beyond any council.

Mr Young: The original representation by the
council gave that impression. Now it is saying it
will make the capital funds available if the
Government meets interest and capital
repayments.

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: I was involved from the
beginning i6i negotiations with the council on this
matter;, I have seen copies of letters sent to the
Minister, and I have seen the Minister's replies.
At no stage could anyone have assumed the
council was offering the Government an annual
gift of $500 000.

Mr Young: It did not suggest the Government
had to meet interest and capital repayments.

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: I suggested in this House
and, as far as I am aware, the Kalgoorlie Town
Council also suggested-

Mr Young: It did not.

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: -that the basis for the
loan would be the same as for the construction of
the goldfields prison; funds were to be made
available on that basis. The Minister for Health
and his department should have been aware of the
funding arrangements relating to the construction
of that prison. The council has offered the
Government capital funds which the Minister has
informed me and the House are desperately
needed to finish the hospital.

Mr Young: Funds still are required.

Mr 1, F. TAYLOR: If they still are required,
the Government should take advantage of the
council's of fer.

Mr Young: As a former Treasury officer, you
must admit that the loan of $500 000-even on an
annual basis-on a multi-million dollar project
does not necessarily mean the project can go
ahead.

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: Of course I do; however,
the Government has been offered the capital
funds it says it urgently requires to be able to
rebuild the hospital.

Mr Young: Since the council has made the
situation clear, the matter is being reconsidered.

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: I appreciate that.
Another matter relating to Kalgoorlie Regional

Hospital to which I wish to refer concerns the
nursing staff situation which arose two or three
months ago. It should never have reached such a
desperate stage, where the number of beds at the
hospital was reduced from 196 to 135, and where
the hospital accepted only urgent cases. The

doctors in Kalgoorlie were very angry with the
situacion, and expressed their anger publicly.

The final matter relating to the hospital, and
one which the Minister should take into
consideration, is that there is no doubt the
hospital is a firetrap. The district fire officer has
stated publicly that he considers it to be a
firetrap. For that reason alone, urgent priority
should be given to rebuilding the hospital.

The next matter I wish to raise does not
concern only Kalgoorlie. I refer to the activities of
the Department for Community Welfare and the
Commonwealth Department of Social Security. It
has been drawn to my attention-and, as a result,
I have chaired a committee in Kalgoorlie to try to
provide funding for this area-that a problem
exists with regard to transients and, in particular,
single males, moving through the town. These
people have approached the Department for
Community Welfare and the Department of
Social Security and been refused assistance. The
departments have done no more than refer them
to voluntary agencies, such as local churches and
the St. Vincent de Paul Society. These voluntary
organisations now are in desperate financial
straits. As a result, we have established in
Kalgoorlie what we call a community fund to
meet the urgent needs of these transients.

In many instances, the single males-who
usually are the people involved-are in a transient
situation through no fault of their own. However,
they are being turned away by Government
departments at both Commonwealth and State
levels. Indeed, I understand staff at the
Department for Community Welfare have been
instructed not to provide assistance to single
males; at one stage, that instruction extended even
to single women. Perhaps the Department for
Community Welfare should be renamed the
"Department for Family Welfare"; it would seem
to me the priorities of that department are to use
the funds at its disposal for the benefit of only
families. If the department is not prepared to
assist transient single males and other such
people, it should not be looking to the community
completely to take over the burden. The
Governments at both State and Federal levels
should face up to their responsibilities and
endeavour to meet this problem.

I refer now to the closure of the North Kalgurli
goidmine. Let no member be mistaken: The
North Kalgurli goldminec is in the process of
closing. Despite our valiant efforts of the
weekend, we were assured that unless some fairy
godmother arrived on the scene with capital
funds, or unless the price of gold rose, there could
be no doubt that in a maximum of Five or six
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months' time the mine would close, I believe that,
to a large degree. the closure of the mine can be
traced back to management problems. In my
opinion, the directors of the company were more
concerned with their takeover battle than with
managing the mine. Incidentally, the
management has now been replaced.

Be that as it may, we have a problem which we
are endeavouring to meet. The member for
Yilgarn-Dundas. the Federal member for
Kalgoorlie~and I have joined with local employers
and other community representatives to establish
a task force to try to make sure the 100 or so
people who have already lost their jobs are given
the opportunity to find work. The Kalgoorlie
Town Council, the Boulder Shire Council. and the
Coolgardie Shire Council already have indicated
they will be doing their best to find work for those
who need it.

Retrenchments reflect a real human problem.
It is not just numbers we are looking at. It is not
just the 100 jobs that have gone already, or the
330 that will go. We are dealing with a work
force, over half of whom are married people living
in Kalgoorlie, some of whom are now going
through the retrenchment process for the third
time, and some of whom have great Financial
problems. Many of them were not kept informed
as to what was happening at North Kalgurli. It
concerns me and other local politicians that the
management at the mine did not see fit to take us
into their confidence and explain their difficulties.

I have a typical example of what was
happening. It deals with a gentleman who would
have become a senior management official at
North Kalgurli. He was working at Windarra:
and based on assurances received from senior
people who should have known, he threw in his
job at Windarra, and was ready to move to the
North Kalgurli mine. He had a going-away show
in Laverton, and the next morning was leaving in
his car with his family, which includes three
children. He heard on the radio that North
Kalgurli was going to close. He rang the
management of the mine and said, "Is it true
what I heard?" They said, -Yes. You've got a
month's notice from today." That indicates what
a close-kept secret it was. As a result, people like
that gentleman have suffered because they were
not told the entire truth about what was
happening at North Kalgurli.

in the House today the member for Collie has
addressed the problems associated with
ambulance transport in country areas in this
State. 1 wish to speak briefly on this matter and
to say that the problems in Collie are the same as
the ones being experienced in Kalgoorlie with the

ambulance transport service. In Kalgoorlie and
Boulder for many years, local charity has kept the
ambulance service going. It was only in the last
financial year that it was found necessary to go to
the St. John Ambulance Association, asking it to
approach the State Treasury on their behalf,
requesting additional funds. Some funds were
made available, but they were not enough. We
now have one officer tending the ambulance: and
quite often the volunteers who are needed to help
him are not available. We have an urgent need to
supply two-man ambulances throughout the
country areas, and particularly in mining areas
such as Kalgoorlie where'we face the possibility of
large-scale disasters. However, it is possible that
at such a time the ambulance could be well out of
town, attending to a traffic accident on the bad
roads that surround Kalgoorlie, particularly in the
Murchison-Eyre area.

Another matter with which I wish to deal is
workers' compensation. With other members on
this side of the House who represent people in
mining areas, I am concerned at the delays in the
Workers' Compensation and Assistance Act being
proclaimed. I was informed at the close or
business of this House last year that the
legislation would be Proclaimed in February. On
that basis, and in good faith, with several local
members I told a large number of silicotic miners
that they would he receiving information in
February or, at the latest, March, as to what
would happen as far as they were concerned
under the new workers' compensation legislation.
Of course, they are concerned at the delay.

I know of two situations in which the gentlemen
concerned have been given two or three months to
live. Those gentlemen would be entitled to a
120 000 lump sum payment, but they are
concerned that they will not live to receive it. I
will make every endeav our to ensure that they are
first off the line when the legislation is
proclaimed. I hope that the Government addresses
itself to this matter, proclaims the legislation, and
promulgates the regulations at the earliest
possible date.

The next matter with which I wish to deal
relates to a speech made in this House last
Thursday, in my absence, by the member for
Murchison-Eyre. I am very concerned-no, that
would he dishonest, because I am not very
concerned about him. However, it interests me
that the member for Murchison-Eyre is concerned
that we have not been able to establish a personal
relationship. I suggest to him that he has between
now and the next election to establish that
relationship because I am certain he will not be
here after the next election.
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Mr Coyne: You should not make threats like
that. I know what you have in mind, and I know
the steps you are taking with your friend, Mr
Donovan.

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: The member for
Murchison-Eyre may be interested to know that I
am My Donovan's campaign director; and I will
be doing whatever I can to make sure that Mr
Donovan is the member for Murchison-Eyre in
1983, or perhaps earlier.

Mr Barnett: And you can bet that that will
happen.

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: I was interested that the
member for Murchison-Eyre devoted most of his
speech to Mr Donovan. Obviously Mr Donovan
has him worried. There is no doubt about that.

Mr Coyne: Not Mr Donovan, but Mr Campbell
and his devious practices.

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: I am glad that the member
mentioned Mr Campbell. In Mr Campbell, this
State and this country have one of their finest and
hardest working members.

Government members interjected.
Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: He is a great asset. Mr

Campbell always has been very concerned at the
great burden that he must carry because of the
work not done in his electorate by the member for
Murchison-Eyre. One of the reasons Mr
Campbell put Mr Donovan on his staff was so
that Mr Campbell could then provide a better
service to that electorate. Mr Campbell. through
Mr Donovan, provides the service that the
member for Murchison-Eyre does not provide.

The member for Murchison-Eyre might like to
know that during the march through Kalgoorlie
today in respect of the Mining Act, Mr Laurie
Wright, who is involved in the Prospectors and
Leaseholders' Association, attacked the member
for Murchison-Eyre for his attitude to the Mining
Act, both in the past and now. He said that the
member and his assurances meant nothing to the
association, and nothing to the prospectors in
Murchison-Eyre, because he never did his work in
that area.

Mr Coyne: I don't wilt, and I'm not a rag doll.
Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: The member for

Murchison-Eyre was concerned that I was coming
under the influence of the member for Yilgarn-
Dundas. The member for Yilgarn-Dundas and I
are very good friends. He is a very fine member;
and of course next year he will be the member for
Esperance-Dundas.

Mr Coyne: Not too many people in Kalgoorlie
think that.

Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: I would like the member
for Murchison-Eyre to know that the member for
Yilgarn-Dundas is probably the best electioneerer
in this Parliament. I saw him in action in the
Kalgoorlie by-election. In fact, he will be the
member for Esperance-Dundas.

I have dealt with a number of matters in my
speech. I hope that the Government takes note of
them, and particularly the one relating to the use
by the Government Employees' Housing
Authority of rental accommodation rather than
its use of urgently needed capital funds.

MR HIASSELL (Cottesloe-Minister for Police
and Prisons) (4.48 pm.]: I welcome the
opportunity in the Address-in-Reply debate to
make some comments on four specific topics
relevant to the portfolios for which I am
responsible.

Mr Tonkin: What about Cottesloe? Are you
speaking as the local member?

Mr HASSELL: Before doing so, I congratulate
the new members for Nedlands and Swan on their
election to the House. I would like to place on
record my view that the retirement of the former
Premier (Sir Charles Court), represented a great
loss to the Parliament and to the State.

I have no doubt that the decision of Sir Charles
Court to retire when he did was a proper one,
made by him carefully after consideration of all
the factors involved. It was a decision which had
to be made eventually. It was also noteworthy
that in making, announcing, and carrying out that
decision he displayed those great qualities of
planning and execution he has always shown to
cause the minimum disruption and the maximum
smoothness of transition from his Administration
to a new one, and at the same time acting in such
a way as to minimise to the maximum extent
possible the impact on his own party. So often in
politics, and particularly among our opponents.
we have seen the great stresses which can come to
bear on political parties in the transition from one
leader to another. Those stresses and strains
seldom do a party any good. They provide an
opportunity for people with various motivations
and ambitions to cause all sorts of stirs and
rumbles. It is a good thing when they do not
occur. It was consistent with Sir Charles'
knowledge and leadership that he carried out his
own retirement in a way that eliminated those
possibilities so far as we were concerned.

Mr Tonkin: Tell us about Peacock.
Mr Herzfeld: You have a few problems of your

own.-
The SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr HASSELL: I repeat: The great experience
and record of Sir Charles Court undoubtedly will
go down in the history of this State and in the
fullness of time be shown for what they were. It
always will have been a privilege for me to be
given the opportunity to serve in the Cabinet
whilst he was the leader of the Liberal Party.

I refer now to the first of the four items which I
said I would mention in relation to the portfolios
for which I have responsibility. The first of those
involves the matter of prison industries, which to
my mind is increasingly a subject of importance
in our Prisons Department as it will be officially
known soon with the proclamation of the Prisons
Act 1981. The department is one thatI has
undergone great change in recent years. It was
separated from the Chief Secretary's immediate
responsibility some time ago. It remained under
the portfolio of the Chief Secretary until the
recent Cabinet changes made by the new Premier,
but it was separated from the Chief Secretary's
Department to become a department of its own
just a few years ago.

Mr Tonkin: When was that?
Mr H-ASSELL: In 1978. That change led to

the appointment of a director of the department.
Frankly, having the knowledge I now do of the
extent of operations in that department, it amazes
me that it was considered possible for as long as it
was for the department to remain simply a branch
of another department. However, it is a good
thing that the Government should be reluctant to
increase the bureaucracy, and it would be better
always for it to be done a little late than a little
early. That was one change.

The other change has been the development by
this Government. from 1978 to 1982-83, of a very
substantial rebuilding programme, a programme
which was necessary to take up the work of many
years when priorities naturally have been assigned
to other pressing needs in the community. Those
priorities, at a time of growth and development
such as this State has gone through in recent
years, have put to the test and strain every
Government looking to determine what should be
done with limited resources. I can say only that I
have always had a very full understanding that
when a Government is faced with a choice of, on
the one hand, providing a new school, a new
hospital, or some other new facility for the
general community, and, on the other hand.
providing a new prison, there is almost inevitably
a tendency for those other facilities to be
preferred ahead of the prison. The result has been
that in the Department of Corrections, or the
Prisons Department, we have now quite an
amazing variety of institutions which service the

needs of the State in the prison area. We have a
former hospital, a former sawmill, a former
private house, and so on.

It was clear some time ago, but more
particularly in the latter part of the 1960s and the
early part of the 1970s, that this could not go on
with the State as it was. Accordingly, the
programme which is now being carried through
was undertaken. I am glad to say that the
Government has continued its commitment to
that programme despite many understandable
competing priorities. I sincerely hope it will be
carried through.

I have expressed the view also that I hope to be
responsible for the prison system on the day we
can announce the departure of occupation of the
Fremantle Prison premises as a prison. That is not
possible now, but very active work is being done
on that proposition. It is recognised that when the
day comes that we are able to say that on a
certain future date we will not be using Fremantle
Prison buildings as a prison any more, we will
have to preserve certain relatively small sections
of the buildings which have a particular historical
significance. However, the greater part of the
buildings and the area itself have not been
classified or identified as anything of great
significance.

Mr Parker: You are speaking as though the
preservation will be done by the department.
Would it not be better. handed over to the
Fremantle City Council?

Mr HASSELL: As to how the preservation will
be done in the future is a matter a long way
forward. It may well be that some suitable
arrangement can be made between the
Government of the day and the Fremantle City
Council. Naturally it would be consistent with our
policy and approach to seek to work with the local
authority were it possible for that to be done.
There is also the matter of historical preservation
being of interest to the National Trust and groups
such as the Royal Western Australian Historical
Society, but that is not the issue to which I am
referring.

I say most seriously that if in the foreseeable
future we are able to find an occasion when we
can say that the future usage of Fremantle Prison
is of a specific limited duration, we certainly will
require the value of the asset of those parts of the
prison which are not to be preserved as a means
by which we will be able to leave the prison for a
new institution. It really is not feasible to
contemplate that overnight the Government could
give up to anyone, free of charge, a capital asset
as valuable as the Fremantle Prison site and then
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proceed to spend some $40 million to $50 million,
which is a very rough estimate of the requirement
to replace Fremantle Prison, without gaining
anything towards that replacement from the value
of the existing institution.

While it may be good politics for the member
for Fremantle to have his leader speak to the
Fremantle Society, of which I am a member, and
to announce boldly that a future Labor
Government would hand over the Fremantle
Prison building to the local authority, as he is
reported to have said recently. I say in all
sincerity to the member for Fremantle that that is
not good sense.

If we did what the Leader of the Opposition
suggests we would put off for many 'years the
opportunity which we have and which we are
grasping to work towards a date for the transfer
of all prison facilities from Fremantle Prison.
Within the Government sector capital funds are
not available to allow us to abandon such valuable
Government property and give it away. We must
use it to help towards the provision of other
community needs.

Mr Parker: Do you not think that the people of
Fremantle, having put up with the prison in their
midst for almost 150 years now, deserve some
recompense in terms of at least allowing some of
the facilities or land to be made available for
public use?

Mr HASSELL: Frankly. I do not think the
member for Fremantle can be serious in asking
the question because what he refers to as "putting
up with the prison" is a fact of community life.
All areas of the community, at different times and
in different places, put up with institutions which
are not considered the most desirable.

Mr Parker: Have you got a prison in Circe
Circle?

Mr HASSELL: One of the objectives and
philosophies of the Prisons Department which I
am sure the member would endorse with his views
on these matters, is that prisons should be
regarded as part of the community which they
serve and should not be completely separate from
those communities and put alongside all sorts of
other undesirable things . such as mental
institutions or whatever might be currently
termed undesirable.

Mr Parker: How would you react if next year I
decided to make Sunset Hospital a prison? How
would the member for Nedlands react to that?

Mr HASSELL: In many of the towns around
the State the fear is not that they have a prison,
but that we might take it away because of the
fear of the loss of voluntary work that is done out

of those prisons and the loss of the manpower
which assists the towns and provides labour and
support for the towns' existence. Fremantle has
benefited by Fremantle Prison in that respect for
as long as it has existed. Also, having regard to
the age of Fremantle Prison-it goes back to
1856-it could hardly be said that more than a
few dozen houses were constructed around the
prison before it was built, and that the people who
constructed a house nearby since then knew full
well that the prison was there and have forever
been knowingly associated with it.

I am being diverted from my principal topic of
the prison industries.

The rebuilding programme is but an aspect of
the many things happening in the department. I
already mentioned the creation of the department
and the building programme and I refer to
general upgrading of management which has been
undertaken since it became a separate department
under the directorship of Mr Kidston. Although a
comparatively young man, Mr Kidston has
demonstrated in his portfolio as director a
capacity to work in what is the peculiarly difficult
and unique environment of a prison system. It is a
department which cannot be run on traditional
lines applying to other departments in the sense
that one deals with a population of people who are
in a particular position in the community.

Mr Brian Burke: Can I interrupt you to ask
whether you quoted me as saying the Labor
Government would give the Fremantle Prison
buildings to the Fremantle City Council?

Mr HASSELL: I am referring to some remarks
the Leader of the Opposition is reported in the
Fremantle Society magazine as having said.

Mr Brian Burke: I have never spoken to the
society. What I said was that the future of the
Fremantle Prison buildings would be decided in
consultation with the local authority.

Mr HASSELL: It does not read that way.
Mr Brian Burke: I have never spoken to the

Fremantle Society.

Mr HASSELL: The situation may have been
misreported. It is entirely possible. I am only
referring to what I have read.

Mr Parker: Is it not the case that the President
of the Fremantle Society is a member of your
staff?

Mr HASSELL: Not that I know of.

Mr Parker: Is Mr Rutherford a member of
your staff?

Mr HASSELL: Not that I know of-never has
been! The next aspect of the development of the
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prison system is the adoption of a new Prisons Act
which went through this Parliament last year and
which I trust shortly will be proclaimed, in part.
for thc reasons which have been drawn to my
attention by the member for Fremantle and of
which I was also aware, namely, that prisoners
are naturally anxious about the calculation of
their sentences. The new Act does provide f .or an
increase in the rate of remissions and prisoners
who arc presently confined will have the benefit of
that and they want to know when the new
legislation will come into operation. I have
advised the member for Fremantle and now the
House that a great deal of work currently is being
undertakcn to complete the regulations, rules, and
standing orders necessary to enable that Act to
come into operation, and that work will be
completed as soon as possible.

I referred to prison industries because the
development of prison industries is the next big
step to be taken in the prison system. In this area
we have a long way to go. The recent work that
has been undertaken at my request in deciding
what policies we should pursue and develop
indicates that there is not an institution in
'Western Australia in which some form of prison
industry is not practised. There is indeed a very
wide range of work being done within the prison
system including manual arts, mechanical work,
woodwork, metal work, and all kinds of activities
which give to the prisoners an opportunity to
increase their skills and capaiies and to develop
those skills so that, on release, they might become
useful citizens and not pursue the paths of
criminality which they previously followed.

In many respects, that is a vain hope and
reflects a long-standing and perhaps outdated
philosophy that by some process being applied to
a prisoner he can be reformed, which I think is
not accurate. All we can do is give the prisoners
an opportunity to learn something wll-a skill,
trade, or even occupation of the most simple
kind-in the hope that they will pursue it later
and that it will give them gainful employment.

Much of the work undertaken in prison
industries is towards community needs, one-off
jobs which cannot be satisfied by commercial
businesses. This work includes special bicycles for
the Spastic Centre, special shoes from the boot
shop, and so on. There is a community service
workshop at one of the prisons.

We now have the advent of the new Canning
Vale Prison with its vast workshops. They are vast
by any standards and probably represent an area
in square metres equivalent to the total area
currently occupied by prison industries in all the
other prisons. Therefore there is a completely new

dimension to be considered with respect to prison
industries.

A couple of years ago a manager of prison
industries was appointed for the first time and it
is his responsibility to draw together the threads
of the prison industries throughout the State and
begin to look at it as a whole, as one entity, as a
business of running a prison industry of whatever
form it is. It is in this regard we must develop our
philosophies and directions very clearly. It is
much more than a little craft shop in a corner of a
prison which is put aside to occupy the time of
some prisoners who have nothing else to do. It
must be more than that now it has reached its
present dimensions.

Mr Jamieson: You dropped one of the biggest
industries though-that of preparing their own
food, which I have never understood.

Mir HASSELL: The member is referring to
Canning Vale?

Mr Jamieson: Yes.
Mr H-ASSELL: The member for Welshpool

has raised a point which, I agree, is very
important and which I have questioned myself;
that is, the fact that at Canning Vale the services
block has been separated from the prison system
in such a way that prisoners do not work in the
essential services block, and it has been planned
that the prisoners should not be involved in the
preparation of prison meals. I tell the member for
Welshpool that not only has that been questioned,
but also in a consideration of both the economies
and the design of a furthier institution at Canning
Vale which is under way at the moment-

Mr Parker: For the psychological section?
Mr HASSELL: -it is for the multi-purpose

insti tution, which relates back to the issue about
the Fremantle premises being vacated-the
question of the use of prison labour in the services
area has been included. As far as I am concerned,
it must remain as one of the objectives of prison
industry, that it should seek to make the
department itself self-sufficient.

Mr Jamieson: Of course!
Mr HASSELL: to that respect, it has had

remarkable success. The production from
Pardelup and Karnet and from the fishing boat at
Geraldton is such as to provide nearly all the food
needs of the prison system throughout the State.
Of course, in some areas it is not practicable to
transport perishable food. it is not practicable to
transport milk to Kalgoorlie or Wyndham, but in
other respects these self-sufficient objectives can
be achieved.
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On my trip to the United States last year I was
very interested to visit their most modern prison
at Butner in North Carolina: It is a maximum
security institution. At the time I visited the
prison it housed the would-be assassin of
President Reagan-the person who shot
him-which gives us an indication of how
*'maximum" the security was. To look at the
buildings, a person would think he was in a
modern housing complex or development. The
great interest I had in that prison involved the
combination of its use as a security prison and for
the most severely psychiatrically and mentally
disturbed cases.

Mr Parker: On that question, you are currently
faced with a problem where there are too many
condemned prisoners in condemned cells in
Fremantle. What will you do about that? You
have three now and about four or five in the
pipeline.

Mr HASSELL: What a strange expression! I
know what the member means, but I do not think
it is a management problem yet and I do not
foresee it becoming one. The matter has been
considered.

I return to the prison industries in Butner in the
United States. Apart from my interest in their
housing of very severely psychiatrically disturbed
cases, and recognising the options of the system
they were using-the fact that it is a modern
prison, where they have a choice of sending people
back to other prisons if they do not work out-it
nevertheless is a remarkable operation and one
which sparked my view that we could ourselves
develop a multi-purpose institution in this State,
instead of handling the problem with duplicated
facilities which really do not satisfy the needs of
medical treatment and security which the
community demands and expects.

To return to the matter of prison industries: In
Butner, the prisoners operated under the Prison
Industries Corporation. The corporation had won
a contract to provide mailbags to the U.S. mail
service and had a very large turnover of money. It
is strange that we should be referring to mailbags,
because when we think of prison labour in the
nineteenth century we naturally tend to think of
prisoners sitting and stitching mailbags. That is a
very old and traditional sort of prison labour.
However, in the case of Butner, mailbag
production was not operated in that way. The
workshop of the prison was operated on the most
modern lines, with work being carried out on a
production-line basis. The operation was geared
efficiently and effectively to produce the
maximum production without necessarily having
every piece of modern equipment which would

reduce the manpower required-because, clearly,
they had plenty of manpower.

Mr Parker: What happened to the proceeds?
Mr HASSELL: The proceeds went back into

the corporation. The corporation was self-
sufficient; it had to buy its own materials and
account for its activities; it had to make a profit,
and build up the prison industries themselves.

Mr Parker: So, it was really designed to build
up the industries?

Mr HASSELL: Yes, to a degree, and to pay
the prisoners. Interestingly enough, the pay
received by prisoners was not vastly above the
amounts we pay in Western Australia, and our
amounts are under review. However, the pay rates
were structured differently to give recognition to
skill, and to a higher level of production. In other
words, piecework rates applied. So, for example, a
man who produced 150 corner stitches on a
mailbag would receive more than a person who
produced only 100, in a given time.

Those are the kinds of aspects we must
examine. The whole matter of how we handle this
issue is something we are presently considering,
and it has a long way to go. I believe it is the next
stage in the development of the prison system in
this State. We have a modern prison system in
terms of its philosophy, outlook, and working; we
have a prison system which, fortunately, is not
wracked with the serious problems which have
emerged in other States; and we have a system
which is in the course of modernisation in its law,
its administration, and its institutional
functioning.

Mr Parker: Don't you think one of the
problems will be with your own departments? For
example, on a tour of the Canning Vale Prison
last year, the matter of the maintenance of
Government motor vehicles, either generally or at
the time of disposal, was mentioned; it was
suggested prisoners could take care of such work.
However, when talking to people from another
Government department, I was told that they
would fight tooth and nail against any such
suggestion.

Mr HASSELL: I have no doubt those sorts of
issues will be raised. Of course, we are not looking
to put people out of work for the sake of providing
work for convicted people.

Myr Parker: Their problem was not so much
putting people out of work, but, rather, that the
work done by the prisoners may not be carried out
properly.

Mr HASSELL: I can say to the member for
Fremantle only that all of our experience is to the
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contrary and that, generally, work carried out
within prisons is of a high standard. One has only
to visit the laundry at the Canning Vale Prison
and see the laundry trolleys made by the prisoners
to appreciate the standard of work which can be
achieved within prisons. I do not think that will be
the problem: it may be simply a matter of
adjusting from one side of government to another.

The two areas which will be critical are,
naturally, the concerns of private industry and of
the trade unions. The trade unions will be fearful
that, in some way, we are seeking to drag down
the standards they aspire to achieve through
arbitration, and other processes, and private
industry naturally will be concerned about the
possibility of unfair levels of competition from a
Government department or instrumentality which
is not subject to sales tax, which has purchasing
advantages, and which, of course, has the key
advantage of a labour force which is not subject
to the same levels of pay as people in private
industry-bearing in mind, of course, that in
many cases the prison labour force is untrained,
unreliable, and transitory. However, those are
points we must continue to examine; it is well
under way. The issue is important not only to the
prison system, but also, and more importantly, to
the community generally because if we succeed in
making this area better, inevitably it will
contribute to the success of the prison system in
offering real rehabilitation.

I wish now to refer briefly to a couple of other
matters. I mention in passing the Australian
Police College. We have made the strongest of
representations to the Commonwealth and other
Ministers involved in the administration of the
police in Australia, that the Australian Police
College should be relocated to this State. If we
look around this State, we find it is very hard to
identify one or, at the most, two national
institutions based in Western Australia. I have
tried to think of them and there may be one,
although I cannot remeriiber which it is: if there
are more than two such institutions, I would be
very surprised.

However, the reverse applies in the Eastern
States, with the defence headquarters located
here and there, and the national arts foundations,
the Australian ballet, the Australian opera, and
many Commonwealth instrumentalities based in
Sydney and Melbourne in particular, and the
States of New South Wales and Victoria
generally. We can think of the Australian
Maritime College which, contrary to all good
sense-bearing in mind the fishing industry of
this State-was located in Tasmania. When we
add up those things and include the many other

disadvantages we suffer not simply because of
discrimination-although I think some of that
exists-but also because of our distance and
isolation, we realise there is a good case for
considering that Western Australia should be the
site of a national institution.

As I say, one such institution which quite
properly could be placed here is the Australian
Police College. The college is to be relocated:
there is no argument about that. It is not simply a
matter of our saying, "We would like to have it
here: move it here." The college must be moved,
anyway, at the request of the NSW Government
and in pursuance of a longstanding obligation on
the part of the Commonwealth to move it.

Western Australia made very strong
representations and, to some extent, received a
sympathetic hearing from some areas. On the
other hand, I was disappointed with the reactions
of certain elements. In one case, I could not help
but be left momentarily speechless when it was
suggested the Australian Police College could not
be relocated in Western Australia because the
other States could not afford the cost of sending
their officers here. I then had to remind them
forcibly of the many years in which Western
Australia had borne the enormous expense of
sending our officers of one kind or another to the
Eastern States for training or participation of one
sort or another.

Mr Tonkin: Hear, hear!
Mr HASSELL: I have asked our Federal

members to support us. and I am glad to say they
have. If we continue to make the kinds of
generous offers we have made in relation to this
matter, the justice of our case eventually will be
seen, and I am very hopeful we will bring the
Australian Police College to this city. Although it
would be a completely separate, independent
institution, it would represent a great boost to our
own Police Force, as well as mark a further
milestone in the development of Australian police
co-operation.

Still in the area of police, I refer briefly to a
matter of the gravest concern; namely, the
Commonwealth Criminal Investigation Bill. This
legislation has its origins in the work of a number
of committees and inquiries and, latterly, in the
work of the Commonwealth Law Reform
Commission and its report. The Criminal
Investigation Bill seeks to include in a single set of
provisions all the rules relating to the
investigation of offences by the police under the
jurisdiction of the Commonwealth.

I say at the outset that the objective of putting
into one set of clearly defined provisions all the
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rules relating to the gathering of
evidence-particularly con fessional evidence-is
one with which we could not quarrel. To some
extent, it is an idealistic objective because,
necessarily, there always will be legal decisions on
the import and effect of the rules;, but basically it
is a sound objective.

However, that is as far as we can go in
commending this Bill because it poses very grave
dangers to the effectiveness of law enforcement in
Australia. Basically, the legislation relates to the
Australian Federal police, which is a matter
within the constitutional competence of the
Commonwealth. However, unfortunately, it
affects us in two ways: Firstly, it is presented as a
model which is sought to provide an example
which should be followed by the States and the
Territories: and, secondly, it purports in some of
its provisions to apply to the Western Australian
Police Force.

As I say, the Commonwealth legislation sets
out to define, clause by clause through 68 clauses,
the rules that apply to the gathering of evidence
by police, from the moment a policeman speaks to
a witness-not only a suspet-to the moment of
trial. It relates to the gathering of evidence by
way of confession. It prescribes the necessity for
the tape recording of evidence gathered. It
describes the technical rules by which evidence
may be gathered.

The legislation is discriminatory in favour of
Aborigines and Torres Strait islanders. I would
have thought that with all the complaints of
discrimination against Aborigines we have heard
in the past for so long and so loud-and, in many
cases, they have been well justified-it would not
be appropriate to proceed with legislation relating
to the criminal justice system which was
discriminatory in their favour. One can imagine
that a disadvantaged group in the community
may require some welfare benefit to overcome
their disadvantage. However, surely one cannot
accept a proposition that, in a criminal justice
system, discriminatory legislation should be built
in as a statutory requirement.

However, it is not those provisions which
provide us with the greatest concern. It is the key
provision of the Bill which purports to raise to the
status of a statutory right all the procedural rules
which precede it; I refer to clause 69 of the Bill.
That provides that where, in proceedings in a
court in respect of an offence, an objection is
taken to evidence on the grounds that it has not
been obtained in accordance with the preceding
requirements of the Bill, the court should not
admit the evidence, "unless in the opinion of the
court, admission of the evidence would

substantially benefit the public interest in the
administration of criminal justice without unduly
prejudicing the rights and freedoms of any
person."

It must be clear to anyone who reads those
simple words that it would never be possible to
suggest that the confession of an offence being
admitted would not unduly prejudice the
freedoms of the person charged, for the simple
reason that the confession would be pivotal in
procuring his conviction. Therefore, that section
is, as it stands, quite unworkable.

I am glad to say that Mr Justice Kirby, the
Chairman of the Commonwealth Law Reform
Commission, recognised that himself in a recent
speech in which he said, amongst other things, in
support of the Bill-

But there is one problem in clause 69
which should be frankly acknowledged by
me, and which is common to the 1981 Bill,
the 1977 Bill, and the Bill attached to the
Law Reform Commission's report It is a
problem that has been called to the attention
of the Attorney General's Department
because it is above all important that we
should get clause 69 right. Much depends on
the success of its operation.

Mr Justice Kirby then goes on to identify the very
problem: Clause 69 makes the Bill so severe in its
terms that any evidence obtained, especially
evidence of a confessional nature, would be
virtually inadmissible. I cannot say too strongly
how concerned we are about this Bill and the
effect it will have on the administration of the law
generally.

I conclude by pointing out that we have made
strong representations in this respect to the
Commonwealth Government, and that the
Commissioners of Police, at their recent meeting,
made their own represen tat ions. I hope that the
basic principle of raising to the status of statutory
rights the procedural rules of gathering evidence
will be changed because that is really what is
wrong with the Bill. It is raising the status of
those procedural rules beyond what they should
be.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [5.34 p.m.]: As I
sat here listening to the Minister for Police and
Prisons, I wondered when we last heard from a
Minister during an Address-i n- Reply debate. I
suppose we have heard from them before in this
type of debate, but the occasions have been few
and far between.

Mr Young: It was worth waiting for though,
wasn't it?
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Mr DAVIES: I wondered what the contribution
was in aid of. I was interested in what might be
explained.

Mr Laurance: You have heard from two
Ministers this afternoon.

Mr Carr: The Minister for Local Government
was answering a particular query. That is a little
different from making a policy speech.

Mr DAVIES: The Minister is just as entitled as
is anyone else to speak in this debate. However,
having vetted the Governor's Address in Cabinet,
and having written the particular part relating to
his own department-and the Minister has plenty
of opportunities to put over the views of his
department-it is not usual, to say the least, to
hear a Minister speak during an Address-in-Reply
debate.

Mr Parker: It would have been interesting had
the Minister moved an amendment.

Mr DAV IES: I thought there may have been a
surprise in the Minister's speech, but there was no
surprise at all.

Opposition and back-bench members of
Parliament do not have as many opportunities as
Ministers to speak in this House, so I want to take
the opportunity to do so. I do not have any
particular problems relating to my electorate. It is
a long-established electorate which probably has
most of the problems of other electorates, one or
two of which are worse than those in other
electorates. The issues affecting electors these
days are housing, interest rates, education and
unemployment. I will not deal with those matters
particularly tonight, because they will be dealt
with specifically by the Opposition during the
currency of this session of Parliament-there is
not the slightest doubt about that.

First, I would like to be traditional and offer
congratulations to those who find themselves in
changed positions since we last met. I offer my
congratulations to the Premier-I hope he leads
his party for a very long time and the State for no
more than about 12 months. That is the kindest
wish I think I can extend to him.

Of course. we all look forward to the coming 12
months, and particularly , to the next State
election. The outcome seems fairly clear already.
I also offer my congratulations to those elevated
to the Ministry, and commiserations to those who
thought they would be elevated, but who were
not. I know there always must be some
disappointments. All I can say to those members
is that there will be another day.

To the new members also I offer my
congratulations. The member for Swan has had

long political experience outside the actual
business of the House. He comes very well versed
in the workings of the Australian Labor Party,
both in the State and Federal sphere. He has
worked for a long time within his electorate, and
he knows very well indeed just what it entails to
be a member of Parliament. I am quite sure we
will receive an excellent effort from him.

To the member for Nedlands I apologise for
not being able to sit through the whole of his
speech last night as I had to attend another
function. However, I congratulate him on his
maiden speech, as well as on his being here. As a
matter of fact, when I had to leave he had
reached a very interesting part of his speech. He
referred to blaming management for strikes. I
thought chat was pertinent because I listened to
the 7.00 p.m. news on my way back to the House
later in the night and I heard a Federal
Minister-I think Mr Viner-taking employers to
task. He said that some 34 per cent of the strikes
which occurred last year were caused by
management and 16 per cent were caused by
working conditions. So that means nearly half of
the strikes last year were not directly attributable
to actions taken by militant union leaders-the
people usually blamed in all circumstances. I
doubt whether the union leaders would be
responsible for 15 per cent of the strikes.

To return to the point, I congratulate the
member for Nedlands, and I welcome him here.

Mr O'Connor: Hear, hear!
Mr DAVIES: I hope he Finds the time he

spends in the House satisfying in every way.
I suppose it would not be unusual in this debate

to refer to the actual motion before us. I should
imagine that procedure is not outside Standing
Orders. I have said before that what is in the
Governor's Speech is often of passing interest, but
what is of real interest is what is not in the
Governor's Speech. During both the autumn and
spring parts of the session, I will be waiting to see
what legislation the Government brings forward
that was not forecast in the Governor's Speech.
Really, it was a very poor Governor's Speech. I
know we have said that on many occasions before.
However, this Governor's Speech really left a
great deal to be desired. It was the barest
statement of fact, and it glossed over some of the
important issues of the day in a very casual
manner indeed. I would like to comment on one or
two paragraphs, and suggest a way in which the
matters raised should have been dealt with.

The Governor's Speech did not refer to
proposed legislation of any consequence. If we are
to believe what is in the Governor's Speech, it
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seems that most of the legislation 10 be irtrodued
this session will be of a very formal nature; in
many cases merely amending mistakes which
have become apparent in existing Acts since
Parliament last met:

The Governor referred to the housing situation,
and he gave some attention to the mortgage
assessment and relief committee. He did not tell
us that it was extremely difficult to obtain any
assistance from that committee.

Mr Wilson: You just try!
Mr DAVIES-, The member for Dianella is

emphasising the point I was making-it is very
difficult to get assistance from the committee.
Many people who have approached the committee
then come to my office seeking guidance. They
say they had hoped to get something from the
committee, but they found they received no
assistance at all. What the Governor should have
said in his Speech was that it was a scandal that
the Government spent public money just before
three by-elections advertising the action it had
taken in regard to housing, That was a blatant
abuse of public office if ever there was one. Why,
just before three important by-elections, did the
Government suddenly pay for newspaper space to
tell the public what it was doing in regard to
housing? What the Government did was little
enough anyway. The Government needs to be
castigated-we are told time and time again that
it has not enough money, there is none to spare,
and yet it can abuse its position by using public
money to bolster up its own dithering image. That
is the only way to describe the Government's
image in relation to housing. 1 hope I never see
such action again. It would have been better for
the Governor to say in his Speech that he was
disgusted at the way public money was used to
bolster the image of the Liberal Party. Many
people complained to me about this matter.

We will be watching with interest also to see
what happens in regard to water rating. Again we
have seen a great deal of arm waving and half
promises. The rates review committee has been
looking into Government and other rates, but the
Government seems to want to forget its findings
as quickly as possible. The Governor forecast that
the Metropolitan Water Board would be
restructured during the present session of
Parliament. What the Governor should have done
was refer us to the Governor's Speech of 1962 or
1963 when we were told that the control of the
Metropolitan Water Board would be taken away
from the Parliament. We were then told that
legislation would be introduced to give the water
board autonomy. We know legislation was passed
to do just that, but we also know that in practice

the water boa rd has been anything but
autonomous.

The Metropolitan Water Board has been
dictated to by the Government; it has been
dictated to by Ministers time and time again.
Now, apparently, after approximately 20 years of
that supposedly autonomous operation, it is to
revert to the situation of Parliament having
control. If you were in the House at that time, Mr
Speaker, you would remember that the Premier of
the day said the matter of water rating had to be
taken right away from the political and
parliamentary sphere; the water board must be
made to operate at a profit, and operate by itself.
He was pleased that the whole matter would be
removed from the Parliament, but of course we
are seeing it all come back again. It is interesting
to see a policy initiated by a previous Liberal
Government some 20 years ago being reversed.

Leave to Continue Speech

Mr DAVIES: I move-
That I be given leave to continue my

speech at a later stage of the sitting.
Motion put and passed.
Debate thus adjourned.

ACTS AMENDMENT (JUDICIAL
APPOINTMENTS) BILL

Message: Appropriations

Message from the Governor received and readt
recommending appropriations for the purposes o
the Bill.

QUESTIONS

Questions were taken at this stage.

Sitting suspended fromn 6.15 to 7.30 p. m.

ADDRESS-iN-REPLY: SIXTH DAY

Motion

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [7.30 p.m.]:
With due respect to the personage of His
Excellency, I must say the speech the Government
gave him to read at the opening of Parliament
was a recital of known facts. It gave little hope for
the future and little encouragement that the
session would be very bright, as' far as the
Government was concerned. We will certainly do
our best to make it interesting and I am sure we
will.

I wish to repeat some of the statements made in
His Excellency's Speech. The first was as
follows-
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The Western Australian Government
views with deep concern the number of
unemployed in the community:

That is amazing. I thought the Government would
be happy or would have taken some glory in
reaching record unemployment because it surely
must be the post-war record or unemployment.
My experience would parallel that of other
members who have a regular procession of people
through their offices applying (or welfare
assistance, but, more importantly, looking for
work.

This is of great concern to us all. I wish to
remind the House that when the Tonkin
Government went out of office there was less tha n
two per cent unemployed in this State and the
then Leader of the Opposition-subsequently the
Premier who recently retired-said we should
give him six months and he would cure the
unemployment problem State by State. As far as
Western Australia was concerned, it was an
absolute scandal that there should be so many
unemployed.

If the fact that less than two per cent of the
work force was unemployed was a scandal, seven
per cent must surely be an outrage; yet, the best
we can hope for is that the Governor says that
this Government is concerned. When we read the
Speech we note there is little hope for any
improvement in the next 12 months.

I have mentioned that some of the items in the
Speech may have been more properly written. I
wish to repeat also that it was good to hear the
new member for Nedlands say that management
needs to look at itself, as far as industrial relations
are concerned. I agree with him wholeheartedly,
particularly in view of the Figures I quoted
previously.

I will not read through the Speech any further
because really it contains very little on which to
comment and very little of much consequence.

I am pleased to note that the Government will
proceed with the birthmark campaign. I was sorry
that previously the Government let the matter
drop though I suppose it has been advised by
experts who told it to drop the campaign.The
campaign will have a significant effect on the
local products and there will be subsequent
employment if the Government can encourage
people to buy local products.

I make no apologies (or the local products
because in all honesty I can say that the imported
products-and that includes products from the
Eastern States-are no better than the local
products. Our only complaint is that there are too

few local products available and too many from
the Eastern States.

The Governor did not mention in his Speech
that the Government was about to embark on a
campaign to attract industry from the Eastern
States to Western Australia. The main string to
the bow seems to be that we are able to offer a
sure supply of electricity. Nothing is sure in this
world and so the Government cannot say that
there will be an uninterrupted and continual flow
of electricity. The Government cannot say that it
will be a cheap supply of electricity because the
price of electricity in Western Australia is dearer
than that in any other State in the
Commonwealth.

Mr Watt: Ours is the most reliable supply.
Mr DAVIES: What does it matter if it is

reliable if one cannot afford to turn on a switch?
It does not matter at all. One could have
squillions of megawatts being generated, but not
be able to turn on a fan, a radio, or a pump. What
good is it then and what is the advantage to
people who decide to come to Western Australia
if they cannot afford the cost of their product
because the electricity is the dearest in Australia?

There have been problems with electricity in
New South Wales, but the blame cannot be
levelled at the Government. If members have
watched "Nationwide" and such programmes
which have been covering the electricity problem
in New South Wales they will understand that it
is not a matter of a few blokes downing tools; it is
far more serious than that. some of the latest
equipment which has been installed has not come
up to scratch. The Government cannot be blamed
if a product is bought to do a job and then it is
found that it cannot.

There is no reason that head offices of
companies should not be established in Western
Australia where communications are highly
desirable. For instance, there is no reason that
TAA or Ansett could not have its head office in
Western Australia. Both easily could be located
here. I am open to correction, but I believe TWA
has its head office in San Francisco and it works
quite effectively because communications are its
main line. There is no reason that major
companies could not be located in Western
Australia instead of in the Eastern States.

How many people in this House have come
across friends or acquaintances who have given a
lifetime of service to a company, only to find that
the company has been taken over by an Eastern
States Firm and they arc left, at the age of 50 or
55, without a job? This occurs because they are
credit managers or accountants and their duties
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are being taken over by a computer located in the
Eastern States. I am sure many people Find that
our work is going to the Eastern States.

We can offer a better city in which to live,
although we are at a disadvantage because of
transport. We can offer electricty, even though it
is at a price.

Mr Watt: I do not think anyone would disagree
with you, but how do you think we could achieve
that?

Mr DAVIES: With a positive effort.

Mr Watt: Legislation?

Mr DAVIES; If we wish industry to come to
Westcrn Australia we should not want to tell
companies to establish a branch office here; we
should ask them to establish their headquarters
here.

Mr Watt: I am not disagreeing with you. I am
asking: How do you achieve it?

Mr DAVIES:. We have to encourage
organisations to locate their head offices in
Western Australia. I am sure that if Robert
Holmes a'Court had been successful in taking
control of Ansctt, he would have established 'a
head office in Western Australia.

Mr Watt: Are you going to suggest Albany
would be the place?

Mr DAVIES: That would be the third last
place.

Mr Menisaros: Holmes a'Court has about half.
the shares right now.

Mr DAVIES: Why do companies transfer their
head offices from London 10 Sydney?

Mr Mensaros: Two oil companies have moved
here from Queensland. One was Hudson Bay
which set up its headquarters in Perth, and Getty
Oil has a head office- in Perth, as does Selection
Trust.

Mr DAVIES: I am pleased with that
information because I did not realise those
companies had head offices here. That indicates
that they can work effectively from Western
Australia and they were captured at the right
time.

In his Speech, the Governor referred to the
extensive road network and that of course
virtually spelt the doom of the railways. Despite
what might be said, since 1960-61 the railways
have been in a state of decline. A number of new
initiatives have been taken, but none seems to
have established a better position for the railways.

We note that with the outrageous proposal of
the joint venture the cream of the railway traffic
will be divided between the railways and the

public company. Westrail will be left with the
rubbish and will have the responsibility to take it.
Of course, Governments have a responsibility to
provide a proper transport system, but not in the
way it has been developed in the past few' years.
Bit by bit, the cream of the railway traffic h'a s
been handed over to private enterprise and the
public have bee n complaining about the
deterioration of the service, The Government does
not seem to take any interest in this matter, and
that is of some considerable regret to me. I was
one of a group of parliamentarians who looked at
the Midland Workshop today, All concerned are
to be congratulated on what has been
accomplished there. I remember 4he railway
workshop in the early 1950s when I worked in the
area. 1 had to walk the whole length of the
buildings to the stores branch and the workshop
was very old and decrepit at that time. So I was
really amazed at what I saw this morning. We are
now doing work for some of the Eastern States
railways. The management is to be commended
for the enthusiasm it has engendered in the staff.
Indeed, the staff are to be commended on the
quality of the work they are turning out.

We have a wonderful resource which should be
used to absolute capacity. We should ensure that
the workshops are not starved of funds and are
able to maintain the present standard. The
management is to be congratulated.

I see that the Government realises the
importance of tourism and this is noted in the
Governor's Speech. The Governor said that a
great many international flag carriers used Perth
Airport and that we could count on increasing
trade. We should do a great deal more than we
are doing at present to attract people to Western
Australia. We have set up an office, put up a few
posters, shown a few films, and handed out a few
pamphlets. The one mentioned in Bill Bailey's
column the other day did little to enthuse people
to come here. The best thing we can do is to
encourage personal contact. We should send
teams of sporting people or members of
organisations to Asian places and create an
impact. Possibly one of our football teams could
do this, and given the right publicity, the people
who live in these other Countries would know
where Western Australia is.

Another idea would be to send our symphony
orchestra to some of these places. That would be
an ideal way to draw attention to some of the
lesser known sides of Australian life, It would be
quite different from the sporting, barbecue, and
beer image which is promoted all too often.
Perhaps we could send the Western Australian
Ballet Company or the WA Symphony Orchestra
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to Asia. The work of these groups is of a very
high standard, and this would be a fairly dramatic
way to draw attention to what Western Australia
has to offer.

I would like to mention a few other matters
briefly. The Governor drew attention to the
amalgamation of the Road Traffic Authority and
the Police Department. He might well have
commented that this is a reversal of the earlier
policy to split up the two bodies, It is a sad state
of affairs that it has taken such a long while to
bring these two back together again. I hope we
save some money from the merger. The Governor
might have commented also on the communities'
increasing concern about reports which appear in
the media about the Police Force. There is not the
slightest doubt that 99 per cent of members of the
Police Force are honest. I am sorrS indeed that
the recently released report of the former
Ombudsman (Mr Oliver Dixon)-a man for
whom I have a great deal of admiration-was
limited because of the limited terms of reference
of the inquiry. The report was absolutely
predictable. The comment made by the Leader of
the Opposition about the report could have been
written at the time the inquiry was announced.
The terms of reference were far too limited. No
protection was provided for the witnesses, and as
a consequence, it was hardly likely that the people
who could give evidence would come forward.

It is only a matter of six years or so ago that a
Royal Commission was held into similar charges.
We knew what the outcome of that Royal
Commission would be, because the terms of
reference allowed the commission to inquire into
things that happened only up to a certain date,
and the really significant matters happened after
that date. So we really want a commission with
the widest possible terms of reference, with
protection for witnesses, and with the ability for
evidence to be taken in camera whenever the
Royal Commissioner feels such a course is
necessary. I would be quite pleased to have Mr
Oliver Dixon as a Royal Commissioner. I believe
he has the right approach and is very adept at
carrying out such inquiries. However, the job he
has done on this occasion is the best we could
expect.

We were not surprised to have a similar result
in the report that was tabled only yesterday. The
same thing will happen again and again until the
whole matter is cleaned up satisfactorily. I am
quite certain that the senior officers of the Police
Force, inculding the Commissioner of Police,
want to see the matter cleaned up- I have noted
from the Press reports that these officers also are
restricted in what they can do. As a consequence

there will be remaining doubts until an absolutely
proper inquiry is held.

I notice that in the Governor's Speech, under
the heading "Attorney General", the Governor
said it is also Government policy to encourage the
use of community service orders as an alternative
to imprisonment wherever possible. I thoroughly
endorse that remark, and I hope the Government
carries out its intention. However, I hope that the
Government will be able to police these
community service orders properly. I have been
associated with several organisations to which
people who have been sentenced to do community
work have been directed. The supervision was
negligible, and the effort of the people concerned
has matched the supervision. Indeed, one man
who was supposed to do approximately a week's
work over a period worked for approximately two
hours. Nobody cares. When the secretary of the
organisation telephoned to say that the man had
not appeared he was told that there was not much
the department could do about it.

I see that later on it is intended to increase the
scheme to cover children as well as adults under
the community service orders. I hope that the
department has the staff to supervise properly the
people who are supposed to be doing the work. At
the moment community service orders seem to be
a very easy way out for the person who has
received this penalty. It seems to be of little
concern to the authorities whether the work is
done.

I am pleased to see, under the heading "Local
Government", that the Government has taken up
the Labor Party's suggestion-and one which has
been made so often-to update the Local
Government Act. Certainly some of the provisions
which require the Governor's approval should be
deleted.

Mrs Craig: We had been doing this
constantly-long before you suggested it.

Mr DAVIES: I would not argue with a lady, of
course, Mr Speaker, and if she says that is so, I
will accept it as far as the record is concerned.
However, I know the actual position as far as the
Opposition is concerned.

I would like to say a few words about the way
in which Ministers answer questions in this
House, and the lack of information in their
replies. This Government is becoming increasingly
an indecisive one. We ask straightout questions,
and we receive fuddled and muddled answers. I
would much rather have a Minister reply ".Yes"
or "No", or even "We do not know", rather than
hear a Minister hedging. For instance, it is time
for the Government to come clean about the
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option it favours in regard to the development of
the Perth Airport. Does the Government favour a
parallel runway, or does it favour an extension of
the existing runway? I asked Lhjs question of the
Minister for Urban Development and Town
Planning on 23 March. I was told that the
existing north-south long runway had recently
been extended-a fact of which I was well aware.
I was then told that there was no knowledge of
any plans to extend it further.

One wonders why the road system is being
developed in the way that it is and why there has
been constant contact between the local
authorities in the area and expressions of concern
about the likely extension of the runway if that is
so. The Government says it has no knowledge of
any plans to extend the runway further, and it
says provision is made in the metropolitan region
scheme for sufficient land for the ultimate
development of a parallel runway. Why does not
the Minister tell us what the Government
favours? Perhaps the Government does not know
and if that is so it should say so. It is time the
Government made up its mind as this matter has
been going on for a very long time.

There are four major options for the
development of the airport, and the Government
should declare itself. However, the Government's
attitude is typical.

On the same day I asked whether a school
nurse would be appointed to Kent Street Senior
High School. In reply to my question, the
Minister for Health said-

I understand that an application has been
made to the Education Department. The
Education Department will, inturn, ask the
Public Health Department to provide a nurse
when funds are available.

The Minister told me that if an application has
been made, if the school wants one, if the
Education Department will write to the Public
Health Department, and if the funds are
available, the school can have a nurse. Why could
not the Minister say whether funds are or are not
available? It is as simple as that.

I asked the Minister for Works a question
about the procedure in regard to resumption and
why people whose land was to be resumed were
not told of the options open to them. The options
are simple: A person may agree to accept the
offer made, he may take court action for
compensation, or he may refer the claim to a
compensation court. So there are three ways to
settle a claim. However, the Government does not
tell that to the persons affected. It tries to bully

people into accepting a figure without telling
them what the options are.

As soon as land is to be resumed and the
Government is prepared to negotiate for the land,
the people concerned should be approached. An
offer should be made, but they should be told that
if they are not prepared to accept that offer,
certain actions may be taken. Instead of the
Government's following that course, people are
left to worry. They approach their members of
Parliament, ring up the department, and generally
get the runaround. The Minister replied to my
question that there was no need to do this. He
said that the department might be able to come to
a settlement with the owners without telling them
of the options available.

Mr Mensaros: If you read the whole answer
you will see it had a different connotation.

Mr DAVIES: The reply says-
It is not considered necessary to advise

owners of the methods of determining
disputes until it appears that no agreement
will be reached.

Mr Mensaros: That is right, because if you can
reach an agreement, it is not necessary.

Mr DAVIES: Why does not the department
say, "We will give you $X, and if you do not want
to accept it, then this is how it can be settled"?
Sometimes people accept the Government's offer
because they feel they have to. The Government
should not be a "bully boy". It is bad enough for
the people to lose their homes, but it is worse still
if they do not know the options, and if they spend
the rest of their lives worrying that they may have
got more for the property that was resumed.

I asked another question of the Minister for
Police as follows-

On what evidence, including statistical,
was the decision taken to close the Police
Department licensing office at Victoria
Park?

The people of Victoria Park are very concerned
that the office has been closed. The traffic office
still exists, and while the amenity is there, surely
the licensing office could open from 9.00 am. to
5.00 p.m. However, the Government ignored my
request for information. It just said that the
decision to close the Victoria Park licensing office
was made on economic grounds following a
recommendation of the Cabinet expenditure
review committee, taking into consideration the
close proximity of the Perth and Carlisle licensing
centres. The Government is saying, "There is one
there and one there. We don't need one here." It
did not matter whether the one in the middle was
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doing more business than the others, or whether it
was doing a considerable amount of business. The
Government said, "We'll close that one down."
Once again, we did not receive a responsive
answer to the question I asked. I hope that during
the session we will see a considerable
improvement, because I will not take the fobbing-
off answers with which the Government contents
itself.

In the few minutes available, I will make a plea
for the appointment of more speech pathologists
in the Government system. These were formerly
called "speech therapists"; but I understand they
changed their name recently to "pathologists." I
asked the Minister for Health-

Mr Watt: According to the Minister tonight,
they are still called speech therapists.

Mr DAVIES: Perhaps it depends on to whom
one is talking.

Mr Watt: I am only quoting the Minister.

Mr DAVIES: Some people have delusions of
grandeur. Perhaps they think that pathologists are
better than therapists. In asking the question I
used both names so that the Minister could not
dodge the answer.

The outcome of the matter is that, apparently.
we have an unmet demand for speech
therapists-I will return to the old name and
please the member for Albany. I asked the
Minister for Health whether the establishment
was sufficient to meet the demand. He gave the
following answer-

It is recognised that there are unmet needs
in this area, but every effort is made to
minimise these with resources available and
within the current financial restraints.

That was a fair bit of gobbledygook. I asked the
same question of the Honorary Minister Assisting
the Minister for Education as follows-

Is the availability sufficient to meet the
demand?

The answer of the Honorary Minister was a
succinct "No." Of course we know it is not.

This is an area in which the Government could
well spend some money. I am conscious of the fact
that the member for Dianella last week tabled a
petition with over 2 000 signatures. The petition
indicated a serious need in the community for
these professional people.

I find that the special schools in my area do not
have access to speech pathologists. The South
Kensington Special School rarely has them,
because of the age of the children. However, the
Millen and Kenwick Special Schools do not have
access to any speech pathologists. This is a matter

of very great concern, because the services of
these people are required particularly when the
children are young. At that age, any serious faults
or serious impediments can be corrected with
proper care.

When speaking with Dr Guy Hamilton I
discovered that he has very limited resources, and
he has to say, "Well, I can only effectively use
those resources within a limited area, and the rest
will have to go begging." This is a matter in
which steps need to be taken. We are supposed to
be a wealthy State and a lucky State. Surely we
can afford speech pathologists to attend the
schools on one day a week, so they can show the
teachers what should be done and the problems
that the children are encountering can be
overcome.

I understand that such a scheme can work quite
successfully; but very specialised knowledge is
required at times. At other times, the teachers can
do much of the work, if they are shown the way.
This is a serious matter. The fact that more than
2 000 people signed a petition should make the
Government act.

I draw attention to the answers which I
received tonight, which confirmed my worst fears.
Surely speech pathologists can be provided to
meet this need.

MR GORDON HILL (Swan) [8.08 pi.m.]: I
consider it a very great privilege to represent the
electorate of Swan. It is an area with enormous
potential for development as one of the five major
subregional centres in the metropolitan area. It
will develop with the correct policies of
government at all levels.

It is an area which is suffering at the hands of
conservative Governments today, and which has
suffered at the hands of conservative
Governments in the past. The electors of Swan
are aware of the extent of the problems that have
been experienced in that electorate. At the recent
by-election in Swan, they voted overwhelmingly
for the Australian Labor Party as a show of
recognition of the positive policies that were put
forward by Brian Burke. I thank them for their
support.

One of the most significant ways in which the
electors of Swan have suffered, regardless of their
party allegiance and regardless of their financial
position, is in having their votes stolen by
conservative Governments today, and by
conservative Governments in the past.

I understand that one of the conventions in this
"exclusive club", as it was called in the past by
one member in his maiden speech, is that
members should not be contentious in delivering
their maiden speeches. I intend to ignore that
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convention. It suits me to speak frankly and
honestly in this place. Conservative Governments
in the past have broken conventions when it suited
them. and tonight I intend to speak frankly and
honestly on an issue that is Funidamental to the
people of Western Australia.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!
Mr GORDON KILL: Because some of the

things I say may be considered a little
provocative, 1 am prepared and happy to forgo or
waive any privilege that I may have as a new
member delivering my maiden speech in terms of
receiving interjections.

This Government stands condemned for
stealing people's votes. The Government has
decided that the people of the metropolitan area
should be regarded as second-class citizens. It has
decided that the electorate of Swan shall have
twice as many voters as the adjoining electorate of
Munda ring, yet each electorate shall elect the
same number of members of Parliament. This
Government is dishonest and corrupt. It is
dishonest-

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the member for
Swan to resume his seat.

The member for Swan can be excused for not
knowing-because he has not been here
before-thai the use of language like that has
been ruled as unacceptable by me. However, I
point out to him that it is unacceptable, and I ask
him to moderate his tone.

Mr Tonkin: You can do dishonest things, but
you must not talk about them.

Mr CORDON HILL: This Government is
dishonest because it leads the people of Western
Australia to believe that they live in a democratic
society. It perpetrates a massive fraud on the
people of Western Australia. It is corrupt because
the Government is-

The SPEAKER: Order! The member will
resume his seat.

I drew his attention a moment ago to the use of
fairly extravagant language. I tell him now that if
he persists in using that type of language when
referring to the Government or to members of the
Parliament, I will have no alternative but to take
some action.

Mr GORDON HILL: Simply because it is
lawful to steal people's votes does not mean that it
should be permitted. In fact, it should be
unlawful, and written into the Constitution of
Western Australia, as it has been in many similar
countries around the world. The Supreme Court
of the United States of America ruled many years
ago that it is unlawful to have a situation of other

than one-vote-one-value in that country. Justice
Warren of the United States Supreme Court said
that Legislatures represent people, not trees, nor
sheep, nor the spaces between them. He said
also-

... to the extent that a citizen's right to
vote is debased, he is that much less a citizen.

The United States is a good comparison with
Western Australia because of its vast distances,
its vast spaces, and its size. The Western
Australian situation would be illegal in the United
States.

The electors of the metropolitan area have a
vote worth one-eighth of the value of the vote of
the electors in Murchison-Eyre, The electorate of
Murchison-Eyre has fewer than 2 000 voters, and
electorates in the metropolitan area have more
than 16 000 electors on average. The electors of
Swan have a vote worth one-half the value of the
vote of the people in the adjoining seat of
Mundaring, and the people of Swan know that
they are being robbed. At the by-election on 13
March, the people of Swan voted overwhelmingly
for the Australian Labor Party and the positive
programme for electoral reform in this State that
we have launched. They voted in support of the
Australian Labor Party's campaign to give them
an equal vote.

During the course of the by-election in Swan,
two public meetings were held on this subject. We
were fortunate to have Don Dunstan, the father of
democracy in South Australia, to address one
meeting attended by 500 people,

Government members interjected.
Mr Tonkin: What do you mean, the member

for Bunbury-laughing out of your sear?
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr GORDON HILL: Of course, in South

Australia Don Dunstan was the leader of the
campaign for equal voting rights. While other
States were languishing in the dark, South
Australia achieved one-vote-one-value.

South Australia does not have rigged electoral
boundaries or electoral laws, and yet the Liberal
Party has won Government in that State. One
does not need crooked and rigged boundaries to
win and maintain power. The Government does
not have to be crooked in Western Australia.
Members opposite are crooked, because they do
nothing about the system. it suits the Liberal
Party, because not only does it ensure that it has
an advantage in elections for the Legislative
Assembly, but it maintains complete control of
the Legislative Council-the "House of fossils"',
as it was described recently in The Canberra
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Times. In the 88 years of elections for the
Legislative Council. the Australian Labor Party
has never won control of that House because of
the outrageously unbalanced electoral laws and
electoral system.

The party representing the great mass of the
people of this State and of this country-the
single largest party in this country, and the party
that achieves almost 50 per cent or in excess of 50
per cent of the vote at every election in this State
and in this country-has never had a control of
the upper House.

The Legislative Council is not a House of
Review. That is a myth that has been perpetrated
by conservative Governments in Western
Australia. The Legislative Council sits simply to
reject ALP legislation when we are in
Government. It sits for no other purpose. During
the last three years of the Brand Government,
only one piece of legislation was rejected by the
Legislative Council. In the three years of the
Tonkin Labor Government, 21 Bills were rejected.

Mr Tonkin: A scandal!

Mr GORDON HILL: The Legislative Council
has rejected no Bills since that time. So much for
the House of Review! It sits simply to rej ect
Labor Government legislation, when it suits the
parties opposite, when they are in Opposition.

Even when, at the elections, the people of
Western Australia vote for a Labor Government.
if it suits members opposite, the upper House
rejects our legislation. It is as simple as that.

It is not just the ALP that thinks the system is
rotten. When dealing with the Government's
changes to the electoral boundaries, on 30 April
last year The West Australian stated-

The Governments proposals will do little to
break down the gross imbalance in voting
values. Non-metropolitan electors will still
wield almost twice the voting power of their
metropolitan counterparts in the Assembly.
And worse, the average imbalance in the
Council will remain at nearly three to one.

The editorial concluded by saying, "The
Government's plan smacks of camouflage. It
appears to be designed to preserve as far as
possible the hefty weighting in favour of non-
metropolitan voters and this to protect the
Governments electoral interests."

A former Liberal Premier of South Australia,
who at the time was Senator Steele Hall, said in
1974 in the Senate-

It is utter absurdity to say that any person
geographically placed anywhere in Australia

should speak with a louder voice than does
another person . .. It is divisive and fostering
class warfare in the community to say that
anyone is at a disability and should have a
bigger electoral weighting than another
person.

If that does not convince members opposite that
conservatives elsewhere in Australia at least have
consciences. I indicate that in August 1974 the
then Federal Leader of the Liberal Party. Mr
Billy Snedden, said in the Federal Parliament-

We agree with the principle of one-vote-
one-value. One-vote-one-value means that no
sectional or geographical group should ever
exert more influence that its numbers
warrant.

Even the Leader of the National Country Party
(Mr Doug Anthony) has a conscience on this
issue. In Federal Parliament on 6 August 1974 he
said, "Equality of voting value and equality of
political representation are fundamental
principles which should be insisted upon and
adhered to."

Mr Brian Burke: Which Communist said that?
Mr GORDON HILL: In 1978 the Federal

Court of Australia was required to examine the
rules of the Australian Postal and
Telecommunications Union with respect to its
national conferences. Mr Justice Sweeney said
that because the State branches differed greatly
in the size of their membership and because the
State branches were equally represented at the
national conference, the union's rules did not
conform with the principles of one-vote-one-value.
He described them as "oppressive, unreasonable,
and unjust".

That is a description of tile Western Australian
electoral laws. Our laws rob certain people of an
equal vote. The laws have robbed the people in
the metropolitan area of equal votes and have
robbed country people of services that otherwise
would be provided by an Australian Labor Party
Government or any Government if the principle
of one-vote-one-value were adhered to. We offer
this to country people. Previous speakers have
advised them of our policies and these will be
further outlined by other members in future, and
certainly at the next State election. We will
outline our programme to overcome the problems
of distance.

Conservatives perpetuate the myth that,
because of the disadvantage or disability of
distance, people living in the country need a
special consideration in the form of an electoral
advantage. We say that is totally undemocratic.
In this day and age, with communications being
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what they are, the problems of geographic
location are easily overcome. These problems have
been overcome in the United States and other
comparable countries. But the Liberal and
Country Party Governments lie because they
obviously do not believe-

Point of Order
Mr NANOVICH: MrT Speaker. I take

exception to the word used.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Whitford will resume his seat. I would prefer not
to be required to hear the paint of order the
member was about to take. I ask the House to
allow me to take whatever action I think
appropriate in the circumstances. I call the
member for Swan.

Debate Resumed
Mr CORDON HILL: If members opposite

prefer, I will say "mnislead" the people of Western
Australia.

Mr Tonkin: You are allowed to tell lies, but you
must not talk about them.

Mr GORDON HILL: Members opposite tell
untruths. Members opposite do not believe the
nonsense they speak. The metropolitan electorates
of Kalamunda and Mundaring are made
substantially smaller than the State's most distant
electorate. K imberley. Members opposite
conveniently ignore their own arguments and tell
untruths to the people of Western Australia.

As if' it is not bad enough for the Government
to be elected on crooked boundaries, the Liberal
Party has to be crooked in the information
presented on this subject to the people of this
State. The Government's leaders at the national
level have said that this situation is unjust. The
Federal Court of Australia has said that where
there is no one-vote-one-value the system is
unreasonable, oppressive, and unjust. in its 1948
Declaration of Human Rights the United Nations
said that all votes should be of equal value. This
was reaffirmed in 1966 by the United Nations'
International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. It has been supported by the US Supreme
Court, which has said that "if the value of your
vote is diminished then so too are you as a
Person."

Members opposite are prepared to fly in the
face or international opinion and in the race of
democracy. Members opposite do so in the
interests or their own survival and of trying to
maintain power in the Legislative Council, and
because they believe they have the sole right to
power. I say to members opposite that the people
of Western Australia will not tolerate this

situation for very much longer. The onus is on
members opposite to correct this position, to
correct the imbalance, and to introduce
democracy Co Western Australia.

Mr Tonkin: Hear, hear!

Mr GORDON H-ILL: I shall take a few
minutes now to discuss some other perhaps less
contentious issues, which concern people in the
electorate of Swan. One of the biggest blows to
the Midland area in recent years was the closure
of the Midland Junction Abattoir. The abattoir
remains in a condition similar to that it was in at
the time of its closure, and this is costing the
taxpayers of this State millions of dollars for care
and maintenance. This is intolerable.

A decision must be made to rectify this matter.
I was pleased to hear the Minister say in an
answer to a question yesterday that something
was happening. A decision must be made about
the future of the land and facilities at the
abattoir. At a time when the razor-or more
appropriately, the axe-is being wielded on
necessary Government services, Western
Australian taxpayers are paying millions of
dollars for the care and maintenance of the
Midland Junction Abattoir. The people of the
Swan electorate demand that an answer be given
on this matter.

The closure of the abattoir resulted in
considerable unemployment in the district. The
people also have had to endure crippling interest
rates and water rates, and this has had a marked
effect on small businesses in the area. Western
Australian small businesses are closing down at a
rate of something like 17 a week; they are closing
down at a faster rate than the national average.
Many businesses in the Midland area have closed
their doors for the last time.

What is needed is a greater concentration on
Midland as a major subregional centre, because it
has enormous potential. With forward planning
by the Shire of Swan to overcome the congestion
Of roads near the heart of Midland, and with the
implementation of proposals for major regional
roads in the area, some of the infrastructure
should be provided to assist industrial
development in the area. More land needs to be
made available for both residential and industrial
development to assist the growth of employment.

As the area develops it will become increasingly
apparent that Swan Districts Hospital needs more
Government attention. The shadow Minister for
Health laughs a little at that because he and I
know that the present Government is not likely to
give much help. However, with the present level
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of industry in the area, what I am saying makes
sense.

The Government has wasted money because of
its inaction in regard to the extensions to Royal
Perth Hospital when lesser sums of money could
have provided facilities in regional hospitals
around the State. The catchment area for Swan
Districts Hospital extends well beyond Midland
into the countryside. It is ludicrous to have people
being transported to Royal Perth Hospital for
emergency treatment travelling down Great
Northern Highway past Swan Districts Hospital.
Swan Districts Hospital is perfectly placed to be
used by the State Emergency Service, being in
close proximity to the Pearce air base. Being in a
major and growing regional centre, the hospital
needs considerable attention.

The other day I asked a question of the
Ministor for Health about the need for extended
care services for the disabled people at Swan
Districts Hospital. He indicated that the service
was already in existence. If the Minister were
here I would ask him to explain by interjection
just what he believes a service is; what he believes
is sufficient to be called a service. In fact, there is
only one sister in charge of extended care. No
other facilities whatsoever are available. That is
not a service.

Restrictions in public transport throughout the
Swan area seriously have disadvantaged many
people. The changes introduced last October were
described by the Government as a
-rationalisation" of services. This so-called
rationalisation has meant that some pensioners
living in the Midvale area have to save up to catch
a taxi in order to go shopping. That is an
absolutely outrageous situation. No buses operate
in the Midvale area. The so-called rationalisation
means that there are no buses operatingI in the
Koongamia area after 7.30 p.m., and this is an
area which has a high proportion of low income
earniers and pensioners. According to the
Australian Bureau of Statistics figures for 1976,
it is also an area with a high proportion of public
transport users. These are just two areas of
concern on public transport in the area. The
Government's public transport policy needs to be
examined carefully.

If we consider the record of the New South
Wales Labor Government on transport matters
we realise that much can be achieved. I am not
suggesting for a moment that future Labor
Governments ought to spend on public transport
the amount of money spent by the New South
Wales Government and other State Governments;
I am not saying they should or should not. What I
am saying is that we ought to examine the

Government's public transport polcy very
carefully and look at the record of other States,
-specially New South Wales.

Soon after coming to office in New South
Wales, the Wran Labor Government reduced
public transport fares by 20 per vent. In fact, on
1969 figures, fares were reduced by 38 per cent
over the following six years. Since that time
improvements in equipment and services, coupled
with the purchase of new rolling stock and fare
restraints, have turned a dramatic decline in
patronage over the previous 10 years of Liberal
Administration into an increase of over 30 million
extra passenger journeys. The reduction in fares
has not been the sole reason.

The New South Wales Government's transport
services to the community have improved with the
purchase of new buses, the electrification and
extension of suburban lines, and the addition of
new rolling stock. The Government also has
introduced many transport concessions for
pensioners.

Since 1976 the number of suburban rail
passenger journeys in New South Wales has
increased by about 10000 each week, while in
Western Australia there has been a decline of
over 2.5 million journeys in the same period.
Some people would argue-and I know one
member here did so prior to my being elected to
this Chamber-that we should not compare Perth
with Sydney when discussing transport matters.
Let us consider a better example and examine
Brisbane, which has a population similar in size to
that of Perth.

Surprisingly, the conservative Government in
Queensland has set about considerably improving
the public transport system in Brisbane. The
entire Brisbane suburban network of six lines is
being electrified. The second electrified line from
Brisbane to Ipswich was opened in September
1980, and according to the Railway
Commissioner's Office in Brisbane there has been
a significant increase in patronage. In November
1979 the first line was completed. For the year
ended June 1980 patronage increased by 2.2
million suburban passenger journeys. The
Railway Commissioner's Office attributes this to
its programme of electrification and improved
services generally. Incidentally, the electrificaton
programme is being partially funded by the
Federal Government.

What are we doing in Western Australia? We
are closing down lines, reducing services, and
standing still on this issue. There is much the
Government could do for public transport. The
ALP will present to the people of Western
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Australia at the next election an alternative which
is eminently more sensible.

In conclusion, I indicate a number of other
issues were canvassed during the by-election ink
Swan, as occurred in other by-elections,
concerning State Government taxes and charges
and housing interest rates. On those issues and on
others, the Australian Labor Party was gi .ven
strong endorsement of its positive policies which
were presented by Mr Brian Burke on its behalf.

I thank my colleagues in this Parliament for
assisting me in establishing myself since I have
been here. I also extend my thanks to the Clerk
and the Assistant Clerk and other officers of the
Leigislative Assembly.

I hope I have been able to prick some
consciences in this place tonight, but if I have not
succeeded in doing that, I tell members now that
there will be other opportunities because the

Australian Labor Party will not rest until we have
true democracy in this State.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!
Mr GORDON HILL: The ALP does not

believe that the boundaries should be drawn to
favour us. The boundaries should be drawn to
favour nobody.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!
[Applause.]
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Nanovieh.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE: SPECIAL

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Premier) [8.31
p.m.]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday, 6 April.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 8.32 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
ROAD

Ran ford Road

277. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for
Transport:

When is it intended to extend Ranford
Road, Armadale, through to South
Street?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
This road is the responsibility of the
City of Canning. However, it is
understood that no firm proposals have
been made.

EDUCATION: PRE-SCHOOL

Expenditure

278. Mr PEARCE, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Education:

Will he give a detailed breakdown of
expenditure on-
(a) pre-school:,
(b) pre-primary education;

for the 198 1-82 financial year?
M rCLA RKO replied:

Estimated expenditure for the 1981-82
financial year is-

(a) $4755000;,
(b) specific details of expenditure are

not maintained [or pre-primary
schools since the majority of these
are fully integrated within a K-7
primary school.

TRANSPORT: BUS

South Gosnells

279. Mr PEARCE. to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Is a bus service to be provided in the
South Gosnells area?

(2) If so, when, and which route will the bus
follow?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) 19 April 1982. Buses will display route

number 238 and depart from the
Gosnells terminus in Dorothy Street via

Dorothy Street, left Wheatley Street,
pick up passengers from train ex-
Perth-right Bert Street, right Hicks
Street, right Dorothy Street, left
Wheatley Street, left Fremantle Road,
left King Street, left Corfield Street.
right Southern River Road, left
Chamberlain Street, right Kellerman
Way, left Miranda Way, left Corfield
Street, right Dorothy Street, right
Wheatley Street-set down passengers
for train to Perth-right Bert Street,
right Hicks Street, right Dorothy Street
to the Gosnells terminus.

EDUCATION: SPECIAL SCHOOLS

Kambalda

280. Mr GRILL, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Education:

(1) Is it proposed to provide special facilities
in Kambalda for students with learning
problems who are presently being bussed
to Kambalda for schooling?

(2) What are these special facilities?
(3) What is the best estimate of the costs of

providing these facilities?
(4) How are these costs broken up into their

separate relevant sections?
Mr CLARKO replied:
(1) Careful evaluation of the needs of the

Kambalda students presently attending
Kalgoorlie schools has been undertaken.
As a result, a special class is to be
established at Kambalda immediately
after Easter.

(2) The special class at West Kambalda will
cater for a number of students who will
benefit from special educational
provision.

(3) and (4) The major cost is provision of a
teacher's salary. A small capital sum to
cover the cost of converting a room and
providing appropriate resources will be
involved. The total cost is not expected
to exceed $2 500.
It should be noted that the use of a taxi
was an interim measurE to allow
thorough evaluation of the situation in
regard to the need for special education
for Kambalda students based on 1982
enrol ments.
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EDUCATION: CLASS SIZES

Tea chers' Union Pamphlet

281. Mr HERZFELD, to the Honorary
Minister Assisting the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is he aware of a Teachers' Union
pamphlet showing children in a half
open sardine can and claiming Western
Australia has the biggest class size in
Australia?

(2) Is the claim accurate?
(3) If not, what action does he propose to

take to ensure the union ceases
distributing inaccurate and misleading
information?

Mr CLARKO replied:
(I) Yes,
(2) Current forms of school organisation

and the use of professional support staff
have reduced the usefulness of the
concept of class size as a measure of the
quality of education.
An indication of the increasing number
of teachers assigned to schools can be
seen from the most recent pupil-teacher
ratios published by the Education
Department. These show that, during
the preceding live years, pupil-teacher
ratios fell in secondary schools from 14.3
to 13.1, and in primary
schools-including special schools-
from 24.? to 21.4.

(3) In January 1982 the Education
Department published a policy paper
titled "Staffing Resources in Primary
and Secondary Schools in Western
Australia" which includes a reference to
the improvement in pupil-teacher ratios
and discusses in some detail the
improvements made to staffing and to
the importance of making optimum use
of the staff appointed to schools. This
optimum use is not necessarily to reduce
class size. Other specialised activities
which are not reflected in class size
reductions are thought to be important
in the provision of quality education.

EDUCATION: CLASS SIZES
Increase: Research

282. Mr HERZFELD, to the Honorary
Minister Assisting the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is he aware of a letter sent to parents

late last year claiming, inter alia, "the
researchers found that when the class

was increased by ten children each child
lost the equivalent of 24 school days per
year"?

(2) Is he aware of any such research?
(3) Will he indicate whether the claim has

any substance?
(4) The same letter makes a series of other

assertions on the issue. Are they
factual?

Mr CLARKO replied:
(1) 1 presume the member is referring to a

pamphlet issued by the Teachers' Union.
(2) Yes. Professor Campbell of the

University of Queensland is undertaking
such research.

(3) The findings thus far announced are
preliminary. The study has not been
concluded. The Final report is not yet
available For proper criticism. It would
seem that the claim attributed to
Professor Campbell is somewhat
speculative.

(4) They are, in the main, assertions which
are not able to be substantiated. The
Education Department has responded to
these claims in a policy paper issued by
the director-general and sent to all
schools.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL

Toodyay

283. Mr HERZFELD, to the Honorary
Minister Assisting the Minister for
Education:

(1) How many pupils are currently enrolled
at the Toodyay District High School in
each of years 8, 9, and 10 respectively?

(2) What are the estimated enrolments
projected for each year group in-
(a) 1983;
(b) 1984?

Mr CLARKO replied:
(1) Secondary enrolments at Toodyay

District High School as at the
departmental census of March 1982
were-

Year 8- 27
Year 9- 22
Year 10-- 30

Total 79
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(2) Secondary entrolments are expected to
follow the general pattern projected for
Statewide secondary enrolments of an
increase to the mid- I1980's followed by a
general decline.
Projected secondary enrolments for
Toodyay District High School are-

1983
Year 8-36
Year 9-27
Year 10-21

1984
Year 8-34
Year 9-36
Year 1O-26

(3) (a) the consultant's report has been
studied,

(b) see (3) (a).
(4) See (3)(a).

TOTALISATOR AGE NCY BOARD

Dividends: Uncollected

286. Mr BATEMAN, to the
Representing the Chief Secretary:

Minister

Total 84

Secondary enrolments
decline after 1984.

Total 96

are expected to

284, This question was postponed.

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL

Canning Vale

285. Mr BATEMAN, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister For Education:

(1) Further to my question 100 of 24 March
log, together with an article appearing
in The West Australian newspaper
dated 29 March 1982 that the future of
the Canning Vale School would depend
on the recommendations of a
consultant's report which was not due
until early 1982, is he aware or a general
increase in the number of children in
Canning Vale?

(2) Is he further aware of the proposed
urban development adjoining Canning
Vale?

(3) (a) If "Yes", will he provide a school in
this particular location of Canning
Vale, and

{b) if so, where?

(4) If not, why not?

Mr CLARKO replied:
(1) The 1982 March census shows that

there were 100 children enrolled in years
one to seven at the Canning Vale
Primary School, compared with 97 in
July 1981.
If pre-primary enroiments are included,
the March 1982 enrolment was Ill
compared with 113 in July 198 1.

(2) Yes.

What was the total amount oF money
paid into Consolidated Revenue Fund
for the 1980-81 financial year For
Totalisator Agency Board winning
dividends not collected for that period?

Mr HASSELL replied:
Winning dividends totalled 3668 856.

PEEL INLET

MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

Annual Report

287. Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

When will the Government table the
latest annual report of the Peel Inlet
management authority?

Mr LAURANCE replied:
The latest annual report of the Peel Inlet
managemenit authority is included in the
1980-91 annual report of the waterways
Commission which was tabled in
Parliament on Thursday, 18 March
1982.

28 8. This question was postponed.

WATER RESOURCES

Headwork Charges

289. Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Minister for
Water Resources:

Further to question 57 oF 1982
concerning headwork charges increases
and his answer which stated that
headwork contribution was introduced
following extensive negotiation and
agreement with development
organisations, will he state which
organisations agreed to the change and
what was the nature oF their agreement?
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Mr MENSAROS replied:

Developer contributions for water
supply. sewerage, and drainage
applicable at subdivision and building
stages resulted from negotiations
between the land and housing co-
ordinating committee of the Chamber of
Commerce-representing the land
developer and building industry-the
Co-ordinator of Urban Development,
and the Metropolitan Water Board. The
nature of the agreement was the
acceptance of the quantum and
application of headworks contributions.

290. This question was postponed.

HOUSING

Collie

291. Mr T. H. JONES, to the Honorary
Minister Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) Is it fact that the State Housing
Commission is bringing "out of Collie"
families into the town and providing
them with accommodation while there
are still many Collie residents on the
waiting list for homes?

(2) If' "Yes', will he give instructions that
this practice must cease immediately?

Mr SHALDERS replied:

(1) If an applicant residing outside Collie
lodges an application to reside in Collie,
the applicant will receive an allocation,
according to the position of his "listing"
date in relation to other applicants.

(2) Answered by (1).

292. This question was postponed.

EDUCATION: PRE-SCHOOL

Funding

293. Mr 1. F. TAYLOR, to the Honorary
Minister Assisting the Minister for
Education:

(1) What arrangements have been made
with respect to Government funding in
pre-primary schools and pre-schools for
children with special needs in the three-
plus age group, including-

(a) handicapped children:

(b) children needing special assistance
because of ethnic and language
need;

(c) children with special social needs;

(d) children in sparsely populated
areas?

(2) What pre-primary schools and pre-
schools have received Government
funding for three-plus children with
special needs and what is the level of
funding for each centre involved?

(3) How are special need children to be
identified?

(4) What financial assistance is available to
parents and/or pre-schools to ensure
that special need children in the three-
plus age group are able to attend pre-
school?

Mr CLARKO replied:

(1) to (4) The information requested by the
member requires extensive research. I
will write to him direct as soon as the
information is available.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION: STATE
GOVERNMENT INSURANCE OFFICE

Pensioners: Silicotic

294. Mr 1. F. TAYLOR, to the
representing the Chief Secretary:

Minister

(1) Is the State Government Insurance
Office now geared to forward notices
immediately to silicotic pensioners 65
years of age and over as to their options,
rights, and obligations when the
Workers' Compensation and Assistance
Act is proclaimed?

(2) If not, why not?

Mr HASSELL replied:

(1) Yes. Arrangements are as complete as
practicable without knowing the
requirements of the regulations which
have yet to be promulgated. It is
anticipated that advice will be
forwarded with the first compensation
cheque after promulgation.

(2) Not applicable.
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EDUCATION

Hospitals
295. Mr 1, F. TAYLOR, to the Honorary

Minister Assisting the Minister for
Education:

(I ) How many teachers are employed in the
paedliatric wards at-
(a) Princess Margaret Hospital;
(b) Fremantle Hospital-,
(c) elsewhere in the State?

(2)

(3)

On what basis are these teachers
funded?
Are the teachers involved with the
education of children both in the
hospital and while they are
convalescing?

Mr CLARKO replied:
(1) (a) Princess Margaret Hospital-three

teachers. These teachers provide
some service to patients who are not
acutely ill. Most of their time is
used for long-term patients such as
those suffering burns or receiving
treatment for orthopaedic problems.

(b) The Boordaak School is based at
Fremantle Hospital. It has a staff
of three. The school provides a
service to long-term patients in the
hospital and a visiting service to
students who are unable to attend
school for a variety of reasons.

(c) Hospital schools are attached to
Royal Perth Rehabilitation
Hospital where two teachers are
employed, Melville Rehabilitation
Centre where two teachers are
employed, and Lady Lawley
Cottage where there is one teacher.
In all of these schools there are
many long-term patients.

(2) These teachers are funded from the
State Budget.

(3) Boordaak School provides services to
children who are studying at home.
Some of these students would be
convalescent, but Boordaak provides for
students who do not attend school for a
wide variety of reasons.

HOSPITAL: FREMANTLE

Children: Admissions
296. Mr 1. F. TAYLOR. to the Minister for

Health:
(1) What is the bed capacity of the

paediatric ward at Fremantle Hospital?

(2) With respect to. Fremantle Hospital-
(a) how many children were admitted

to the paediatric ward in 198 1;
(b) what was the average length of

admission for each child in 198 1;-
(c) in 1981 how many children were

admitted for five or more days?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) 46.

(2) (a) I 945 for 12 months ended 30 June
1982;

(b) 3.56 days;
(c) this information is not available

unless a manual search of records is
made.

RAILWAYS: FREIGHT

Joint Venture: Local Country Carriers

297. Mr 1. F. TAYLOR, to the Minister For
Transport:
(1) What will be the role and relationship of

country town-based local carriers of
small goods in the proposed
Westrail/Mayne Nickless joint venture?

(2) Will there be any change in the role of
local carriers?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), what changes are to be
made?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) It is anticipated that the joint venture

company will employ agents at country
centres to distribute line haul freight to
surrounding locations. There will be
opportunities For local carriers to
contract to the joint venture company to
act in this capacity.

(2) and (3) Changes in the role of local
carriers will depend upon the freight
volumes flowing to particular centres.
In a competitive environment it is
possible that certain towns which
currently have rail freight depots will
not have sufficient freight volumes to
warrant the continued operation of those
depots. Local carriers operating at such
centres will have an opportunity to
compete for the distribution of freight
from larger towns or for the direct road
transport of freight between the
metropolitan area and country
destinations.
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TOWN PLANNING:
SWAN VALLEY

Horticultural anid Vineyard Areas

298. Mr GORDON HILL, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Planning:

Will she supply me with a map of the
horticultural soils, the proposed
horticultural areas, and the existing
vineyard areas of the Swan Valley
project area?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
I have arranged for the appropriate
maps to be sent to the member's
parliamentary office.

TOWN PLANNING: SWAN
VALLEY

Planning Policy

299. Mr GORDON HILL, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Planning:

(1) When does she expect that the planning
policy for the Swan Valley will be
finalised?

(2) Will the report be made public?
(3) If not, why not?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) The Meirpolitan Region Planning

Authority has released a report setting
out the progress made to date on the
formulation of a statement of planning
policy for the Swan Valley. This
includes a detailed set of objectives
indicating the direction that the MRPA
wishes to take on the project. Although
a formal schedule has not been set for
the completion of the statement, the
work will progress as quickly as
circumstances relating to the study will
allow.

(2) Section 5AA of the Town Planning and
Development Act requires that before a
statement of planning policy is finalised,
the authority shall consult the local
authority affected. I understand that the
MRPA is also committed to holding a
public meeting in order to present its
preferred policies and report on options
considered. This will take place before
the final draft statement is submitted for
my consideration and recommendation
to Cabinet.

(3) See above.

TOWN PLANNING: SWAN VALLEY

MRPA Objectives

300. Mr GORDON HILL, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

Does the Government support the
Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority objectives as stated in the
Swan Valley project progress report as
follows-
2.1 Upgrade technical and

management skills of viticulture
and other intensive agricultural
enterprises;

2.2 improve the organisational
capability of the industry to adapt
to and take advantage of a
changing economic and
technological environment;

2.3 ensure that labour is available to
viticultural and other intensive
agricultural enterprises;

2.4 improve long term productivity of
viticultural and other intensive
agricultural enterprises by
encouraging their investment in
machinery where appropriate:

2.5 ensure that the functions essential
to the processing of grapes remain
available in Western Australia;

2.6 manage the groundwater resources
of the Swan Valley area so as to
realistically conserve supplies for
use in connection with viticulture
and other intensive*- agricultural
enterprises?

Mr OLD replied:
The Government supports the general
objective as stated in the Swan Valley
Project progress report dealing with the
economic viability of the Swan Valley
horticultural industry. That is defined in
the report as-

Maintain or improve the viability of
the intensive agricultural industry
in the Swan Valley.

The detailed objectives set out under 2.1
to 2.6 need to be considered against the
background of this overall policy.

RAILWAYS: FREIGHT

Joint Venture: Approval by Parliament

301. Mr McIVER. to the Minister for
Transport:

(I) With reference to Westrail's supplement
to weekly notice No. 13: would he
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elaborate on the words "and make other
arrangements- as stated in the first
paragraph?

(2) Is it a fact that the joint venture can
proceed only if approved by Parliament?.

(3) If not, would he state his reasons?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) The words "and make ocher
arrangements" refer principally to the
drawing up of lease agreements between
Wescrail and the joint venturer and
formulating operating plans for the
company.

(2) Formation of the joint venture company
is dependent upon Cabinet approval of
the formal agreement between the
partners and the passage through
Parliament of certain amendments to
the Government Railways Act to permit
the Railways Commission to participate
in the company.

(3) Not applicable.

RAILWAYS: FREIGHT

Joint Venture: Definition of "Wagon Load"

302. Mr MOIVER, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Referring to his reply to question 46 of
1982 relevant to the tendering for the
joint venture, since it is my
understanding that the document issued
to potential tenderers for the Westrail
Joint Venture showed LCL-(smalls) as
being 178 000 tonnes of goods and
14000 tonnes of parcels with wagon
loads from public and some private
sidings being 145 000, will he tell me-

(a) the definition of "wagon load";
(b) how can "wagon load" be defined

as smalls;

(c) how is the revenue at risk of $I11
million calculated, bearing in mind
that Westrail's document shows
approximately $11 million for the
192 000 tonnes of smalls and $4.3
million for the 145000 tonnes of
siding wagon load traffic?

(2) As it is stated that the wagon load
smalls will be deregulated and these
include oil products, fruit, and
vegetables which are already
deregulated, beer, groceries, machinery,
plus 106 000 tonnes of general, will be
define the goods described as general
that will be deregulated?

(3) Will the joint venture accept and deliver
goods from and to places which are
unattended stations and sidings?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) (a) A wagon load is a single
consignment in a wagon:

(b) Westrail accepts wagon loads down
to 2.5 tonnes minimum; many such
loads are suitable for consolidation;

(c) it is anticipated that Westrail will
continue to earn revenue of at least
$4.5 million per annumn by
undertaking the tine haul of general
freight in wagon load consignments
for the joint venture company and
other forwarders:. However, it must
be stressed that this is a broad
estimate only and the final result
will depend upon the performance
of Westrail and the joint venture in
a competitive transport
environment.

(2) General freights will be defined as all
traffic other than grain, tanker oil,
fertiliser, ores and minerals, wool, and
timber.

(3) The joint venture company will make its
own arrangements with clients for the
pick up and delivery of goods. The joint
venture would be free to pick up and
deliver freight from unattended stations
and sidings, subject to Westrail's
acceptance and negotiation of suitable
conditions relating to risk, or any other
origin or destination nominated by the
client.

HOSPITAL: ARMADA LE-KELMSCOTT

Expansion

303. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is it a fact that the Armadale-Kelmscott
Hospital is to be expanded?

(2) When is the expansion due to occur and
how many extra beds will he brought
into use?
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(3) Is it a fact that a day care programme is
to commence at the hospital in the near
future?

(4) Is it a fact that more permanent care
beds are to be included in the expansion
programme?

(5) (a) How much is it anticipated that the
expansion programme and the day
care programme will cost; and

(b) has provision been made in the
1981-82 Budget for this work?

(6) Are there any plans to provide full time
salaried doctors for the hospital as part
of the expansion programme?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) Yes. There are plans to expand the

Armadale-Kelmscott Hospital at some
future date.

(2) Availability of funds will determine
when the programme can proceed.
Preliminary planning only has been
completed and currently a detailed plan
of total site development is under way.

(3) Yes.
(4) Yes, permanent care beds will be

considered in any future expansion
programme.

(5) (a) Planning for the overall expansion
is not sufficiently advanced to
provide a cost indication; however,
the accommodation cost for the day
care activity is approximately
$80 000;

(b) yes.
(6) No. A visiting consultant physician has

a part-time appointment to initiate an
extended care programme in association
with the local practitioners.

HOSPITALS: PATIENTS

Fees

304. Mr HODJGE, to the Minister for Health:

(1) How much did the Government budget
to collect from Government hospital
inpatient fees in the financial year 1981-
822

(2) How much has been collected to date
from inpatient fees at Government
hospitals?

(3) Is it expected that the amount collected
by 30 June 1982 will reach the budget
figure?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) $64.9 million.
(2) $30 180 261 to 28 February 1982.
(3) Although collections are expected to

increase over the remaining months of
the financial year due to the influence of
the usual seasonal factors, a shortfall on
the original budget is anticipated.

HOSPITALS: PATIENTS

Fees

305. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

Is it a fact that the charges made at
Government hospitals for inpatients do
not include fees charged for
transportation to another hospital, even
if that should become necessary for the
purpose of tests or procedures not
available at the hospital to which the
patient was first admitted?

Mr YOUNG replied:

Yes. The daily bed charge at
Government hospitals includes
accommodation, nursing services, other
ancillary clinical therapy services, and
drugs.

Where patients are treated by a private
practitioner, they accept responsibility
for payment for medical services.

Fees charged for transportation to
another hospital are raised by the St.
John Ambulance Association directly on
patients who are not pensioners or
health care card holders and their
dependants. Patients are also liable to
receive bills from the St. John
Ambulance Association for a journey
between home or the scene of an
accident to a hospital. Thus it is prudent
for patients to insure against such costs.

However, in regard to "public
inpatients"-namely. persons who
receive all medical and hospital
treatment free of charge at public
hospitals-where they are transferred to
another public hospital or transported to
another hospital or clinic to have a test
or procedure performed, the cost of
transport is met by the hospital and no
charge is raised against the public
inpatient.
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ROAD: BEECH BORO-GOSNELLS
FREEWAY

Bridge. and Planning

306. Mr JAM IESON. to the Minister for
Transport:

As the handling of traffic to and from
Perth Airport is one or the vital
considerations for the judgment of the
besi option of the four now proposed by
the Commonwealth Department of
Transport-
(a) whcn will the Gosnells-Beechboro

Highway be completed from its
present new constructed section to
Great Eastern Highway;

(b) when is it anticipated that the
bridge for this highway will be
built over the river:, and

(c) when is it now anticipated that the
Gosnells- Beechboro Highway will
be completed?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(a) to (c) I am advised that no firm

timetable has been established for
construction of the section of the
Beechboro-Gosnells Highway between
Leach Highway and Great Eastern
Highway and for the bridge over the
river or for completion of the whole
highway. However, in conjunction with
the Bayswater Shire Council it is
proposed to start on the section between
Guildford Road and Morley Drive next
financial year. Also, subject to the
availability of funds in future years, it is
hoped to commence construction of the
section Leach Highway to Great
Eastern Highway in 1983/84.

307 to 313. These questions were postponed.

LAND ACQUISITION
(CLOSER SETTLEMENT) BOARD

Membership

314. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Lands:

(1) Who are the members of the land
Acquisition (Closer Settlement) Board
established under the Closer Settlement
Act?

(2) When did the board last meet?
(3) Are its members paid allowances?
(4) If "Yes" to (3), what allowances are

paid?
(5) How regularly does the board meet?

Mr LAURANCE replied:
(1) to (5) Although the Closer Settlement

Act was assented to in 1927, its
provisions have never been implemented
and consequently the Land Acquisition
(Closer Settlement) Board provided for
in the Act has never been appointed.

STATE FINANCE: TAXES

Avoidance

315. Mr BRYCE, to the Treasurer:

(1) Is he aware that reports tabled in other
State Parliaments in recent
years-Victoria and New South
Wales-indicate that the incidence of
tax avoidance has spread to many areas
of State taxation, notably pay-roll tax
and a wide range of stamp duties?

(2) (a) Has the State Government
established a tax avoidance unit
within the State Treasury which is
responsible for detecting and
preventing tax avoidance;

(b) if not, what action has the State
Treasury taken to minimise tax
avoidance in Western Australia?

(3) What is the Treasurer's current estimate
of the loss of revenue to the State as a
result of tax avoidance?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) (a) No, although the Treasury liaises
closely with the Commissioner of
State Taxation who has the major
role in detecting and preventing
avoidance of State tax. The State
Taxation Department has a total of
I I inspectors in the areas of pay-
roll tax and stamp duty.

(b) The position in respect of tax
avoidance is subject to close and
ongoing review in both the Treasury
and the State Taxation Department
and the Government is concerned to
ensure that remedial legislative
amendments are introduced
whenever necessary to safeguard
tax revenues.

(3) It is not possible to estimate the revenue
involved.
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STATE FINANCE

Conrractor Finance

316. Mr BRYCE, to the Treasurer:

(1) Has the State Government made use of
the system or contractor finance in
Western Australia?

(2) If so, will-he indicate-

(a) when the system was introduced;

(b) the extent to which the system has
been used in each of the last three
years;

(c) examples of State Government
expenditure programmes where the
system has been used?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(I) and (2) 1 amt not aware of any instances
where construction has been undertaken
using contractor Finance.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS
AND INSTRUMENTALITIES

Asset Holdings and Borrowing Capacity

317. Mr BRYCE, to the Treasurer:

(1) What is the Treasury's estimate of the
financial asset holdings of the Western
Australian public sectGo

(2) In 1980-8I, how many Western
Australian public bodies were classified
as "smaller authorities" under the terms
of the Loan Council's procedures and
were accordingly permitted to borrow up
to $1.2 million per annum?

(3) How many of these smaller authorities
borrowed up to the limit or $1.2 million?

(4) In respect of the 1980-81 financial
yea r-

(a) what was the potential borrowing
capacity or all Western Australian
smaller authorities;

(b) what was the estimated value of
actual borrowings of all Western
Australian smaller authorities?

M r O'CON NO0R re plied:

(1) The estimated financial assets of the
public sector at 30 June 1981 is $1 570
million. The figure is an estimate only as
it was not possible to obtain details from
all statutory authorities in the time
available. Nevertheless the estimate is
believed to be substantially correct. It
should be noted that the amount
includes the holdings of commercial
undertakings such as the State
Government Insurance Office and the
Rural and Industries Bank.

()19.
(3) 11.

(4) (a) The potential borrowing capacity of
all smaller authorities depends on
the number of such authorities
which have borrowing powers. It is
not possible to determine this
number without examining the
enabling legislation of each
authority. However, the authorities
included in the programme
represent those requiring capital
funds for programmes to carry out
work under their respective
legislation.

(b) $18 923 000.

INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES

Man-days Lost

318. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister representing
the Minister For Labour and Industry:

(1) How many man-days were lost as a
result of strike action in 1978, 1979,
1980, and 198 1-

(a) in the Pilbara region of Western
Australia;,

(b) in Western Australia as a whole;,
(c) in public sector industries in

Western Australia?

(2) How does this compare with-

(a) the other States of Australia;
(b) the national average during the

same period of time?

(3) Is the Minister able to provide
information that makes it possible to
compare the Western Australian and the
Australian position with other
comparable economies?
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Mr YOUNG replied:

(1) Man-days lost in Western Australia as a
result of strike action in 1978, 1979,
1980, and 1981 are set out in the table
below:-

1978
1979
1980
1981

MIAN-DAYS LOST-WESTERN
AUSThALIA-4M~

I.) (b) c
Pilbara A) TotalWAI B) Public ecor

79.1 197.9 Not available
151.9 348.1 N.t avalable
101.7 191.0 No available

94.9 193.0 1c) No avilble

(A) Federal Department of Industrial
Relations-Pilbara iron ore
producers only.

(B) Australian Bureau of Statistics.
(C) March. June, and September

quarters only.

(2) (a) and (b) Comparisons on the
incidence of industrial disputation
are best made on the basis of
working days lost per thousand
employees. The Australian Bureau
of Statistics has for some years
produced data on that basis.
INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES: WORKING DAYS

LOST PER THOUSAND EMPLOYEESLAW
All NSW Vic Old SA WA Tas Aust

C.uc . (a)
1978 (CI1 555 346 536 172 473 261 434
1979 (CI 744 10OW 630 395 832 439 ?87
1919(o) 743 1082 636 402 842 436 788
1980(0) 660 792 866 132 "53 213 650

1981 .Iull year ligur.not ycta vailable

(A) Australian Bureau of Statistics
(B) Includes the Northern Territory

and the ACT.
(C) On the basis of ABS civilian

employees data.
(D) On the basis of ABS. labour force

data.

(3) Such information as is readily available
on international comparisons of
industrial disputation is no later than
1977. The Department of Labour and
Industry is currently seeking to update
its material in this area. I undertake to
provide later information when it is
available.

EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT

Private and Public Sector

319. Mr BRYCE, to the Treasurer:

(1) What is the current percentage of
Western Australian employment in-

(a) the private sector;
(b) the public sector?

(2) Within the public sector what
percentage of Western Australian
employment is employed in-
(a) local government;
(b) State Government;
(c) Commonwealth Government?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) The Australian Bureau of statistics

advises that the latest available figures
are for November 1981 and are as
follows-
(a) 428 700 employed in private sector

of Western Australia-75.6 per
cent;

(b) 138 200 employed in public sector
of Western Australia-24.4 per
cent.

(2) Within the public sector of Western
Australia-
(a) 6.6 per cent are employed by local

government;
(b) 76.2 per cent are employed by State

Government;
(c) 17.2 per cent are employed by

Commonwealth Government.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS
AND INSTRUMENTALITIES

Accountability

320. Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:

What actions have been taken by the
Government since 1974 to increase the
accountability of Western Australian
Government departments and public
bodies in policy making and
administration?

Mr O'CON NOR replied:
A number of major developments have
been taken by the Government which
are designed to improve efficiency and
accountability within the Government
sector. The principal initiative is the
development of a computerised
Government accounting system which
has already been introduced into 3t
Government departments and
instrumentalities and is being
progressively installed in the others.
The emphasis of the system is upon
purpose responsibility and will
eventually enable performance to be
assessed more precisely and at regular
intervals. The initial benefits of the new
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Government accounting system can be
seen in the progressive changes which
have been made to the presentation of
the Consolidated Revenue Fund
Estimates. The system will lead to better
financial management.
Changes have also taken place in the
method of preparing departmental
budgets which have required stricter
evaluation of proposals and consequently
a greater degree of accountability.
The Public Service Act 1978 placed
responsibility for the efficiency of the
Public Service clearly with the Public
Service Board as well as specifically
providing that permanent heads were
directly responsible to their Ministers
for the management of their
departments.
The establishment and the operations of
the Cabinet expenditure review
committee have resulted in a process of
critical review of existing programmes
and activities to evaluate their cost
efficiency and current relevance.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS
AND INSTRUMENTALITIES

Sunset Legislation

321. Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:

Does the State
introduce sunset
terms to the
authorities?

Mr O'CONNOR repi

Government intend to
legislation to set fixed
life of Government

As a general principle, each authority is
looked at individually to see if a sunset
clause would be appropriate.
In addition, the Government supports
the proposal for a Standing Committee
on Government agencies as outlined in a
motion which is currently before the
Legislative Council. If that motion is
passed, the Standing Committee would
be in a position to advise on the question
of sunset clauses for Government
agencies on an ongoing basis.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS
AND INSTRUMENTALITIES

Review: Amalgamation

322. Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:
When was the last time the State
Government conducted a comprehensive
review of all public bodies in Western

Australia with a view to examining their
continuation, amalgamation, and/or
transfer into conventional departmental
structures?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
A comprehensive review has not been
undertaken, but Ministers in this and
previous Governments have maintained
a watch on the creation and
continuation of boards and authorities.
In the case of statutory authorities, their
creation requires the passing of an Act
of Parliament.
As indicated in the answer to question
321, the Government is supporting the
proposal for a Standing Committee in
the Legislative Council to examine
Government agencies.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS
AND INSTRUMENTALITIES

Investments: Controls and Guidelines

323. Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:

(1) Are the investment plans of all Western
Australian Government bodies subject
to ministerial decision?

(2) Are Western Australian public bodies
permitted to place investments in other
States of Australia?

(3) What Government policy or framework
exists to control/guide the investment
decisions of public bodies in Western
Australia?

(4) What is the estimated level
currently invested by
Australian public bodies?

of funds
Western

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) The investment plans of Government

bodies are subject to ministerial control
through the provisions of the Acts
establishing those bodies. However, it is
not practicable, in all cases, for day-to-
day investment decisions to be made by
the responsible Minister.

(2) Yes, it is legally possible for authorities
with powers of investment to invest in
securities issued by public bodies of
other States. However, if there were any
investments in these securities they
would be negligible.
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(3) The general policy for investment by
public bodies is to permit them to make
investments in accordance with the
provisions of the Public Moneys
Investment Act. However, it will be
appreciated that in the case of certain
authorities, such as the State
Government Insurance Office for
example. their investments need to be
related to normal commercial practices
in their industry.

(4) $1 320 million at 30 June 198 1.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS
AND INSTRUMENTALITIES

Pricing Policies
324. Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:

(1) Are the pricing policies of all Western
Australian public bodies subject to
ministerial decision?

(2) If not, which public bodies are not
subject to ministerial decision in this
respect?

(3) Does the Government support the view
that all Western Australian public
bodies-

(a) should be required to report
regularly to Parliament;

(b) should be required to provide
performance reports to enable their
activities to be evaluated in terms of
their objectives?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) Yes, as far as I am aware.

(2) Answered by (1).

(3) (a) and (b) The Government agrees
generally with the view that public
authorities should report to
Parliament. However, the method
of reporting to be adopted must
have regard to present practices and
the debate and evolution in
appropriate accounting standards
For statutory bodies which is
currently taking place throughout
Australia.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT:
WAN NEROO SHIRE

Wangara Light Industrial Area

325. Mr CRANE, to the Minister for Local
Government:

In the past nine months has she refused
a request from the Shire of Wanneroo to
sell land by private treaty in the
Wangara light industrial area?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
No. However, approval of the sale of
two lots was refused pending
justification of the sale price.

326. This question was postponed.

CULTURAL AFFAIRS:
MUSEUM OF WA

GeralIdion Branch: Shelving
327. Mr CARR, to the Minister representing

the Minister for Cultural Affairs:

(1) Has further consideration been given to
the need to provide shelving and
permanent displays at the Geraldton
branch of the WA Museum?

(2) When is it expected that shelving will be
provided?

(3) Will shelving for all rooms of the
museum be provided at the one time?

(4) If a staged provision of shelving is
anticipated will he please provide a
projected timetable for the provision of
such shelving?

(5) When is it anticipated that the facility
will be fully operational?

Mr HASSELL replied:

(-I) Yes, particularly for showcases to house
permanent displays in the old railway
building on Marine Terrace.

(2) Tenders have just been let for
construction of showcases to house
displays on the ground floor of the old
railway building.

(3) The proposal is for staged provision of
showcases on the ground and first floors.
Only the ground floor cases are being
provided this financial year.

(4) The proposal For provision of first floor
showcajes has been included in the
minor works estimates For 1982/83.

(5) When funds are available to provide
displays and necessary attendant staff.
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EDUCATION: TECHNICAL

College: Gerald: on

328. Mr CARR, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Education:

Further to his answer to question 186 of
1982 concerning plans for hostel
accommodation for Geraldton Technical
College, will he please table a copy of
the sketch plans and cost estimated
referred to in his answer?

Mr CLARKO replied:

Yes. A copy of the sketch plans and cost
estimates is tabled.

The paper was tabled (see paper No.
137).

HEALTH: SPEECH
PATHOLOGISTS

Number

329. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Health:

(1) How many speech pathologists-
formerly therapists-are on the
establishment of-

(2)
(3)
(4)

(a) Public Health Department;
(b) Medical Department;
(c) Mental Health Services:
(d) each of the teaching hospitals;
(e) other?

Is the establishment fully met?
If not, what is the shortfall?
Is the establishment sufficient to meet
the demand?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(1) (a) IlI:-
(b) 12,
(c) 9;
(d) Royal Perth Hospital

Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital
Princess Margaret Hospital
Fremantle Hospital

(e) see answer to (b),

.7
4

(2) One vacant post at Sir Charles Gairdner
Hospital. One vacant post at Royal
Perth (Rehabilitation) Hospital. Two
vacant posts in Public Health
Department to which appointments arc
pending.

(3) See a nswer to (2).

(4) It is recognised that there are unmet
needs in this area, but every effort is
made to minimise these with resources
available and within the current
financial restraints.

HEALTH: SPEECH PATHOLOGISTS

Education Department

330. Mr DAVIES, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Education:

(1) Does the department have any
establishment for speech
pathologists-formerly therapists?

(2) If so, what is such establishment?
(3) Are all positions filled?
(4) If no establishment, does the department

have access to these people?
(5) If so, under what conditions?
(6) Is the availability sufficient to meet the

demand?
Mr CLARKO replied:
(I) to (3) The Education Department has

no establishment for speech pathologists.
(4) Children in special schools have access

to speech therapy services provided by
other Government departments. Other
children may receive assistance from
hospital or community based services,
but these are not usually arranged by
the Education Department.

(5) Services to children in special schools
are dependent upon the students needs,
parent wishes and the capacity of the
other departments to provide services.

(6) No.

WAGES AND SALARIES

Increases: Governments Policy

331. Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

Since it is the Government's intention to
insist that all wages and salary claims
must be fully justified, is it the
Government's intention to apply the
same test to the fixation of prices of
goods and services?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

No. The Western Australian
Government has a duty to the public to
ensure that wage and salary increases
are justified. Consequently, the
Government will at times seek to
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intervene in the public interest in wage
and salary claims. Such intervention is
designed to ensure that such wage and
salary increases as may be handed down
by the various industrial tribunals are
both equitable and within the capacity
of the economy or employer to pay.
The same considerations do not apply
with respect to the Fixation of prices of
goods and services because it is the
consumer himself who must decide, in a
free market, whether he will pay the
price of a particular good. In the
instance where the Government is the
supplier of a particular good or service.
the Government accepts that it has an
obligation to the public to ensure that
any increases are equitable and minimal
in the circumstances.

STATE FINANCE: CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND

balanced Budget

332. Mr BERTRAM. to the Treasurer:

Does he expect the Consolidated
Revenue Fund to balance as at 30 June
19829

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
Yes. However, the final result will be
influenced by the outcome of the
national wage case currently being
heard, or any unexpected sectional
award increases given before the end of
the financial year.

EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT

Number Unemployed

333. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Labour and
Industry:

How many-
(a) men;
(b) women;

are currently unemployed in Western
Australia?

Mr YOUNG replied:
The latest available Australian Bureau
of Statistics' unemployment figures
giving a breakdown for males and
females in Western Australia are for the

month of January 1982 and are as
follows-
(a) 23545 unemployed males seeking

full-time work;
1 953 unemployed males seeking
part-time work;

(b) 17 113 unemployed females seeking
full-time work;
4 425 unemployed females seeking
part-time work.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Available Contracts

334. Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

Will he list each of the available
contracts which according to His
Excellency the Governor's Speech
totalled $1 037 million last year?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
The figure given by His Excellency the
Governor was taken from the following
assessment which was based on
Woodside, Worsley, and Wagerup
contract values at 31 October and the
SEC's contracts up to mid December
1981-

Company
Woodside
Worsley
Wagerup (Alcoa)
SEC (Pipeline)

WA Value
$398 990 000
$284 363 000
$245 100000
$108 575 000

$1 037 028 000

LAND: AGRICULTURAL

Release

335. Mr EVANS, to the Minister for Lands:

(1) Does the Government intend to release
any areas of Crown land for agricultural
purposes in 1982?

(2) If "Yes"-
(a) what areas is it proposed to release

and where are they located;
(b) when will such areas be advertised

(or release?
(3) (a) Will an environmental impact

statement on the effects of clearing
any of this land for agriculture be
made; and
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(b) if *'Yes"' will he give details of the
study; and

(c) if "No" why not?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

(I) Yes.
(2) (a) and (b) Investigations have

proceeded- logically within the
existing agricultural or adjacent
areas which mainly fall within the
Shires of Esperarice. Lake Grace,
Ravensthorpe, and Dundas. The
department has ready for release
subdivisions at Mt. Beaumont and
Cascades. However, until the
question of coalmining tenements in
these areas is resolved, release may
not proceed.

(3) (a) to (c) The working group's
investigations on land release
include an environmental
assessment on areas under
consideration and final endorsement
of the group's recommendation is
sought from the Environmental
Protection Authority.

POLICE: FIREARMS

Legislaiion

336, Mr EVANS, to the Minister for Police and
Prisons:

(I) Is it intended to change the gun laws in
Western Australia this session in 1982?

(2) If "Yes", what areas of the existing laws
is it proposed to change?

Mr HASSELL replied:
(1) and (2) The report of Mr 0. F. Dixon

regarding firearms legislation is at
present being considered.

WATER RESOURCES: IRRIGATION

Brunswick, Dardanup. and Harvey

337. Mr EVANS, to the Minister for Works:

(1) What is the rate charged currently for
water used in the irrigation schemes at
Harvey, Brunswick, and Dardanup?

(2) What was the loss sustained by the
Public Works Department in providing
irrigation water supplied to the schemes
listed above last year?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) The districts of Brunswick and
Dardanup are included in the Collie
irrigation scheme. Rate and water
charges for reticulated water through
the channel and piped systems for both
the Collie and Harvey schemes are
raised in accordance with the south-west
schedule of irrigation charges. These
are-

Rates-6405 per hectare-subject
to minimum charge of $64.05 per
separately assessed holding.
Water allowance in Return for
Rate-6 100 mQ per hectare.
Charges for Water Usage in Excess
of 6 100 m'/hectare

1. Up to 9 200 mn
3 per hectare

$10.50 per I1000 Mn
3

2. Between 9 201 m' per hectare
and distric' allocation $13.50
per I1000 m3

3. Usage over district allocation
$20.00 per 1 000 M3

Note: Item 3 has been suspended
for the 1981-82 year owing to the
very satisfactory storage position.

(2) Losses sustained for the 1980-8I year
were-

Harvey-3904 028
Collie-$736 309.

COMMUNITY WELFARE:
MISS BEVERLEY McCUDDEN

Welfare Support

338. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Community
Welfare:

(1) IS it a fact that the Department for
Community Welfare in May 1981
withdrew all welfare support for Miss
Beverley MeCudden?

(2) Did the State Housing Commission evict
Beverley McCudden from her State
Housing Commission house, or in any
way force her to leave those premises?

(3) What proposals does he and/or his
departments have for placing her in
suitable accommodation?

(4) Will her new accommodation-if
any-have sufficient room and bedding
to accommodate her three children?
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(5) Is he aware that although Beverley
McCuddcn has now complied with all of
the Children's Court requirements with
respect to her children, they have still
not been returned to her care?

(6) If "Yes" to (5), can he explain the
reason for this?

(7) Has Miss MeCudden asked for her
children to be returned and, if "*Yes', on
how many occasions?

Mr SHALDERS replied:
(1) No, and in fact welfare support is

continuing in the form of field staff and
associated support.

(2) The State Housing Commission did not
evict Miss Beverley McCudden. When
the children were taken from her by
court order in January 1982, she became
ineligible for family accommodation.

(3) On compassionate grounds, she was
allocated a second floor two-bedroomed
apartment in Karawara. At the time of
this allocation it was not known that she
suffered from a serious illness. Following
subsequent advice regarding Miss
McCudden's illness she has now been
offered a two-bedroomed ground floor
apartment.

(4) The new accommodation will have
sufficient room and bedding to
accommodate her three children should
they be permitted to visit for short
periods. If returned on a permanent
basis, larger accommodation will be
provided.

(5) The recommendations of the Children's
Court have not yet been fully complied
with.

(6)
(7)

Requires no response.
Yes, and it is understood that Miss
MeCudden desires the children's return
and efforts will be made to arrange short
stays from time to time. However, the
question of the children's permanent
return will need to await a clearer
picture of the future medical
management of Miss McCudden's case
and a demonstrated improved ability on
her part in child and home care.

HOUSING: LAND

Stocks
339- Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister

Assisting the Minister for Housing:
1I) What broadacre vacant land stocks does

the State Housing Commission currently
hold in the Perth metropolitan area?

(2) How many lots does the commission
have under development currently?

(3) How many unsold vacant lots does the
commission currently hold in stock?

(4) What were the equivalent figures for
(1), (2), and (3). for the March and
September quarters in-
(a) 1976;
(b) 1977;
(c) 1978;
(d) 1979;
(c) 1980; and
(f) 1981 ?

(5) How many lots were-
(a) developed by the commission:
(b) sold by the commission;
in the financial years-

(i) 1975-76;
(ii) 1976-77;
(iii) 1977-78:
(iv) 1978-79;
(v) 1979-90;
(vi) 1980-81: and

(vii) in the 1981-82
to date?

financial year

Mr SHALDERS replied:
(1) to (5) This information will take

considerable time to research and
prepare and it will be conveyed to the
member when available.

HOUSING: PURCHASE AND
RENTAL

Contracts Current

340. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) How many State Housing Commission
dwellings were in contracts current at
the close of 1980-81 financial year for-

(a) rental assistance;
(b) purchase assistance?

(2) What were the comparable figures for
dwellings in contracts current at the
close of previous financial years from
1974-7 5?

(3) How many dwellings were in contracts
current at-
(a) 30 September 198 1;
(b) 31 December 198 1; and
(c) 31 March 1982;

for (i) rental assistance:
(ii) purchase assistance?
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Mr SHALDERS replied:

(1) to (3) The information will take
considerable time to prepare and it will
be conveyed to the member as soon as
possible.

HOUSING: LAND

Stocks

341. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) In what suburbs in the metropolitan
area and in what country towns and
non-metropolitan areas does the State
Housing Commission currently hold
broadacre vacant land stocks; and what
is the area held in each suburb and
town?

(2) How many lots does the commission
have under development in each of these
suburbs and towns?

(3) How many unsold developed vacant lots
does the commission hold in each of
these suburbs and towns?

Mr SHALDERS replied:
(1) to (3) This information will take

considerable time to prepare and it will
be conveyed to the member as soon as
possible.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOLS

Balga. Girrawbeen. and Koondoola
342. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister

Assisting the Minister for Education:

(1) In view of his department's decision to
adjust the intake areas of the Balga and
Girrawheen Senior High Schools to
prevent high numbers in the one and
unused capacity in the other, has a firm
decision been made not to proceed with
a high school in Koondoola on the site
still being held by the department for
this purpose?

(2) If the site concerned is not now to be
used for a high school, what alternative
use is to be made of the land by the
department?

M r C LA RKO repl ied:
(1) As stated in my reply to question 159 of

25 March 1982, no Firm decision has yet
been made about alterations needed to

the intake areas for the Girrawheen and
Balga Senior High Schools.
When a decision has been made, the
necessity for a high school at Koondoola
will be investigated further. A close
watch is being kept on housing
developments and population movements
in the area.

(2) See(lI).

HOUSING: EMERGENT

Medical Case
343. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister

Assisting the Minister for Housing:

In view of advice I have received from
the State Housing Commission that a
quadraplegic person and his son
presently accommodated in a four-
bedroomed house far too large For their
needs, and who after considerable delay
have now been listed for emergent
transfer to suitable two-bedroonied
accommodaton, are likely to have to
wait a considerable time for such
alternative accommodation to become
available, what action is he prepared to
take to expedite this transfer to alleviate
the problems of the family concerned
and to release their present four-
bedroomed house for one of the larger
families anxiously waiting for adequate
housing?

Mr SHALDERS replied:

The member should write to me giving
Cull details of this family and I will
advise him by letter.

HOUSING: ABORIGINES

Eviction

344. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Community
Welfare:

(1) Can he confirm that the State Housing
Commission notifies the Department for
Community Welfare several months in
advance of proceeding to final eviction
action against Aboriginal families?
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(2) If -Yes", what steps are taken by the
department following such notification
to assist the family concerned to repay
arrears of rent or to take other remedial
action to prevent eviciton?

Mr SHALDERS replied:
(1) In respect of Aboriginal tenancies,

before considering legal action the
Department for Community Welfare is
advised of the situation by the State
Housing Commission.
The Department for Community
Welfare receives written notification of
a continuing eviction action at the stages
of-
(a) request of repossession summons or

writ of summons-,
(b) when court order for possession is

obtained or writ of summons has
been served;

(c) when warrant or writ of possession
is requested.

The time period from initial advice may
vary from several weeks to several
months.

(2) If the family concerned is known to
DCW, they are personally contacted and
financial counselling is offered.
If the family is not known to DCW then
initially a letter is sent, inviting them to
make contact in an endeavour to
overcome the situation. Follow-up action
is then taken as appropriate.
In some instances the department's
involvement may lead to cash or other
forms of assistance being provided.
In all eases active attempts are made by
DCW to assist such families.

COMMUNITY WELFARE:
CHILD WELFARE ACT

Amendment

345. Mr WILSON. to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Community
Welfare:

(1) As reference to amendment to the Child
Welfare Act in His Excellency the
Governor's Speech was confined to the
introduction of a system of community
service orders for juveniles, can he say
whether the Government intends to g0
ahead with more extensive amendments
to the Act alluded to by his predecessor
last year?

(2) If "Yes", when will these further
amendments be brought before the
Parliament?

(3) What further consultation will be
allowed with the non-statutory sector
before legislation is finalised?

(4) Will he consider allowing draft
legislation to be made available for
comment and will he allowr any
legislation introduced to the House to sit
over between sessions to allow for public
input?

Mr SHALDERS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) 1 am not able to indicate that at this

time.
(3) Submissions have already been invited

from appropriate organisations in the
non-statutory sector. Further
consultation will depend on the nature of
the proposals and their implications for
non-statutory organisations.

(4) This will be considered at the
appropriate time.

HOUSING: STATE HOUSING
COMMISSION

Capital Expenditure

346. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) What is the State Housing
Commission 's estimated capital
expenditure in 1981-82?

(2) What are the items incorporated in this
estimated capital expenditure and the
respective estimates for each item?

(3) What is the estimated expenditure for
other areas of the commission's
programme in 198 1-82 in each area?

(4) what funds arc available to the
commission to offset estimated
expenditure in 198 1-82 from-
(a) the Commonwealth Government;,
(b) the State Treasury?

(5) What was the actual capital expenditure
on each item and the Commonwealth
Government and State Treasury funds
made available in each financial year
since 1974-75?

(6) What are the current cash reserves of
the commission?

(7). What were the cash reserves of the
commission at 30 June of each previous
Financial year since 30 June 1975?
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Mr SHALDERS replied:
(1) and (2) The State Housing Commission

estimated capital expenditure in
1981/82 is 140.938M made up as
follows-

Construction
Upgrading
Improvements
Land-Acquisition
Land-Development
Land-Holding Costs
Computer-Equipment
Computer-Development

(3) A nswered by ( I) a nd (2).

$m
20.905

21044
2.84 3
1.500
6.8 50
5.080
1.216

500

(4) (a) $13 973 000;
(b) $ 8 200000.

(5) The member is requested to refer to the
annual report for the years involved.

(6) The cash -balance as at 28 February
1982 was 513 092 349-including
comm ittals.

(7) Same as (5).

HOUSING: EMERGENT
Medical Case

347. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) Is he aware of the continuing plight of
an invalid pensioner and his family of
five children, one of whom suffers from
muscular dystrophy, living in two-
bedroomed private rental
accommodation in Bassendean and who
have been listed "emergent" for four-
bedroomed State Housing Commisson
accommodation since October 1981 ?

(2) Is he aware of strong representations
from a physician at Royal Perth
Hospital emphasising this family's need
for adequate accommodation on medical
grounds?

(3) if "Yes" to (1) and (2), will be intervene
personally to ensure that the family
concerned is housed by the commission
in the immediate future to prevent
further stress and hospitalisation?

Mr SHALDERS replied:

(1) to (3) The member should write to me
giving full details of this family and I
will -advise him by letter.

HOUSING: DIANELLA
Subdivision Concept Plan

348. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) Will he supply me with a copy of the
subdivision concept plan for the area
south of Virrigan Drive, Dianella, which
provides for the relocation of the
television and film studios zone to the
west side of Dianelia Drive?

(2) Has the commission developed the more
detailed road pattern for the area west
of Dianella Drive and north of the
Mirrabooka schools complex, as
requested by the City of Stirling?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), will he supply me with a
copy of this more detailed plan?

(4) If "No" to (2), when is the plan likely to
be available?

M r S HA LDERS replied:
(1) A copy will be forwarded direct to the

member.
(2) Yes-details are incorporated in the

concept plan.
(3) and (4) Answered by (2).

HOUSING: DIANELI A

Television and Film Studios: Zoning

349. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) Can he confirm that the State Housing
Commission has requested an increase in
area zoned for television and film
studios west of Dianella Drive from 35
hectares to approximately 45 hectares?

(2) If "Yes", is the main reason for this
extended zoning area to provide for a
third television station?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), on what grounds has the
commission based its decision to set
aside a significant -area of potential
housing land for a third television
station?

(4) On what terms will additional land be
made available to TVW Enterprises
Ltd., Swan Television and Radio
Broadcasters Ltd., and any third
television station proprietor?

Mr SHALDERS replied:
(1) Yes, but the area of 45 hectares will be

reduced by future road reserves.
(2) Yes.
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(3) The existing zoning provided for the
option of a third television station. The
proposed rationalisation included a
small increase in area to conform to the
proposed road pattern.

(4) Future land releases will be on terms to
be ncgotiated at the time and in
accordance with prevailing Government
policy.

HOUSING: DISTRESSED PERSONS
RELIEF TRUST

Outstanding Debts

350. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) Is he aware that in cases where the
distressed persons relief trust makes
grants to clear outstanding debts on
former tenancies, to facilitate rehousing
by the commission, the trust withdraws
the grant if the family concerned is not
rehoused within three months?

(2) If "Yes", what special efforts are made
by the State Housing Commission to
rehouse such families within the three
months period to ensure that they are
not shunted backwards and forwards
with little hope of their housing
problems being resolved?

(3) Will he make a personal approach to the
chairman of the distressed persons relief
trust to request that in such cases grants
are paid directly to the State Housing
Commission rather than being promised
on the basis that the housing problem is
resolved within a three months period?

Mr SHALDERS replied:

(1) No.

(2) Answered by (1).

(3) The commission will list an applicant for
assistance on a written undertaking from
the distressed persons relief trust that
the money will be paid. Immediately
prior to allocation, payment would be
expected. The commission would provide
the applicant with sufficient proof to
establish with the distressed persons
relief trust that accommodation was now
available pending the payment.

COMMUNITY WELFARE:
CHILD WELFARE ACT

'Children in Limbo"

351. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Community
Welfare:

(1) Will he consider making the proposals of
the permanency planning report of the
backlog procedures committee arising
from the "Children in Limbo" report
available for public comment prior to
proceeding with legislative action?

(2) If "No", will he give consideration to
allowing draft legislation to be made
available for public comment and to
allowing any legislation introduced to
the Parliament to lie over between
sessions to allow for public input?

Mr SHALDERS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Answered by (1).

ELECTORAL

Eligible Electors

352. Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the
representing the Chief Secretary:

Minister

(1) How many electors were eligible to vote
in-
(a) South Metropolitan Province;
(b) Swan;
(c) Nedlands;

at (i) the 1980 State general
election;

(ii) the by-elections on 13 March
1982?

(2) What percentage of those eligible to
vote voted at-
(a) the 1980 State general election;
(b) the by-elections on 13 March 1982?

Mr HASSELL replied:
(1) and (2) With respect to the by-elections

held on 13 March 1982 arrangements
have been made to table the statistics
issued by the State Electoral
Department and the member's attention
is directed to those statistics.
The figures for the 1980 election are
contained in the statistics published in
May 1980 and arrangements have been
made for a copy to be forwarded to the
member direct.
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TRAFFIC: LIGHTS

Beach Road- Mirra booka Avenue Intersection

353. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for
Transport:

(I). I refer to his answers to my qu~stion
1718 of 1981 and my letter to him of 19
February 1982-as yet
unanswered-concerning the installation
of traffic signals at the
M irrabooka/ Beach Road intersection
promised for completion prior to March
1982 and ask: Why did the Main Roads
Department take four months to respond
to a letter of 4 November 1981 from the
City of Stirling answering the
department's queries about changes to
their 1977 basic sketch plan?

(2) Why has the signal installation not yet
begun?

(3) What is the firm completion date for the
installation of these traffic signals?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) My reply of 29 March covered the
points raised in your letter of 19
February.
I am advised that following council's
letter of 4 November to the Main Roads
Department, discussions have taken
place in some depth at officer level, It
has been agreed that work will proceed
with the installation of lights based on
the present construction. However, if
operating conditions prove that
modification of the channelisation is
necessary, council will make any
changes required.

(2) Following discussions with the city
engineer and having regard to other
current commitments in the City of
Stirling area, it was agreed that as the
M irrabooka-Beach Road intersection
was operating safely following
completion of the roadworks, two other
sites requiring signalisation should take
precedence.

(3) Early May 1982.

MITCHELL, MR W. W.

Employment by Government

354. Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Premier:

(1) Does his Government intend to continue
employing Mr W. W'. Mitchell?

(2) If "Yes", what are the details of the
employment of Mr W, W. Mitchell?

(3) (a) What payments has the
Government made to Mr W. W.
Mitchell since I January 1982; and

(b) in each case, what were the services
rendered?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1)
(2)

Yes.
As had been previously advised in
answers to questions concerning Mr
Mitchell, he provides the Government
with aspects of public relations work and
is remunerated at a fixed rate of 31 440
per month.

(3) (a) and (b)-$4 320
relations services;
expenses incurred
requirements.

for public
$74.20 for

above normal

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
LOCAL GOVERNMENT: WANNEROO

SHIRE COUNCIL
Land Sales: Unauthorised

67. Mr NANOVICH, to the Minister for Local
Government:

(1) Is the Minister aware that the minutes
of a special meeting of the Wanneroo
Shire Council held on 16 February 1982
record the shire clerk as saying that the
Minister, by continually refusing to
accept land sales by way of private
treaty or by using the provisions of town
planning scheme No. 1, had vindicated
the shire clerk's previous comments that
many council land sales had been in
breach of the Act?

(2) Does the Minister believe that the shire
clerk's statement is accurate?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) Yes, my attention has been drawn to the

minutes. I am also aware of newspaper
reports which suggested that previous
councillors had illegally authorised land
sales.

(2) I think that I should, firstly, say that I
wbuld regard as scurrilous any attempt
to cast doubt on the integrity of previous
councillors over this particular issue.

At the time the sales were transacted,
there appeared to be clear legal
authority to do so. However,
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subsequently legal advice has raised
some doubt about that authority.
It is misrepresenting the position to say
that my actions have vindicated
suggestions of illegality. In accordance
with the legal advice given to it, the
council has requested approval to a
number of land sales under the
provisions of the Local Government Act.
In most cases that approval has been
granted, but a few have been refused.
My reason for dealing with these
proposals is simply that the council
requested me to do so. I have just
written to the council expressing my
concern about the false impression
conveyed by the minutes of 16 February.

INTEREST RATE: AUSTRALIAN
SAVINGS BONDS

Increase

68. Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Premier:

(1) Earlier this month did the Federal
Government seek the Premier's approval
for an increase of I per cent in the
interest paid on Australian savings
bonds?

(2) Did he agree to the increase?
(3) If so. why, in the light of his

predecessor's refusal to agree to such an
increase at the Premier's Conference
last August?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) No.
(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.

LOTTERIES COMMISSION

Labor Party Raffle

69. Mr HERZ FELD, to the Minister
representing the Chief Secretary:

Further to the reply given to part (3) of
my question yesterday, referring to the
raffle tickets accompanying the letter
signed by Mr T. Burke in which he says
'.we have also arranged a raffle", has
the Minister yet received the
information he was seeking from the
Lotteries Commission?

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr HASSELL replied:
The Chief Secretary has advised as
follows-

Yes. The application form shows
that the permit was issued to a Mr
Nicholas Catania of 247 Fitzgerald
Street, North Perth on behalf of the
Perth Social Club. It is stated on
the application that funds raised by
the proposed raffle were to be used
exclusively for 'Beniefb of members
and their work in social activities."

HEALTH: RADIATION

Capel: Levels

70. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

(I) Can the Minister confirm that some
householders in Cape[ have been
exposed to radiation from monazite
tailings that is in excess of the maximum
permissible level laid down under the
radioactive substances regulations 1958?

(2) Is it a fact that the radioactive
substances regulations, which are used
by the Public Health Department to
determine the level of radiation to which
members of the public and workers may
be subjected, were enacted in 1958 and
have not been amended in order that
they may be kept up to date with
international standards?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) It is true to say that, as recorded, some

houses in Capel have an amount of
radiation in excess of the acceptable
world standards; but in all the
statements made to date, including those
from the Radiological Council of WA,
nobody has said the extent to which the
levels of radiation are in excess of world
standards is considered to be dangerous
to anybody. However, I must point out
also that, in accordance with World
Health Organisation acceptable levels,
every effort will be made by those
involved to ensure that the levels of
radiation in Cape] are reduced to a level
below that which is acceptable to that
organisation.

(2) I understand what the member says is
correct; but the regulations are being
reviewed currently.
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INTEREST RATE: AUSTRALIAN
SAVINGS BONDS

Increasc
71. Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Premier:

This question is supplementary to my
previous one about the increase of I per
cent in the interest rate paid on
Australian savings bonds. Once again, I
stress for the benefit of the Premier that
it has been reported publicly that all
State Premiers were telexed by the
Federal Government and asked whether
they would agree to an increase of I per
cent in the Australian savings bond rate.
The first part of my previous question
related to whether the Premier had been
asked about the matter. I now ask as a
result of his answer, and knowing
Queensland and South Australia agreed
to the increase of I per cent and three
States needed to agree for the increase
to persist, whether the Premier can tell
the House which of the other States, to
his knowledge, agreed to the increase?

Mr O'CON NOR replied:
I cannot provide the answer offhand, but
I shall ensure the information is
provided to the Leader of the Opposition
tomorrow.

Mr Brian Burke: Did you receive a telex?
M r O'CON NOR: A telex did arrive.
Mr Brian Burke: The first part of my

question was: Did the Federal
Government seek approval for an
increase of I per cent?

Mr O'CONNOR: The Leader of the
Opposition might recall that I was asked
a question previously as to whether the
Prime Minister had contacted me and I
said, "Yes." This -was by telephone. I
thought the Leader of the Opposition
was referring to that. A telex of that
nature was forwarded to me.

Mr Brian Burke: And we rejected the
request, did we?

Mr O'CONNOR: That is right. I shall give
the Leader of the Opposition the details
at another time.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT:
NEW INDUSTRIES

Provision of Land

72. Mr NANOVICH, to the Premier:
With regard to the Premier's Press
release of 23 March 1982 which stated

that the Western Australian
Government is to make industrial land
available free of charge for a period of
two years for new industries setting up
in this State, does this include the land
which was recently purchased by iLDA
adjacent to the Wangara industrial
estate at Wanneroo.

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
The Industrial Lands Development
Authority's land at Wangara has not yet
been developed and is therefore not at
this time generally available for sale.
The authority is currently budgeting to
have a consultant undertake a study in
the 1982-83 fiscal year to determine
how the Wanigara land should be
developed, but it is not anticipated that
the authority's land at Wangara will be
available for general sale for at least two
years.
However, as with most of the authority's
undeveloped land holdings, the authority
is prepared to consider the immediate
development and sale of portion of the
Wangara land for any suitable industrial
operation of significant size that has a
requirement to be located at Wangara,
and cannot obtain suitable industrial
land from other sources or on suitable
terms.
On this basis it is possible that land at
Wangara could be made available to
suitable industrial firms under the
recently announced scheme which makes
land available for two years free of
charge to new industries which meet the
authority's eligibility requirements.

RAILWAYS'
Boyup Brook

73. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for Transport:

(1) What is the present total Westrail staff
stationed at Boyup Brook?

(2) Is it proposed to reduce this staff,'and if
so-
(a) by how many:
(b) when will the reduction take place?

(3) What staff positions will remain at
Boyup Brook after this reduction
occurs?
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Mr RUSHTON replied:

(I) 11

(2) (a) Yes, 9;
(b) I June 1982.

(3) Station-master and barracks caretaker.

MINING: ACT AND REGULATIONS

Amendment

74. Mr GRILL, to the Premier:

(1) Is the Prcmier aware that marches were
held today throughout the eastern
goldfields and other parts of the State
by prospectors and other citizens who
were demonstrating their opposition to
the new Mining Act and regulations?

Mr Coyne: What numbers were involved?

Mr GRILL: To continue my question-

(2) Is the Government considering major
amendments to the Act and regulations
in view of the continued opposition to
them?

(3) If so, when does the Government intend
to introduce those amendments?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(I)
(2)

(2) If he is, will he cause a departmental
inquiry to be set up to consider
separately the question of those
departmental procedures and
alternatives to them and have the results
of that inquiry tabled in this House?

Mr HASSELL replied:
(1) On the basis of the advice I have

received to date, I am satisfied that the
officers involved in the prevention of the
escape attempt followed the statutory,
regulatory, and procedural requirements
laid down by the Department of
Corrections and under the relevant
legislation.

(2) I believe the member asked whether I
would have an inquiry conducted into
the procedures which should be
followed.

Mr
Mr

Yes.
and (3) As members would be aware,
some weeks ago I indicated I was quite
happy to listen to anyone who wished to
submit amendments to the Mining Act.
Several weeks have elapsed since then
and I have received two or three
requests which are being considered.
When that is completed. I shall decide
the appropriate time to proceed with the
legislation.

PRISONS: PRISONER

Shooting: Departmental inquiry

75. Mr PARKER, to the Minister for Police and
Prisons:

(1) Is the Minister satisfied that the officer
who fired the shot at the escaping
remand prisoner followed instructions
laid down for these matters by the
department?

Parker: And alternatives to them.

HASSELL: The answer is. "No". I will
not do that. The basic position in
relation to the use of force generally was
defined very carefully by this Parliament
in the Prisons Act, 1981 which has only
just been passed and has not yet been
proclaimed. There hardly appears to be
a need to reconsider such a modern
piece of legislation which has not yet
been tested. However, as the Premier
announced from the decision of Cabinet,
certain alternative measures relating to
the means by which attempted escapes
may be prevented will certainly be
considered most carefully. A decision
will be made at the time as to whether
any report which emanates from such a
consideration will be tabled.

PRISONS: PRISONER

Shoot ing: Departmental Inquiry

76. Mr PARKER, to the Premier:

Bearing in mind the answer given to my
question earlier tonight, and the
question I asked last night of the
Minister for Police and Prisons, will the
Premier reconsider the decision made by
the Minister for Police and Prisons not
to make public any report of an inquiry
into the incident which occurred at the
Canning Vale prison over the weekend?
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:I

I will not give such an undertaking. The
Minister for Police and Prisons has a
responsibility not only to the public, but
also to the people involved with the
security of the prison. The matter will be
left in the hands of the Minister.

FUEL AND ENERGY: GAS

North- West Sheik Purchase by SEC
77. Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Premier:

My question follows a question
appearing on yesterday's notice paper
relating to the amount of gas the State
Energy Commission has contracted to
purchase from the North-West Shelf
venturers. I ask-

(1) Accepting the Premier's advice that
certain commercial and confidential
details cannot be disclosed, I seek
from the Premier an assurance that
the SEC has customers for the
totality of the gas it has contracted
to take or pay for.

(2) Does the Premier appreciate the
cost structure of the SEC's using
North-West Shelf gas to generate
electricity?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) No. I think it is generally known that all
the gas from the North-West Shelf has
not been sold at this stage. I heard from
the SEC some weeks ago, and was given
an indication that this matter would be
sorted out before September 1984 when
the gas is due to come down.

(2) Obviously using gas to generate
electricity is more costly than using coal.
At this stage certainly no indication has
been given that gas will be used for
electricity generation. However, other
factors are involved. If certain things
come to fruition, all the gas plus any
more available will be used. I am unable
to give the Leader of the Opposition
details at this point because I do not
want to give an indication of a bust or
boom situation. However, certain things
are being considered at this stage, with
the possible outcome that a considerable
amount of gas will be used.

Mr Brian Burke: When will you be able to
release the details?

Mr O'CONNOR: If certain things come to
fruition, I expect the details will be
released shortly after July, but I would
not think before.

COMMUNITY WELFARE: FAMILY
PLANNING ASSOCIATION

Funding

78. Mr HODGE, to the Treasurer:

Some weeks ago the Family Planning
Association put a submission to the
Treasurer for emergency funding to be
provided to it to tide it over until the end
of this financial year. Can he advise
whether a decision has been made, and
if it has, what is the decision? If it has
not been made, when is it likely to be
made?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
Offhand I am not able to give the
member the answer he requires. He
would realise that several hundred
letters pass across my desk during the
course of a day. However, if he
telephones my office tomorrow morning,
I will provide him with the answer at
that time.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOLS

Bentuley, Coma, and Kent Street
79. Mr PEARCE, to the Honorary Minister

Assisting the Minister for Education:

My question relates to the closure last
year of the Bentley Senior High School.
Can he advise what steps he has taken to
overcome the crowding which the
Opposition predicted would take place at
the Como Senior High School and,
particularly, at the Kent Street Senior
High School?
Further, can he advise why no attempt
has been made to provide courses for
students who have had poor results in
regard to their Achievement
Certificates, these results being one of
the main reasons given last year for the
closure of the Bentley Senior High
School?

Mr CLARKO replied:

I am unable to make a comment in
regard to what assistance should be
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given to students who perform poorly
while attempting to gain an
Achievement Certificate.

Mr Pearce: I expressed that part of my
question badly. Whether it was your
predecessor's policy or your policy to
provide extra courses for students with
poor results in order to upgrade their
results to Achievement Certificate level,
have those courses been provided?

Mr CLARKO: Are you querying whether a
student is given assistance on a
progressive basis? If he is at his eighth
or ninth year and has performed badly,
will he receive some form of
supplementary education?

Mr Pearce: I understood that if a student
after year 10 does not have a good
Achievement Certificate, he Lets some
further instruction.

Mr CLARKO: I am not aware of any
proposal within the department to give
supplementary education to pupils who
at the end of year 10-if I understand
the member correctly-have not
succeeded. I believe one of the reasons is
that difficulties would be encountered in
such a programme. It would be a
question of where someone started to
consider the matter-either at the
advanced level, the intermediate level, or
the basic level. If a programme were
instituted for people at the basic level, I
do not know whether it would be of
assistance. However, in regard to the
advanced and intermediate levels, I am
sure the member is aware that often
poor performance is related to attitudes,
not the intellectual capacities of the
students.
For many years calls have been made
from within my party for a rejuvenation
of the Achievement Certificate, and
some people would like to toss the
Achievement Certificate system away.
However, there is great benefit with the
present system. It does not measure a
person's intellectual capacity; it merely
measures his performance. For example,
one may have a lazy boy-I will leave
girls out of it-who seems to be suited to
the basic level, but he should be more
appropriately placed in the intermediate
level if he were not inclined to be lazy.
In that case additional support would
not be of assistance.

I am advised that in part the reason for
the significant increase in the number of
pupils at the Como Senior High School
relates to a redrawing of boundaries
which has meant the school has taken in
an area with a significantly higher
number of potential high school students
than was the case with its existing areas.
In fact, that is the main reason for the
significant increase in the numbers.

Mr Davies: For goodness sake, wasn't that an
expected outcome?

Mr CLARKO: The staff at Como Senior
High School are delighted that the
school's numbers have grown
significantly.

Mr Davies: The students aren't too happy
about it.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I suggest
that members do not debate the
question. The Honorary Minister should
just answer the question so that another
question can be asked.

Mr CLARKO: I understand the principal
and staff of the school are delighted by
the increase in numbers which has given
the school more vibrancy and life in its
classes than it had before. The school
has a vitality which I am sure those who
understand the provision of education
realise is important.
The Kent Street Senior High School has
been a substantial school for a long
period. If problems exist at that school,
and the member brings them to my
attention specifically, I will go into the
matter.

INTEREST RATE: AUSTRALIAN
SAVINGS BONDS

Increase

80. Mr WILSON, to the Premier:

Is it not a fact that increasing the
interest rate payable on Australian
Savings Bonds means they compete
directly against savings banks and
building societies for scarce funds,
thereby reducing the funds available for
housing and making the funds which are
available more expensive?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
It depends from where the money for
the savings bonds comes. If the member
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is referring to the scheme I put forward
about a particular housing bond-

Mr Wilson: I am referring to the I per cent
increase in savings bonds.

Mr O'CONNOR: I will go on with the point
I was nmaking.

Mr Wilson: That is not what I was asking
about.

Mr O'CONNOR: With the particular bonds
to which I referred, a lot of the money
was expected to come from under
carpets and from pensioners. Obviously,
if money is taken from one centre to
another, or from one area to another, as
with the bonding system suggested, it
does have an effect in other areas.

HEALTH: NURSING HOME

Penn Rose: Inquiry

81. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

(I) Can he advise if he has commenced his
inquiry into the treatment of Mr Reg
Berryman at Penn Rose, and the Mental
Health Services' role in that affair?

(2) If so, how long is that investigation
likely to take?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) and (2) The inquiry has not yet

commenced because I had in mind the
appointment of a senior legal
practitioner to act as a counsel assisting
mc in the matter. At the time I had the
acceptance of his appointment by that
senior legal practitioner, it was drawn to
my attention that his firm had
previously had a connection with that
organisation, something of which we
were both unaware when we discussed
the matter. We both thought it best that
he not continue because there could
have been some criticism. I am now
approaching another legal practitioner
and I hope to get an answer from him in
the near future. As soon as I do I will be
able to commence the investigation.
I am not in a position to say how long
the investigation will take. It must be
remembered that the investigation, as
far as I am concerned, will be a fairly
limited one. I will be looking at the role
of the Mental Health Services in the
matter, what ought to have been done by
that body, and obtaining advice from the

counsel on the direction I ought to take
in raising all the other matters that
came about as a result of the Press
articles, and the questions and speeches
made in this House, so that they may be
considered by the appropriate
authorities which can deal with them. It
should be remembered that the State
Government is not the instrument that
can deal with most of those matters.

IMMIGRATION: REFUGEES

Eastern Europe

82. Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

(1) Has he been asked by the Federal
Government to take some of the
refugees from eastern Europe?

(2) If so, how many are expected and into
what areas will they be directed?

Mr O'CON NOR replied:
(1) and (2) 1 have received no direct

approach from the Commonwealth on
this issue. I take it the member is
referring to the Polish people. I do not
know of any approaches made to our
Minister for Immigration.

HEALTH: TOBACCO

Smoking: Campaign

83. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Now that the Australian Medical
Association, with increasing vehemence,
is throwing down the challenge to
Governments for a more purposeful
campaign against smoking, does he
intend to take some significant action to
discourage cigarette smoking?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) If so, when?
Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) to (3) Sometimes I think the member

for Mt. Hawthorn must hibernate
between sessions. I would have thought
everyone, not only in this Parliament but
also in this State, would be aware that
copious Press releases were issued
recently to the effect that I had intended
to raise at the Health Ministers'
Conference and in fact had already
made a submission, not just the findings
of the Williams report about cigarette

438



tWednesday. 31 March 1982)

advertising and tobacco products
generally, but also the major thrust of
the report at that recent Health
Ministers' Conference. My
recommendation has been passed over to
the standing committee of Health
Ministers that all Health Ministers in
this country should accept the thrust of
the Williams report, which is to look at
the total issue of smoking, and not just
confine their interest in it to advertising.
In that event I have recommended to all

Health Ministers that what should
happen is the introduction of a total
Australia-wide education programme
which would take an anti-smoking
stance.
If that programme happens to include
matters such as Cigarette advertising, it
should be just one item to be considered
in the total programme. I thought this
would have been well publicised and
known to everyone interested.
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